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Taking inspiration from Hon’ble PM’s vision of “Sahkar Se Samriddhi” and with years of hard work, research and
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PPP,PML-N REACHPOWER-SHARING DEAL
to keep Imran and his party out of power

Shehbaz to be Pak PM Zardari President

ITWILLNOTBEANEASY RIDE,
but we will work together, says Shehabaz

Khan called polls ‘mother of all rigging’, says sister after visiting jailed ex-PM

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, FEBRUARY 21

THE PAKISTAN Muslim League-
Nawaz and the Pakistan Peoples
Party have finally agreed on a
power-sharing deal to form a
coalition government led by for-
mer prime minister Shehbaz
Sharif, a move meant to sideline
their arch-rival, Imran Khan.
Both the PML-N and the PPP
won fewer seats in Parliament
than candidates backed by jailed
former prime minister Imran
Khanin an election mired in con-
troversies, including vote rigging.
Atajoint news conference late
Tuesday night after negotiations,
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
announced that Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) president
Shehbaz Sharif, 72, will assume the
role of the prime minister once
again. Similarly, PPP co-chairman
Asif AliZardari, 68, will be the joint
candidate for the president's office.
Toformagovernment, a party
must win 133 out of 265 con-
tested seats in the 266-member
National Assembly or the lower
house of Parliament. Independent
candidates backed by Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
won 93 National Assembly seats.

—— BRIEFLY —

UNITED KINGDOM
Assange tried for
revealingnames
of sources; US

London: Julian Assange is
being prosecuted for pub-
lishing sources' namesand
not his political opinions,
lawyers representing the
United States said on
Wednesday as the
WikiLeaks founder fights
to stop his extradition from
Britain. US prosecutors are
seeking to put Assange, 52,
on trial over WikiLeaks'
high-profile release of vast
troves of confidential US
military records and diplo-
matic cables. They say the
leaks imperiled the lives of
theiragentsand there was
noexcuse for his criminal-
ity. Assange's supporters,
however, hail him as a
journalist and hero perse-
cuted for exposing US
wrongdoing. REUTERS

SOUTH KOREA

Doctors’ protest:
emergency units
send back cases

Seoul: South Korea's
biggest hospitals cancelled
procedures and turned
away patients seeking
emergency care on
Wednesday after thou-
sands of trainee doctors
walked off the job in
protest at a government
plan to boost medical
school admissions. One
hospital, the Asan Medical
Center in Seoul, put up a
sign saying its emergency
unit was only handling
cardiac arrest cases. The
emergency departments
at the other four hospitals
were also on "red alert"
meaning they were run-
ningoutof beds. REUTERS

NEPAL
Transgender
rights: SC issues
notice togovt

Kathmandu:  Nepal's
Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued a show
cause notice to the govern-
ment inresponse to a writ
petition filed by an advo-
cacy group for the third
gender demanding politi-
cal rights for the commu-
nity members. The writ
filed by Pahichan Nepal
said that the existing elec-
toral system has done in-
justice to the third gender.
The respondents have
been given 15 days to sub-
mitaclarification.  PTI

PML-N's Shehbaz Sharif (left); PPP’s Asif Ali Zardari. file

EXPLAINED

Canallies maintain
precarious coalition?

The PML-N won 75 seats while
the PPP came third with 54 seats.
Speaking at the press confer-

THE DEAL to form a coalition government is based on con-
ditional support from the Pakistan People’s Party, that will
review decisions on a case-by-case basis, a top PPP official
said on Wednesday. Such an arrangement could make life
difficult for the government, as the PPP is not taking cabinet
positions. PPP chief Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari said that he
turned down a shared prime-minister term, as he did not
want to take up the top post without the people's mandate.

ence last night, Shehbaz asserted
that his party now has the “re-
quired numbers” with the PPP to

be in a position to form the next
government as he thanked the
leadership of the two parties for
the positive conclusion to the talks.

Responding to a question
about whether the PPP was get-
ting any portfolios, Shehbaz said
that the Bilawal-led party has not
demanded any ministry from the
firstday, The News International re-
ported. “It would not be an easy
ride. We will work together to
bring this country on the path of
development and progress,”
Shehbaz Sharif said.

Though details were not pro-
vided, sources said PPP was still
reluctant to be part of the govern-
ment as it agreed to have its can-
didate as the President, Chairman
of the Senate, and governors in
Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
and chief minister in Balochistan.
The PML-Nwould have full charge
of the federal government with
the prime minister and speaker. It
will also get governors in the
Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Meanwhile,ina postonX,71-
year-old Khan's party claimed
that the public never gave them
the mandate for the premiership.

Khan's sister Aleema Khan
said he has termed the February
8 elections “mother of all rig-
ging”. Aleema met Khan at
Adiala Jail Tuesday.

SC rejects plea seeking }’ '

annulment of elections -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, FEBRUARY 21

PAKISTAN'S SUPREME Court on
Wednesday dismissed as a “pub-
licity stunt” a petition seeking new
elections over alleged irregulari-
ties in the February 8 polls, clear-
ing the way for the formation of a
coalition government to end the
political uncertainty in country.

The apex court also imposed
afine on the petitioner,a former
army officer, over his failure to
appear before the court.

Retired Brigadier Ali Khan
last week urged the apex court
to order new elections within
30days to be held under the di-
rect supervision and oversight
of the judiciary “to ensure fair-
ness, transparency and ac-
countability”.

He had also sought a stay or-
der to stop the formation of a
new government till the case
was decided.

However, the petitioner
failed to attend two consecutive
hearings. Subsequently, a three-
member bench led by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa, and comprising of Justice

MARYAM NAWAZ
SIGNALS CONTINUING
CRACKDOWN ON PTI

Lahore; Pakistan's Punjab chief
minister-designate of PML-N
Maryam Nawaz on
Wednesday held a parliamen-
tary meeting and hinted at the
continuation of a crackdown
against jailed former premier
Imran Khan's party and also
vowed to deliver on every
front. She said her red line is
taking law and order at hand
on political grounds, referring
to the PTI's planned agitation
in connection with Imran’s al-
legation of poll rigging.  PTI

Muhammad Ali Mazhar and
Justice Musarrat Hilali, disposed
of the plea and imposed a fine of
Pakistani Rs 500,000 on the pe-
titioner after being informed
that a notice had been served to
him appear in the court.

Calling it a “publicity stunt”,
CJPIsa observed that Brig (retd)
Ali Khan had stated he could not
appear before the court as he
was in Bahrain.

On frontlines, Ukrainian troops face mounting odds

REUTERS
KRAMATORSK, FEBRUARY 21

AS THE Ukraine war enters its
third year, the infantry of 59th
Brigade are confronting a bleak
reality: they're running out of
soldiers and ammunition to re-
sist their Russian invaders.

One platoon commanderwho
goes by his call sign "Tygr" esti-
mated that just 60-70% of the sev-
eral thousand men in the brigade
atthe start of the conflict were still
serving. The rest had been killed,
wounded or signed off for reasons
such as old age orillness.

Heavy casualties at the hands
of Russian forces have been com-
pounded by dreadful conditions

on the eastern front, with frozen
soil turning into thickmud in un-
seasonably warm climate, play-
ing havoc with soldiers' health.

“The weather is rain, snow,
rain, snow. People getill with sim-
ple flu or angina... They’re out of
action...and there isnobody tore-
place them,” said a company com-
mander in the brigade.

“The most immediate prob-
leminevery unitislack of people.”

On the cusp of the second an-
niversary of its February 24 inva-
sion, Vladimir Putin's Russia is in
the ascendancy in a conflict that
combines attritional trench com-
bat reminiscent of World War One
with high-tech drone warfare
that's sending tens of thousands
of machines into the skies above.

S Africa sets May 29

date for polls, most
pivotal after apartheid

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CAPE TOWN, FEBRUARY 21

SOUTH AFRICA will hold pivotal
national elections May 29 as
polls show the ruling African
National Congress could lose its
majority for the first time since
it came to power with the fall of
apartheid 30 years ago.
President Cyril Ramaphosa
announced the date Tuesday as
Africa’s most developed economy
faces a myriad of problems under
his ANC party. They include record
unemployment, an electricity cri-
sis that’sled to crippling blackouts
for homes and businesses, and
widespread voter mistrust aftera
stream of corruption allegations.
Several polls predict that the
party once widely admired across
the world and led by Nelson
Mandela will slip below 50% of the

South African
President
Cyril
Ramaphosa

vote for the first time since it won
South Africa’s firstall-race election
in 1994 to lead a new democracy
after end of white minority rule.

Ifitloses its majority, the ANC
would need to enter into a coali-
tion to remain in government
and keep Ramaphosa — a politi-
cal protege of Mandela — as pres-
ident for a second and final five-
year term. South Africa has never
had a coalition at national level.

South Africans vote for a party
in a general election. Parties are
then allocated places in the 400-
seat Parliament according to their
share of the vote, and lawmakers
elect the president.

A Ukrainian soldier with a
drone in Donetsk region,
earlier in February. Reuters

Moscow has made small gains
in recent months and claimed a
major victory with the siege on

EU APPROVES NEW
SANCTIONS PACKAGE
AGAINST RUSSIA

Brussels: EU members ap-
proved a 13th package of
Ukraine-related sanctions
against Russia on
Wednesday, banning nearly
200 entities and individuals
accused of helping Moscow
procure weapons or of in-
volvement in kidnapping
Ukrainian children. The new
package will see 193 entities
and individuals added to the
list of those banned from
traveling to the EU or doing
business there. REUTERS

Avdiivka in eastern Donetsk.

While still motivated to fight
Russian occupation, they spoke
of the challenges of holding off a
larger and better supplied en-
emy as military support for
Ukraine from the West slows.

Another commander in the
59th Brigade, who only gave his
first name Hryhoriy said:
“Weapons break, and if there is
no possibility of bringing them
more ammunition or changing
their weapons, then you under-
stand what this leads to.”

The Ukrainian and Russian de-
fence ministries didn't immedi-
ately respond to requests for com-
ment on the state of the play on
the frontlines and how both sides
intend to prosecute the war.

ToOWER WEBSITE WARNS OF DISRUPTIONS
WORKERS’ STRIKE: EIFFEL TOWER SHUTS AGAIN

Striking workers again cdlosed down the Eiffel Tower on Wednesday; the third day running that the land-
mark expected to be at the heart of celebrations for the Paris Olympics has been off-limits to visitors. A
message on the tower’s website also warned of more possible disruptions Thursday if strikers continue
their push for salary hikes and other concessions. “We apologise for the inconvenience,” it said. AP
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The site of an Israeli airstrike in Rafah on Wednesday. Reuters

UN aid body says
food to north Gaza
halted amid rising
fears of starvation

Families limit themselves to one meal,
mix animal, bird fodder to bake bread

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RAFAH, FEBRUARY 21

THE WORLD Food Program said
Tuesday it has paused deliveries
of food toisolated northern Gaza
because of increasing chaos
across the territory, hiking fears
of potential starvation. A study by
the UN. children’sagency warned
that one in six children in the
north are acutely malnourished.

Entry of aid trucks into the
besieged territory has been
more than halved in the past
two weeks, according to U.N. fig-
ures. Overwhelmed U.N. and re-
lief workers said intake of trucks
and distribution have been crip-
pled by Israeli failure to ensure
convoys’ safety amid its bom-
bardment and ground offensive
and by a breakdown in security,
with hungry Palestinians
frequently overwhelming
trucks to take food.

Heavy fighting and airstrikes
have flared in the past two days
in areas of northern Gaza that
the Israeli military said had been
largely cleared of Hamas weeks
ago. The military Tuesday or-
dered the evacuation of two
neighborhoods on Gaza City’s
southern edge.

The north, including Gaza
City, has been isolated since

U.S., RUSSIATO SPEAK
ATU.N.TOPCOURTON
ISRAELI OCCUPATION

The Hague: The United States
and Russia will present argu-
ments on Wednesday in pro-
ceedings at the UN.'s highest
court examining the legality
of Israel's occupation of the
Palestinian territories. The
International Court of Justice
(ICJ), also known as the World
Court, was asked in 2022 by
the UN. General Assembly to
issue a non-binding opinion
on the legal consequences of
theoccupation. REUTERS

Israeli troops first moved into it
in late October. Large swaths of
the city have been reduced to
rubble, but several hundred
thousand Palestinians remain
largely cut off from aid.

They describe famine-like
conditions, in which families
limit themselves to one meal a
day and often resort to mixing
animal and bird fodder with
grains to bake bread.

“The situation is beyond your
imagination,” said Soad Abu
Hussein, awidow and mother of
five children sheltering in a
school in Jabaliya refugee camp.

Scorsese’s resurrection of Powel & Pressburger

EXPRESSAT

BERLINALE

SHUBHRAGUPTA
FEBRUARY 21

IN HER soft salmon pink silk shirt,
her eyes twinkling, as she says,
“oh, you're from India”, Thelma
Schoonmaker looks more like a
genial grandma presiding over a
tea-table, rather than the razor
sharp, multiple Oscar-winning
film editor that she is.

She’s here at the 74th
Berlinale, speaking about the
abiding influence the films of
Powell and Pressburger had on
Martin Scorsese, who received
the Golden Bear award for
Lifetime Achievement. If Scorsese
is considered a legend, with a
body of work that has stood the

test of time, Schoonmaker, the
editor of his films, is noless so.She
got to know Michael Powell
through Scorsese,and wenton to
marry the former, so who better
to shine a light on their relation-
ship than her?

Asachild, says Scorsese in the
two-hour long documentary,
‘Made In England : The Films Of
Powell And Pressburger’,he was an
asthmatic so he couldn’t go out
and play. Confined to his chair,and
the TV set in the living room, his
first encounter with these films
was nothing short of magic.
Hollywood films were not avail-
able on TV, but British films were,
and somewhere during those
endless repeats of The Red Shoes,
The Life And Death Of Colonel Blimp,
Black Narcissus and others, the
young Scorsese knew what he
was going to be when he grew up.

“Marty was born to be a film-
maker”, says Schoonmaker, “and
the Powell-Pressburger films
showed him the way. He loved
them because there were no he-
roes, or villains in their films, just
people like us”. The best part

Thelma Schoonmaker at the
74th Berlinale International
Film Festival in Berlin on
Tuesday. Reuters

about the documentary, apart
from Scorsese’s carefully-crafted
narration, are the clips from the
Powell and Pressburger pan-
theon, as well as from Scorsese’s
films : for those who haven’t
watched any of their movies,
those snippets are a real treat.
During the 30s and 40s, the
very British Michael Powell and
the Hungarian Emeric Pressburger

AcTIvists FIND BuUuiLDUP OF DUNG IN ANIMALS’ CRAMPED HOLDING PENS

Docked ship with 19,000 cows causes ‘unimaginable smell’ in Cape Town

LYNSEY CHUTEL
JOHANNESBURG, FEB 21

WHEN A smell so foul thatlocals
called it “unimaginable” wafted
over Cape Town this week, a
search for the source of the
stench choking the scenic South
African tourist destination led to
the city’s harbor.

Nearly 1 mile from thedockon
Monday morning, Terence van
der Walt, a local wine distributor,
was stuckin trafficwhen the odor,
made worse by the hot summer
weather,began to driftinto his car.
Witha smell so enveloping, rolling
up his windows felt pointless.

“It was so putrid,” van der

epaper..me'ss.cnm

Walt said Tuesday, describing his
experience. “It would have been
green if this were a cartoon.”
After the smell hovered over
Cape Town for several hours, a
team from the local environmen-
tal health department discovered
the source: a 623-foot-long live-
stock carrier registered in Kuwait
— with 19,000 cows onboard.
The carrier, Al Kuwait, had
docked in Cape Town'’s busy har-
bor Sunday to replenish the feed-
ing stocks during its journey to
Iraq from the Port of Rio Grande
in Brazil, according to shipping
data. The animals had been on-
board for more than two weeks.
It was the ship’s first time
docking in South Africa, said

Officials have instructed the port authorities to ensure that the
ship does not dump any waste into harbor. NYT

Jacques Peacock, a spokesperson
for the national Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
So the organization had ob-
tained a court order before the
vessel’s arrival that allowed in-
spectors from the group to board
the ship and inspect its cargo.
Onboard, they found abuildup
of feces and ammonia in the ani-
mals’ cramped holding pens
across several decks. Ithad created
an “unimaginable” odor, the group
said Monday in a statement.
“This smell is indicative of the
awful conditions the animals en-
dure,” it said. The group has cam-
paigned in South Africa against the
transportation of live animals by
sea and has lobbied the country’s

thrived,and their films, under their
banner of The Archers, found ea-
gerviewers flocking into theatres.
During World War 2 and after, they
hit a low, and quite astonishingly
soon, they were forgotten. Itis only
when Scorsese came looking for
them sometime in the 70s, and
made his admiration for the duo
well known, that interest in their
films was rekindled.

“No one knew who they were
before Marty resurrected them”,
says Schoonmaker. “In his autobi-
ography, Michael (Powell passed
away in 1990)said that after meet-
ingScorsese and baskingin the ev-
ident warmth of his regard, ‘the
blood started flowing in his veins
again™. Powell was the more force-
ful of the two, Pressburgerwas qui-
eter, but both worked really well,
picking on each other’s strengths.

The films, and their makers,
reached cult status shortly after,
and since then there have been
several retrospectives of their
work, something that
Schoonmaker, and David Hinton,
the director of Made In England are
thrilled about. Scorsese called

government toban the practicein
itswaters. Such vessels often have
poor ventilation and unhygienic
conditions, the group said,adding
that the animals risk being tram-
pled or injured in voyages over
rough seas, and the ships rarely
have an onboard veterinarian.
Although the South African
government issued new guide-
lines last year regarding animals
exported from the country,
Peacock said that the SPCA now
planned to seek stricter guide-
lines for ships coming from other
livestock-exporting nations.
The ship is owned by the
Kuwait-based Al Mawashi com-
pany, which specializes in live-
stock trade and transportation,

them the only independent-
minded directors who managed
to make their kind of films while
staying within the system, and
you can see what he means when
we see clips of their films-within-
the-film which celebrates their
work. It is a quality that Scorsese,
and other directors who blos-
somed in the 70s — Steven
Spielberg, Brian DePalma,among
others — wanted to incorporate
in their own work.

Iask Schoonmaker about her
process of collaborating with
Scorsese. Are there any disagree-
ments? “No, not really”, she said,
“We screen quite a few times,
more than most people in the
business, and Marty listens to
what I have to say. I have the
greatest job in the world”. She
does bring up the instance of
Raging Bull, arguably Robert De
Niro’s greatest role, “where we
had shot several scenes, and |
wanted to go with warmer
scenes but Marty wanted him to
be colder. And he was right”, she
laughs. “Itis the film I learnt the
most from him.”

with branches in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, South Africa and
Australia. The company did not
respond to requests for comment.

The carrier remained at the
port Tuesday and was expected
toleave South African waters by
Wednesday. Officials have in-
structed the local authority that
runs the port to ensure that the
ship does not pump any waste
into the harbor.

Last fall, heavy rains had dam-
aged pipes in another suburb,
sending sewage into rivers and
wetlands, said Caroline Marx, adi-
rector of Rethink the Stink,a water
activism group. “The city is years
behind where they would like to
be,” Marx said. NYT
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Fah Conscience
Nariman

Jurist & humanist
secured many a
verdict shaping
modern India

COOMI KAPOOR
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 21

FALI SAM Nariman, the excep-
tional jurist and humanist, a
colossus in the courts who
helped secure many a landmark
verdict in modern India, whose
moral authority steered and
even shaped the judiciary,
passed away in his sleep at his
home in New Delhi an hour af-
ter midnight Wednesday.

Nariman was 95.

The family issued a state-
ment that the burial will be held
February 22 at the Parsi
Aramgah and a prayer meeting
at the Parsi Anjuman in New
Delhi at 4 pm the same day.

Nariman, perhaps among the
last of adistinguished group of le-
gal luminaries, including Nani
Palkhivala, C K Daphtary, Ashok
Desai, Homi Seervai and Soli
Sorabji, was universally re-
spected. He was unafraid of freely
voicing his opinion on decisions
taken by successive governments
and Supreme Courts when he felt
that they had crossed the line. He
vigorously took up cudgels on be-
half of freedom of speech and
fundamental rights.

In his last book You Must
Know your Constitution, pub-
lished just four months ago,
Nariman warned that govern-
ments with huge majorities led
by populist leaders tend to

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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At Nariman’s home in New Delhi Wednesday. On the wall is
a photo of him with wife Bapsi who died in 2020. Anil Sharma

There can’t be another
Fali: Nation pays tribute

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 21

PRESIDENT DROUPADI Murmu
mourned the passing of the “ti-
tan among legal luminaries”;
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar called it an “unbridge-
able loss,” and his legacy and
contribution a “guiding light to
the nation.” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he was
“among the most outstanding
legal minds and intellectuals”
who “devoted his life to making

justice accessible to common cit-
izens.” Supreme Court, Chief
Justice ofIndiaDY Chandrachud
called him “great giant of an in-
tellectual.”

Fali Nariman’s death early
Wednesday evoked an outpour-
ing of grief, respect and a deep
sense of loss with voices — cut-
ting across party lines — joining
in to mourn his passing.

From Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP president | P
Nadda to Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge; Sonia and
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CBSE to conduct test run of open-book
examinations in select schools this year

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE CENTRAL Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) is
considering Open Book
Examinations (OBE) for students
of Classes 9to 12 inline with the

AMEEN SAYANI

1932-2024

recommendations of the new
National Curriculum Framework
released last year, The Indian
Express has learned.

According to sources, the
Board has proposed a pilot run of
open-book tests in a few schools
for English, Mathematics and
Science for Classes 9 and 10 and
English, Mathematics and

The voice

SUANSHU KHURANA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21
“NAMASKAR BEHNO aur bhaiyon,
main aapka dost Ameen Sayani bol
raha hoon,” announced Ameen
Sayani in 1952 from his under-
ground outpost of Radio Ceylon
in Sri Lanka and had a newly in-
dependent nation in a thrall.
Almost instantly, the warmth

epaper ..nex.ss . COm

Biology for Classes 11 and 12 later
this year to evaluate time taken
by students to complete such
tests and stakeholders’ response.
In an open-book exam, stu-
dents are allowed to carry their
notes, textbooks, or other study
material and refer to them during
the examination. However, OBEs
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

CENTRE CALLS FORCALM, TALKS

22-yr-old from Punjab
dies as Haryana uses
forceto stop farmers

Protest march on
hold; CM Mann
promises action
over death

KANCHAN VASDEV &
NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
SHAMBHU, KHANAURI,
FEBRUARY 21

A 22-YEAR-OLD Punjab farmer
died of a head injury Wednesday
at the state’s Khanauri border
crossing in Sangrur district when
Haryana security personnel used
teargas shells —and according to
farmers, even rubber bullets —
against them as they set out on
their ‘Dilli Chalo’ march to seek
aminimum support price (MSP)
guarantee.

Punjab officials said a total of
26 people were injured at the
Khanauri and Shambhu border
crossings which had been barri-

Karnataka to
make MNCs
display their
Kannadiga
staft details

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 21

THE KARNATAKA government is
framing rules that would man-
date multinational companies
(MNCs) to display details of
Kannadigas employed by them.
Kannada and Culture Minister
Shivaraj Tangadagi told reporters
on Wednesday that discussions
were underway in this regard.
“Rules are being framed. There is
a committee for it, which is
headed by me. There are secre-
taries from various departments
and MLAs (as members) who
have given suggestions,” he said.
BJP MLA C N Ashwath
Narayan, however, said the gov-
ernment cannot implement
such laws. “This will just remain
on paper...Itisa political drama,”
he said, adding that such rules
will be misused to harass com-
panies operating in Bengaluru
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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DEAL SEALED IN PAK:
SHEHBAZ WILL BE
PM, ZARDARI THE
PRESIDENT

of radlo S golden age

and affability of a voice from the
radio interrupted the sanctioned
solemnity and sternness that
came in the guise of authorita-
tive baritones, perfect pronunci-
ations, and diction — all of which
were associated with state-
owned All India Radio (AIR).
Sayani’s was a salutation in
Hindustani, with all the etiquette
in place; what he spoke was
friendly yet cultured, simply told,

somewhat urban, and thus,
modern. The voice joked with its
audiences, teased them, gave in-
teresting trivia, interviewed
celebrities, and punctuateditall
with “filmy sangeet”, the kind
that was a rage at the time.

For decades, one cocked
one’s ears to Binaca Geetmala, as
Sayani entered our homes and
hearts and played the top 10

CONTINUEDONPAGE 8

Farmers at Khanaurion
Punjab-Haryana border
Wednesday. jasbir Malhi

caded by Haryana Police to stop
the march.

Shubhkaran Singh, a youth
from Balloh village in Bathinda
district, became the first casualty
in the protest by farmers after he
died of a head injury. He was de-
clared “brought dead” at the
Rajindra Hospital in Patiala.

It was not clear what caused
Shubhkaran’s head injury.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Cabinet clears
8% Increase in
sugarcane FRP
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE CENTRE Wednesday de-
cided to hike the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP) of sug-
arcane to Rs 340 per quintal for
Sugar Season 2024-25 (October-
September) from the existing Rs
315 per quintal.

A decision to this effect was
taken by the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs which met
under the chairmanship of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The announcement is signif-
icant especially for Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra, the two
biggest sugarcane growing states
which are also among states

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Opp pact in UP: SP & Co
from 63 seats, Cong 17

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 21

AFTER WEEKS of tense negotia-
tions and hard bargaining, INDIA
bloc partners Samajwadi Party
(SP)and Congress finalised their
seat-sharing pact in Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh for
the upcoming Lok Sabha polls.
Under their agreement for
UP, the Congress will contest 17

out of 80 seats in the state, leav-
ing the remaining 63 seats for
the SP and its smaller allies.

In MP, the Congress has
agreed to allot the Khajuraho
seat to the SP and will field its
candidates from the remaining
28 constituencies in the state.

Congress sources said that All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra played a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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22-yr-old Punjab farmer killed

DIG (Patiala range) Harcharan
Singh Bhullar told The Indian
Express, “While the exact details
will be made available by doctors,
the information we have is thata
rubber bullet hit him
(Shubhkaran). We have senta DSP
to coordinate with the doctors.”

Citing the preliminary infor-
mation he received, Bhullar said,
“Agroup of protesters tried to cre-
ate asmokescreen by setting stub-
ble on fire and security personnel
hurled tear gas shells and fired
rubber bullets.”

Rajindra Hospital Medical
Superintendent DrHarnam Singh
Rekhi said, “Shubhkaran was
brought dead from Khanauri with
aninjury on the backof the head.”
He said it could be a bullet injury,
but the exact cause of the injury
would be known only after a post-
mortem examination. On a doc-
tor saying that a fall after being hit
by a bullet may have caused the
injury, Dr Rekhi said, “(This) can-
not be ruled out.”

The death of the youth

prompted farmer leaders to put
the protest march on hold until
Friday. Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee general secretary
Sarvan Singh Pandher, who was
present at Shambhu border, said
theywould “review” the situation
Friday.

Later in the evening, Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, president of the
BKU Ekta (Sidhupur), who had
beenstruck by a teargas shell, was
admitted to the Rajindra Hospital
in Patiala.

Meanwhile, Union Agriculture
Minister Arjun Munda called for
peace, and a return to the talk
table.

“After the fourth round (of
talks), the governmentisready to
discuss all issues like the MSP de-
mand, crop diversification, stub-
ble issue and FIRs (against farm-
ers). I again invite the farmer
leaders for discussion. Itisimpor-
tant for us to maintain peace,”
Munda said.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann vowed to pun-

ish those responsible for
Shubhkaran’s death. “I have seen
the video of the incident. We will
conduct aninvestigationand reg-
ister an FIR against the guilty offi-
cers.”

The Indian Express tried
reaching out to Haryana Home
Minister Anil Vij and DGP SS
Kapur for comments but they
were not available.

In a video statement on X
about the Khanauri incident,
Haryana Police AIG Manisha
Chaudhry said the “protesters sur-
rounded the police from all sides,
set fire to paddy stubble by sprin-
kling chilli powder, attacked the
policemen using sticks and maces
and indulged in stone pelting”
leaving “12 personnel seriously in-
jured”. There was no mention of
Shubhkaran’s death in the state-
ment.

Patiala Deputy Commissioner
SA Parray said at least 26 people
wereinjured - 17 at Khanauriand
9 at Shambhu. Four were referred
to the Rajindra Hospital in Patiala,

he said.

fired in their direction.

What they are doing is not done,”
he said.

Shubhkaran’s death.

e Cabinet clears 8% increase in sugarcane FRP

with the maximum number of
Lok Sabha seats.

Briefing the press Wednesday
night, I&B Minister Anurag Singh
Thakur said the FRP of Rs 340 per
quintal will be paid at the sugarre-
covery rate of 10.25 per cent and
foreachincrease of recovery by 0.1
per cent, farmers will get an addi-
tional price of Rs 3.32.

Astatementsaid, “Thisisa his-
toric price of sugarcane which is
about 8% higher than FRP of sug-
arcane for the current season
2023-24. The revised FRP will be
applicable w.e.f.01 Oct 2024.”

“At 107% higher than A2+FL
cost of sugarcane, the new FRP
will ensure prosperity for sugar-
cane farmers. It is noteworthy that
India is already paying the high-
est price of sugarcane in the world
and despite that, the Government
is ensuring the world’s cheapest
sugar to domestic consumers of
Bharat,” it stated.

“This decision of the Central
Government is going to benefit
more than 5 crore sugarcane
farmers (including family mem-

bers) and lakhs of other persons
involved in the sugar sector. It re-
confirms fulfilment of Modi ki
Guarantee to double farmers’ in-
come,” the statement said.

“With this approval, sugar
mills will pay FRP of sugarcane @
%340/quintal at a recovery of
10.25%. With each increase of re-
covery by 0.1%, farmers will getan
additional price ofX 3.32 while the
same amount will be deducted on
reduction of recovery by 0.1%.
However, X 315.10/quintal is the
minimum price of sugarcane
whichisatarecovery of 9.5%.Even
if sugar recovery is less, farmers
are assured of FRP @ X 315.10/
quintal.”

“In the last 10 years, Modi
Sarkar has ensured that farmers
get Right Price of their Crop in
Right Time. 99.5% cane dues of
previous sugar season 2022-23
and 99.9% of all other sugar sea-
sons are already paid to farmers
leading to the lowest cane arrears
pending in the history of the sugar
sector. With timely policy inter-
ventions by the Government,

sugar mills have become self-sus-
tainable and no financial assis-
tanceis being given to them by the
Government since SS 2021-22.
Still, the Central Government has
ensured ‘Assured FRP and
Assured Procurement’ of sugar-
cane to farmers,” it stated.

In a separate decision, the
Cabinet approved further modifi-
cation of the National Livestock
Mission by including some addi-
tional activities. According to a
statement, now 50 per cent capi-
tal subsidy up toRs 50lakh will be
provided toindividuals, FPO, SHG,
JLG,FCO and Section 8 companies
for establishment of entrepre-
neurship for horse, donkey, mule,
camel. “Also the state government
will be assisted for breed conser-
vation of horse, donkey and
camel. The Central Government
will provide 10 crore for establish-
ment of semen station and nu-
cleus breeding farm for horse,
donkey and camel,” the statement
said. “For increasing the fodder
cultivation areas, the state govern-
ment will be assisted for fodder

well as in degraded forest land.”

number of animals to be insured

cattle, sheep and goat,” it stated.
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Nariman’s uncompromising

- rectitude first came to public at-

Earlier, at Shambhu, farmers !
leaders including Pandher and |
Dallewal, along with their sup-
porters, moved towards the bor-
der while calling for restraint. It :
was then that teargas shells were
. officertodoso.

As he was led out, Dallewal
said, “We were not armed. There '
was no provocation. But they
(Haryana personnel) started
hurling teargas shells at us. This
is what they have been doing,
lobbing shells at youths. Howdo
they say then that the youths :
have been provoking them?

tentionwhenon June 26,1975 he
resigned his post as Additional
Solicitor General hours after then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had
declared the Emergency. He was
the only senior government law

During the Emergency, he de-
veloped a special bond with this
newspaper and its late owner
Ramnath Goenka, who lived un-
der the constant threat of the clo-
sure of his newspaper chain with
a vindictive Gandhi government
filing dozens of cases all over the
country.

At one point, Nariman sug-

- gested to Goenka that maybe

Before the news of the !
youth’s death at Khanauri, the !
farmers leaders, who had given
a call for the march to startat 11
am, had engaged in talks with of-
ficials at the Shambhu border for
afifthround of talks with Central |
ministers. They stormed out of |
the meeting after learning of
- onceagain stand by the Expressin
. 1980-84 when then Delhi Lt
- Governor Jagmohan soughttode-
. molish a section of the Express
- building. His special relationship
cultivationin the non-forestland,
waste land/ range land/ non- |
arable as well as forest land ‘Non-
Forest Wasteland/ Rangeland/ |
Non-arable Land’ and ‘Fodder '
Production from Forest Land’ as
. matter since he felt strongly. My

“The Livestock Insurance pro- !
gramme has been simplified. The
beneficiary share of the premium |
for the farmers has beenreduced
and it will be 15% as against the |
current beneficiary share of 20%, '
30%, 40% and 50%. Remaining |
amount of the premium will be |
shared by the Centre and the State !
at 60:40 for all states, 90:10. The . . .
e There can’t be another Fali: Nation pays tribute
has also beenincreased to 10 cat- |
tle unit instead of 5 cattle unit for
- Nath Kovind and Delhi Chief

The Cabinet also approved a
proposal of the Department of '
Water Resources, River Develop- |
ment & Ganga Rejuvenation for |
continuation of “Flood Manage- '
Areas '
Programme " with total outlay of
Rs. 4,100 crore for 5 years from
. Express and for me personally,”

“enoughisenough” —and thathe
should find a way out — but
Goenka was insistent and
Nariman rose to stand by him,
conjuring “out-of-the-box” legal
defences for The Indian Express un-
til the Emergency was finally lifted
inMarch 1977.

The senior counsel would

with The Indian Express continued
throughout his life.

When Nariman felt strongly
on an issue, he would often tele-
phone me to inform that he
would be writing on a particular

colleagues on the edit page often
used me as a “messenger girl”
when they sought the eminent ju-
rist’s take on anissue.

Some months ago,lasked jok-
ingly why Iwas used as the inter-
mediary. Was it because we were
fellow Parsis? He simply laughed

Rahul Gandhi; ex-president Ram

Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik and Tamil NaduCM M K
Stalin, tributes poured in from
across the nation.

“Fali Nariman’s passing is a
tremendous loss for The Indian

said Viveck Goenka, chairman,
Express Group. “His association

and said, “Nonsense.”

He was unfailingly warm with
a wonderful sense of humour. It
came as a surprise, therefore, to
discover that some of his most
heavyweight clients and fellow
lawyers were, in fact, so much in
awe of him that they feltslightly
intimidated and fearful in his pres-
ence.

He was said to have a short
fuse and did not suffer fools gladly.
His clients were also terrified of
the little pug by his side during
briefings. Despite being warned
not to pat the dog, some injudi-
ciously did so to their cost. The
master was never apologetic over
his pet’s behaviour.

Nariman joked that, infact, he
wasarefugeeinIndia. He grew up
inthen Burmassince his father had
settled in Rangoon to start a
branch of the New India Insurance
Company. When the Japanese de-
clared war on the Allies in 1941,
the Narimans had to hastily pack
their belongings and embark on
an arduous journey by foot from
Mandalay to the Indian border. His
conscientious father ensured that
his office insurance files were
taken along, even if most of the
family’s personal luggage had to
be left behind.

Despite being based in Burma,
his schooling was in India, in Jesuit
institutions, Bishop Cotton School,
Shimla, and St Xavier’s College,
Mumbai.

Years later, when he was the
government counsel for Gujarat,
Nariman was tasked with defend-
ing the construction of the
Narmada dam against a PIL filed
by Medha Patkar and others.
Gujarat law officers were taken
aback when one day he angrily
and abruptly returned the brief to
them saying he was extremely
upset over reported violent inci-
dents against Christian mission-
aries in the state.

with us started with Ramnath
Goenka and the Emergency, but
itdid not end there. His relation-
ship with the Indian Express
deepened over the years and was
beyond that of lawyer and client
— he was more like Ramnathji’s
kindred spirit. Fali took no fees
from the Express, and always said
it was because he believed that
the paper continues to uphold
the values of Ramnathji, values
that need constant vigil and ever-

e CBSE to conduct test run of
open-book exams in select schools

are not necessarily easier than
closed-book exams; often they
are more challenging. This is be-
cause an open-book test does
not assess a student's memory
but her understanding of a sub-
ject and ability to analyse or ap-
ply concepts. Itis not merely jot-
ting down content from a
textbook onto the answer script.
The Indian Express has
learned that the pilot is proposed
to be conducted in November-
December this year and based
on the experience, the Board will
decide whether this form of as-
sessment should be adopted
across all its schools for Classes
9 to 12. The pilot will be focused
on assessing higher-order think-
ing skills, application, analysis,
critical and creative thinking,
and problem solving abilities.
The Board is planning to
wrap up the design and devel-
opment of the OBE pilot by June
and has decided to consult Delhi
University (DU) for the same.
The DU introduced open book
tests, despite opposition, in
August 2020 during the Covid
pandemic which had disrupted
the academic calendar.
Students had approached
Delhi High Court against this
move on the ground that it
would be “discriminatory” to-
wards those who do not have ac-
cess to the Internet and infra-
structure — the underprivileged
and PwD category students, spe-
cially the visually challenged.
The court later permitted DU to
hold the OBE for final-year un-
dergraduate and postgraduate
students. Regular students were
given three hours to complete
the examination and an addi-
tional hour for scanning answer
sheets and uploading them,
where PwD students got six
hours for the examination.

The
previous
® experience

EXPLAINED

THE CBSE had previously
experimented with an
Open Text Based
Assessment or OTBA for-
mat for the year-end ex-
ams of Classes 9 and 11
for three years from
2014-15 to 2016-17, but it
was scrapped based on
negative feedback from
stakeholders.

Ajay Arora, OSD Examination
at DU, told The Indian Express:
“The first OBE assessment was
held in August 2020 and the last
one was held in March 2022.DU
resumed physical mode com-
pletely in January 2022 but the
last round of OBE was given as an
option for students who joined
the varsity in November 2021.
We resumed the normal mode
of examination thereafter.”

According to sources, while
deliberating the proposal to in-
troduce OBE for CBSE schools,
the curriculum committee of the
Board discussed late last year the
need to develop high-quality
textbooks to ensure that stu-
dents understand and accept
this new method of assessment.

During the curriculum com-
mittee meeting, some members
also proposed having teachers
take the open book exams first
to understand the concept and
help them develop OBE materi-
als of similar quality to those of
the Advanced Placement exam-
ination — an entrance exam for
colleges in the United States —
setting it as a standard bench-
mark.
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Like most Parsi lawyers of his
day, Nariman, after completing his
legal degree from the
Government Law College
Mumbai, began his career in the
chambers of the legendary, Sir
Jamshed Kanga, though hisimme-
diate senior was Kharshedji
Bhabha. He joked that he had “half
achair” in the crowded extended
chamber. He was partof an earlier
generation of lawyers largely from
the Bombay High Court who
judged the standing of an advo-
cate not in terms of the fees
charged but their contributionsin
shaping the law and legal crafts-
manship.

Nariman, initially, specialised
in corporate law and was lead
counsel in several high-profile
corporate battles, including the
civil litigation against Union
Carbide arising out of the 1984
Bhopal Gas tragedy. He would
later acknowledge he made a mis-
take in accepting the brief.

The path-breaking cases in
which he was involved, included
the Golaknath case, TMA Pai
Foundation case and Jayalalithaa’s
disproportionate assets case. He
fought on behalf of the Supreme
Court Bar Association for the right
of judges to be appointed only by
judges, but conceded inlateryears
that the collegium system had
failed. However, he repeatedly
flagged the need for the judiciary
tobeinsulated from political pres-
sure.

With his booming voice, clar-
ity of mind and alarge fund of riv-
eting anecdotes to lace his argu-
ments, Nariman was a star
attraction in court. In later years,
he was particularly focused onis-
sues concerning freedom of ex-
pression, constitutional rights
and upholding the country’s sec-
ular fabric. He was a prolific writer
with a racy style and self-depre-
cating sense of humour. (He once

spirited defence.

“We have lost an intellectual
giant, a titan of the law who epit-
omized intellect combined with
dignity, grace and an uncompro-
mising commitment to justice.
He and his work will remain an
inspiration —and a guiding light
— for all those who believe in the
cause of a free press and its role
in securing the democratic rights
of our citizens. May his soul rest
in peace,” Goenka added.

e Fali Conscience Nariman: Secured many a verdict shaping modern India

- slowly bend the written and un-
- writtenruleswhich condition the
- correct functioning of a liberal
- democracy.

acknowledged that law was not
his first choice. His father wanted
him to join the ICS, but he felt his
grades were not good enough.)

His biography Before Memory
Fadesis abestseller.Until the end,
he kept himself busy. Even if his
hearing was weak and his health
frail, he remained in touch with
all that was happening around
him.

Over the years, he received
numerous awards and accolades.
He won the Padma Bhushan and
Padma Vibhushan, he was nom-
inated by the Presidentin 1999 to
the Rajya Sabha in the special
quota for distinguished persons.
He gave up his flourishing legal
practice during his entire six-year
tenure in Parliament.

He served for many years on
the International Commission of
Jurists and was its chairperson
from 1995 to 1997. He headed the
committee to examine how racial
discrimination affected the award-
ing of death penalties in the USA,
with the accused not provided
with proper legal representation,
nor a fair jury selection process.

Nariman is survived by his
son, former Supreme Court
Justice, Rohinton Nariman, whose
proud father always acknowl-
edged that his son was far more
knowledgeable than he in the
Zoroastrian scriptures; his daugh-
ter Anaheeta as well as his daugh-
ter-in-law Sanaya and grand-
daughters.

When his wife, Bapsi Nariman,
amasterchef of a cook and writer
of many popular cook books,
passed away in 2020, Nariman
phoned me the next day to gra-
ciously thank and say that “Bapsi
would have beendelighted by her
obit if she were still alive.”

I can only hope that my trib-
ute to Fali Uncle would meet his
exacting standards if he were
alive.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta recalled the professional
as well as personal rapport he
had with the jurist. “The country
has lost the epitome of what
righteousness stood for. The le-
gal fraternity is intellectually
poorer today. Such intellectual
giants do not die. They remain
immortal through their contri-
bution. There cannot be and will
not be another Fali Nariman,”
Mehta said.

... SP’Cong .a.lﬁahce mUP’Mp I

“crucial role” in resolving the
standoff between the two INDIA
parties by speaking with SP na-
tional president Akhilesh Yadav
over the phone to clinch the deal.

The SP-Congress seat-sharing
pact would come as a shot in the
arm to the beleaguered INDIA
bloc which has been lurching
from crisis to crisis.

“Following our discussion, it
has been decided that the
Congress would contest 17 seats
in UP. On the remaining 63 seats,
Samajwadi Party and other par-
ties of INDIA bloc would declare
their candidates to fight and de-
feat BJP,” AICC general secretary
Avinash Pande told a joint press
conference along with UP
Congress chief Ajay Rai, state SP
chief Naresh Uttam and SP na-
tional spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary.

While thanking AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and
Akhilesh, Pandey highlighted
Priyanka’s role in forging their al-
liance, saying it proved to be “de-
cisive”. “We would specially like
to thank Priyanka Gandhi ji for
playing a crucial role in finalising
the alliance and for her efforts to
bring all such forces together
which can defeat BJP,” he said.

The 17 seats allotted to the
Congress include Raebareli,
Amethi, Kanpur, Fatehpur Sikri,
Bansgaon, Saharanpur, Prayagraj,
Maharajganj, Varanasi, Amroha,
Jhansi, Bulandshahr, Ghaziabad,
Mathura, Sitapur, Barabanki and
Deoria.

While Varanasi is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s con-
stituency, Raebareli and Amethi
are among the few remaining
strongholds of the Congress in UP.
In the 2019 polls, Rahul Gandhi

lost from Amethi to the BJP’s
Smriti Irani, while Sonia Gandhi
retained her Raebareli seat.

Sonia has now bid farewell to
electoral politics and her
Raebareli seat, deciding to file
nomination for the February 27
Rajya Sabha polls from Rajasthan.
She is likely to be replaced by
Priyanka, her daughter, as the
Congress candidate from
Raebareli.

The SP will retain the
Lucknow and Faizabad seats
along with most of the con-
stituencies in the western UP re-
gion barring Saharanpur,
Mathura, Ghaziabad and
Bulandshahr.

Naresh Uttam said, “For social
harmony in the country and to
end social and economic inequal-
ity, Samajwadi Party and
Congress have decided seat-shar-
ing.” He said that Akhilesh would
decide the candidates in 63 seats
left for the SP under the deal.

Ajay Rai said, “The way our
leader Priyanka Gandhi is work-
ing hard, it has given us strength
and we will make all efforts to
fight from the 17 seats.”

On Akhilesh’s statement that
he would join Rahul’s Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra, whichis currently tra-
versing UP, only after the conclu-
sion of his party’s seat-sharing
with the Congress, Pande said the
SP supremo had said earlier that
hewould join the Yatrain Amethi
or Raebareli. He said since the
Yatra has crossed these two belts
and would now resume from
west UP on February 24, the
Congress has informed the SP
about Rahul’s route map ahead.
Akhilesh would now decide
about his planto join the Yatra, he
said.

e Kannadiga staff details

and other parts of the state.

The committee will discuss
new rules to ensure that
Kannadigas are preferred when
employment is provided. “We
will discuss how the rules should
be for MNCs and for industries of
the state,” Tangadagi said.

During discussion on the
Kannada Language Compre-
hensive Development (Amend-
ment) Bill — which mandates 60
per cent Kannada in signboards
of all business establishments in
the state — at the Legislative
Council on Tuesday, the minister
had first revealed the state gov-
ernment’s proposal.

Failure to comply with the
rules could lead to the cancella-
tion of an establishment’s li-
cence, the minister said.

Information Technology and
Bio-technology minister Priyank
Kharge pointed out that there
are already laws in the state to
ensure employment is provided
to those who have lost land for
projects as well as to make sure
Kannadigas get preference in
employment.

“Whenever there is adiscus-
sion on investment with compa-
nies, we always insist that
Kannadigas should be pre-
ferred,” he said.
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SECURITY AT DELHI BORDERS TIGHTENED AS PUNJAB FARMERS RESUME ‘DILLI CHALO’ MARCH

Little respite as traffic woes continu

Traffic snarl on the Ring Road near Sarai Kale Khan on
Wednesday night. Tashi Tobgyal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

DELHI'S BARRICADED borders
with Gurgaon and Ghaziabad
saw snaking lines of vehicles on
Wednesday as farmers from
Punjab resumed their ‘Dilli
Chalo’ march, following their re-
jection of the Centre’s five-year
minimum support price (MSP)
proposal. Though farmers were
stopped by police at Punjab’s
borders with Haryana, the im-
pact was witnessed in Delhi as
commuters spent hours trying
to travel through the two NCR
towns into the Capital.

The Delhi, Gurgaon, and
Ghaziabad police, meanwhile,
made elaborate arrangementsin-
cluding several layers of barricad-
ing, concertina wire, and concrete
blocks to restrict vehicular move-
ment. This led to traffic chaos at
places such as Rajokri and Sarhol
borders, Delhi-Gurgaon Highway
(NH-48)and Delhi-Bahadurgarh
Highway during peak office hours
on Wednesday morning and
evening. The impact was also felt
in areas like ITO, Dhaula Kuan,
Rajokri, Ashram, Mathura Road,
and at entry and exit points of
Delhi’s borders.

Gurgaon Police, meanwhile,
said barricading by Delhi Police
was the reason behind the crawl-
ing traffic. “Police were checking
vehicles on the Delhi side, lead-
ing to slow vehicular movement.
As it was the peak hour, the con-
dition got worse on Delhi-Jaipur
Highway,” said an officer.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police

beefed up security across the city
and the borders. While Tikri and
Singhu were sealed, the service
lane of Delhi-Meerut express-
way at Ghazipur was closed on
both sides.

Singhu border was heavily
fortified with five layers of metal
barricades topped with barbed
wires, two layers of cement bar-
ricades, and trucks and eight
portable cabins blocking roads.

Security personnel were
seen carrying teargas shells as
well. Said an RAF officer, “Evenif
they (farmers) break through the
multiple layers of barricading,
we have teargas to ensure they
do not enter the Singhu border
premises... Security has been
heavily ramped up as compared
to what it was during the 2020
protests. Directions have been is-
sued to ensure teargas is used if
they get near Singhu.”

At Tikri, there was massive
deployment of troops from the
police and Rapid Action Force.
Barriers, barbed wires, and
CCTVs were installed over the
past week in the area.

DCP (Outer) Jimmy Chiram
said there was sufficient deploy-
ment of the force, besides para-
military personnel, at the Delhi-
Haryana borders. “Our motive is
not to disturb traffic, but to en-
sure safety, security,and law and
order. Teams are checking all the
vehicles to ensure farmers do not
enter the national capital.”

Security personnel have been
directed to not allow one protester
or vehicle to enter Delhi, said a
senior officer, adding that mock
security drills were conducted.
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At Singhu border, Wednesday. Security was stepped up in light of the farmers resuming their protest. Gajendra Yadav

CAPITAL CURBS: WHAT'S CLOSED

Security personnel at Tikri. Tashi Tobgyal

Singhu Border Traffic snarls

_ in Delhi-NCR

Ashram ',
Tikri Border b
Eﬂ;ﬁla ITO _ Ghazipur

Delhi-Jaipur _c— (Delhi-Meerut
Highway (NH-48) : Expressway)
Rajokri i
(Delhi-Gurgaon border) = _ Mathura Road

ATTIKRIAND
SINGHU

M Both borders to
Haryana remain
sealed

B Heavy deployment
of police personnel
and paramilitary
forces

M Multi-layered
barricades of concrete
and iron nails

B Trenches dugup
AT GHAZIPUR

M Service lane of
Delhi-Meerut
Expressway closed
on both sides

M Barricades put up
and heavy vehicles
parked on a stretch of
about 100 metres on
both sides of the
Expressway

AT SINGHU & TIKRI BORDERS, BUSINESSES — AND DAILY LIFE—GRIND TOA HALT

Barely recovered from prevmus protest: Traders

UPASIKA SINGHAL
& SAMAN HUSAIN
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

AUTO DRIVERS, traders to nurs-
ing home staff and labourers: For
the past week, life for the com-
mon people has ground to a halt
at Tikri and Singhu, on the Delhi-
Haryana border, amid heavy se-
curity measures deployed for the
farmers’ protest. Both borders
have been sealed.

A 1.5-km stretch of no man’s
land between Bahadurgarh and
Tikri was sandwiched between
two barriers — on one side, the
Haryana Police set up a barricade
using shipping containers, and
on the other side, the Delhi Police
propped up multiple layers of
barricades, concertina wire, and
concrete blocks. Auto drivers,
who used to ferry people be-
tween Tikri and Bahadurgarh,
now take them between the bar-
riers. “We earned at least Rs 800
to Rs 900 earlier, but now we
earn around half of that,” said
Santosh, an auto driver.

Meanwhile, Metro pillars be-
tween Tikri and Bahadurgarh
were plastered with posters, put

People cross the heavily barricaded border at Singhu. Some
carried their belongings on their heads. Gajendra Yadav

up by Confederation of Bahadur-
garh Industries (COBI), pleading
with farmers toreach a consensus
with the government. “We suf-
fered during Covid and then the
360 days’ of farmers protests (in
2020-21)... we had barely recov-
ered from that when they started
protesting again,” said Pardeep
Koul, general secretary, COBI.
With 26 industrial areas in
Jhajjar and approximately 2,500

factories in MIE Parts A& B alone,
Koul said most factories, which are
mostly micro and small indus-
tries, would be put out of business
if the border closure continues.
Hospitals too have been hit. At
CNC Nursing Home, located be-
hind the Tikri border’s barricades,
Dr Deepanshi Aggarwal sat idly
inanempty OPD ward. Before the
borders closed, she would see at
least 40 to 50 patients a day,

which has now reduced to half.
“Patients complain about having
to walk to the clinic and then
telling the police why they should
be let through,” said Aggarwal.

At J] Institute of Medical
Sciences, located before the
Bahadurgarh barriers, director
Deepak Khattar said ambulance
services can’t function with such
blockades on the road. The clo-
sures have also hit the hospital’s
medicine and oxygen supply. “...
It'sarelief we have an oxygen gen-
erator here, else we would’'ve
beenin trouble,” he added.

He said his hospital has been
turned into a ‘police control roon’,
with officers using the premises
to monitor the border.

Getting across on foot

Meanwhile, at Singhu, peo-
ple were forced to cross the
heavily barricaded border on
foot — some even carrying loads
on their heads. Bacchalal (18),
who is in the goods transporta-
tion business, said, “Commuting
has been particularly difficult
during the last few days; we im-
port clothes from Balgarh to
Delhi every day... now, we have
to walk kilometres carrying the

bundles on our heads as trucks
are being stopped at the border.”
Raghurani (65) from Gohana,
who was on her way to Ayodhya
for a pilgrimage, was seen jump-
ing across the barricades while
balancing a pile of clothes on her
head. “...I've no other choice as I
have to catch a train from New
Delhi railway station,” she said.
Tempo drivers said they were
facing losses due to fewer cus-
tomers. “Generally, we would
earn around Rs 700 to Rs 800 a
day...after paying rent for the ve-
hicle, we would be left with Rs
500...Now, after the rent, we are
left with not more than Rs 200,”
said drivers Ajit and Jagpal.
Work at factories in Kundli
Industrial Area too has come to
a standstill. Subhash, who works
at Bharat Motor Transport, said,
“Over 250 trucks have been
standing idle for the past week...
workers are facing huge losses.”
Meanwhile, locals were spot-
ted gingerly crossing multiple
ditches dug upin the alleys of the
industrial area — a bid by police
to stop farmers. “It is concerning
to cross these ditches at night...
they are hardly visible,” said
Savita Bansera, a labourer.

FOUNDER OF DELHI STREET ART, H1S PROJECTS SPANNED OVER 20 CITIES

Yogesh Saini, who added colour to Delhi’s streets one wall at a time, dies

VANDANAKALRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

IN 2013, when Yogesh Saini, an
engineer with over a decade of
experience workingin the US, re-
turned home to Delhi, it was
sheer instinct and desire to beau-
tify his city that led him to starta
drive under the banner of Delhi
Street Art (DSA). A man with a
mission, his means was art and
painting the streets in cities across

India. “Itis important to keep the
city clean and maintain that. The
onus lies not just with the author-
ities but also the citizens,” he said
in an interview with The Indian
Express in September 2023.

On February 19, he passed
away following a heart attack. He
was 64. A prayer meeting will be
held on Thursday.

“His approach was that he
wanted to leave a legacy, with
people enjoying art, both the
process of creation and once it

epaper..nelss.t:nm

was complete,” says artist-cura-
tor Akshat Sinha, CEO of Delhi
Street Art.

A resident of Alaknanda,
Saini had no formal training in
artbut he did believe in its power
to bring people together. His first
projectin 2013 was painting the
dustbins at Lodhi Garden, which
included one by him.

While a team of artists was
gradually built, over time one
project led to another and soon
he was working with the New

Delhi Municipal Council for the
beautification of Shankar
Market, where DSA painted an
array of motifs, from flying birds
to city life, music and dance.

At Khan Market is a wall de-
signed as an Art Nukkad, with
protagonists from different

Saini had no formal training
in art but he believed in its
power to bring people
together. Archive

In Gr Noida,
farmers hold
tractor march

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 21

FOLLOWING A call by the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) to
hold a one-day protest in sup-
port of farmers of Haryana and
Punjab, Gautam Buddh Nagar’s
farmers Wednesday set out on
their tractors — with DJs playing
songs on the agrarian crisis — to
the collectorate office in Greater
Noida’s Surajpur.

Apart from a legal guarantee
for Minimum Support Price,
they listed their demands: stop
attacking core values of the
Constitution, abolish the new
pension scheme, and announce
a comprehensive loan waiver
scheme. This was submitted to
President Droupadi Murmu
through the district magistrate.

“In this district alone, farm-
ers have been protesting against
the Noida and Greater Noida au-
thorities for many months, but
are not being heard... Our villages
are being displaced due to the
(Jewar) airport, but we are not
getting proper compensation...
We have been residents here for
thousands of years, how can
they do this to us?” said Pawan
Khatana, BKU’s Western UP
president, who led the protest.

“Our strategy is very clear.
Either the government should
find a solution to this matter, else
wherever the farmers sit, that
very place will become the bor-
der. We do not live very far from
Delhi...,” added Khatana.

Rajiv Malik, BKU state
spokesperson, said the govern-
ment is treating farmers as if
they are traitors and enemies of
the state. “...Is this how you treat
annadata? Before farmers even
left their homes, you have in-
stalled barricades, boulders, and
driven nails (into the road) at the
Capital’s borders. Are you
preparing for war...?” he ques-
tioned.

Meanwhile, following direc-
tives from UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, a three-member
committee has been formed to
come up with a “reasonable and
satisfactory solution” to address
the concerns of farmers in the
Noida and Greater Noida areas,
officials said Wednesday.

walks of life. To mark the G20
Summit in Delhi last year, DSA
painted, among others, pillars
standing between Dilli Haat and
INA market with traditional mo-
tifs from Gond and Madhubani
art. “He touched so many lives
and inspired so many young-
sters,” says Sinha, adding, “We
would look out for walls, in some
cases also with the objective that
people would want to keep it
clean thereby.”

While the projects DSA un-

AAP-Cong alliance:

@ Kejriwal now says

talks ‘much delayed’

JATINANAND &
MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

WILL THEY? Won’t they? The
question that was on everyone’s
mind ahead of the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls is back to haunt the
Aam Aadmi Party and Congress.
A day after Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said dur-
ing a press conference that the
seat-sharing agreement between
the two parties had reached the
“final stage” and that the alliance
between the two would be an-
nounced “very soon”, he told re-
porters on Wednesday that the
discussions were “much delayed”.
Asked when the announce-
ment regarding seat-sharing will
be made, Kejriwal, who was in-
teracting with mediapersons,
smiled and said, “I don’t know.”
According to sources, the tim-
ing of the pactis not the only road-
block in coming to an agreement
on how the seven seats in the
Capital are going to be distributed
between the parties. Congress
sources said the party was confi-
dent that an understanding in
Delhi would be reached over the
coming days. However, discus-
sions around seats in other states
will have to be finalised first.
“Apart from the timing, the
fact that AAP has already de-
clared two candidates in Gujarat
without consulting usis anissue.
Delhi is the easier issue to solve
as leaders of both parties and
their state units are in favour of
tying up. We are confident that

Sources said a meeting
is expected to be held

on Thursday to discuss
the seats outside Delhi

anagreement will be reached. It
is instances like Gujarat that are
proving to be roadblocks. We are
willing to part with one of the
two seats that they want, but we
will tell them which other seat
they will contest,” said a senior
Congress leader.

Sources said thatin 2019, the
sticking point was AAP’s de-
mand for a share in Punjab and
Haryana. This time, the state
units of both parties have de-
cided to go it alone in Punjab.

Sources said a meeting is ex-
pected to be held on Thursday to
discuss the seats outside Delhi.
Anannouncement will be made
soon after, a source said.

The matter of delay was first
raised by AAP, when it an-
nounced candidates on three
seats in Assam. A few days later,
AAP national general secretary
(organisation) Sandeep Pathak
said that it wants to contest on
eight seats in Gujarat, based on
the 13% vote share it got in the
Assembly polls in the state. He
also said that a final decision on
seat-sharing was delayed and
would leave the parties with
very little time to campaign.

BJP has wonall seven seatsin
Delhi in 2014 and 2019.In 2019,
its vote share in all seven seats
was over 50%.

CM Arvind Kejriwal during the Budget session of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly, Wednesday. P11

CM: Chandigarh mayoral
poll judgment a message
to growing dictatorship

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE SUPREME Court’s verdict on
the Chandigarh mayoral polls
was a strong message to the
“growing dictatorship” in the
country, said Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal during the Delhi
Assembly session Wednesday.

Terming Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud’s judgment a
“clear message” from God, the
AAP convenor said it underlined
that the BJP was not impervious
to defeat. “God has given a clear
message that if the BJP can lose
the Chandigarh mayor elections,
it can also lose the general elec-
tions. The BJP does not win elec-
tions, it rigs them,” he alleged.

Leader of Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri argued that the matter
could not be discussed in the
Assembly as per rules, and
walked out.

Kejriwal used historical and
mythological anecdotes to de-
scribe the recent turn of events

dertook and the walls it painted
spanover 20 cities, from Malana
(Himachal  Pradesh) to
Ahmedabad (Gujarat), efforts
were also made to initiate a
change through art. On the
boundary wall outside Suncity
School in Gurgaon, for instance,
is a painted plea for gender par-
ity. Ata slumin Delhi’s Raghubir
Nagar, where DSA worked off
and on for over amonthin 2019,
meanwhile, efforts were made
to try to involve people residing

in the Chandigarh election. “It
was Lord Krishna”, he said, “who
didn’tlet the cameras turn off to
bring out the real face of BJP in
front of everyone”.

“Just like Draupadi, Lord Shri
Krishna protected the democ-
racy of the country. It was a dif-
ferent atmosphere in the
Supreme Court yesterday, it felt
like Lord Shri Krishna was right
there, speaking through the
medium of Honourable Chief
Justice of India,” he added.

What was happening in the
country today, Kejriwal alleged,
had shaken people’s faith in right-
eousness, honesty, and truth,
while so much wrongdoing had
become prevalent that MLAs
were “being bought openly”.

Bidhuri, meanwhile, saidina
statement, “While we respect
the SC's decision in the mayoral
elections, the other aspect of the
picture is that AAP does not have
a majority in the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation. In the
council of 35 members, the AAP
has only 10 members, while the
BJP has 18.”

in the neighbourhood.

“He always wanted to work
with the local community and
engage with people, allowing
them to express their ideas
through art. He wasn’t com-
mercially driven and wanted
people to enjoy art,” says
Yashika Gupta, Project Manager
with DSA.

She adds, “We hope to take
forward and implement what
he envisioned for the streets
across India.”
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Popular Connaught
Place shops sealed
over pending taX dues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE EMBASSY restaurant,
Naturals ice-cream parlour, Bata,
Reebok and OnePlus show-
rooms — popular eateries and
shopping outlets in Connaught
Place were in for a shock this
week when officials of the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) turned up at their
premises to recover tax dues.

Naturals and Dr Jayna’s
Dental Clinic were sealed on
Wednesday. Owners alleged that
the NDMC's tax recovery cell
reached the premises of different
shops and asked them to either
pay taxes worth crores withinan
hour or vacate in 15 minutes.

A notice pasted by officials on
the sealed properties read, “In
compliance with the direction of
Attachment u/s 102 of the NDMC
Act 1994... the above-cited prop-
erty/premises has been... sealed
on 19.02.2024 in the presence of
the representative/owner/occu-
pier of the subject premises.”

An NDMC official told The
Indian Express, “The process of re-
covery is initiated as per the due
process of law — assessment or-
ders were issued, demands con-
firmed and bills raised for pay-
ment of dues. No appeal was filed
in court, thereby the demand at-
tained finality... Recovery notices
were issued, giving ample oppor-
tunity to pay outstanding dues
but no dues have been realised...
Failing this, the NDMC was con-
strained toinitiate attachment of
properties as a last resort.”

People gather outside the
Embassy Restaurant at CP
on Wednesday. @NDTAofficial

The New Delhi Traders’
Association (NDTA) said the new
property tax being charged by the
council is “irrational and arbi-
trary”. An NDTA office-bearer
claimed, “Bataand Reebok show-
rooms were asked to pay taxes
through cheques on Monday... Dr
Jayna’s Dental Clinic and Naturals
were blocked. Officials also en-
tered the Embassy Restaurant
without prior permission.”

NDTA president Atul Bhargava
said the due process for tax recov-
ery has not been followed. “A few
shops were sealed inE, Dand L
blocksin the Inner Circle and some
other premises were sealed at
Radial roads. Occupants were un-
duly forced to pay part/full
cheques within an hour and then
the premises were de-sealed...
Some are still lying sealed as they
could not pay at that time... NDTA
demands that the council hold
property tax camps to discuss
cases of each property with own-
ersand toarrive atamutual value.”

DWARKA SOCIETY: GRANDDAUGHTER HOSPITALISED

83-yr-old woman jumps from
balcony to escape fire, dies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

AN 83-YEAR-OLD woman died
after jumping from a balcony of
the Pacific Apartment in Dwarka
on Wednesday, after her flat on
the fourth floor caught fire, said
officers on Wednesday.

Ankit Kumar, deputy com-
missioner of police (Dwarka),
said that they received a PCR call
at the Dwarka South police sta-
tion about the blaze inside the
apartment’s flat no. 502 in Sector
10 on Wednesday.

Firefighters were immedi-
ately deployed to the spot,and the
two women who jumped off the
balcony were eventually rescued.

The two women — Jasuri Devi
(83)and her granddaughter Pooja
Pant(30)— had jumped from the
balcony to save themselves. “After

initial treatment, they were
moved to Ayushman Hospital,
where Jasuri was declared dead
on arrival. Pooja is undergoing
treatment,” said Kumar.

Delhi Fire Services chief Atul
Gargsaid that they were informed
aboutthefireincidentat 12:30pm
on Wednesday, and six fire ten-
ders were sent to the spot. “..The
fire damaged property of the two
3 BHK flats — one on the fourth
floor and the other on fifth...”

Nobody was present on the
fifth floor where the fire broke
out, said officers, adding that
the deceased and her 30-year-
old granddaughter were inside
their flat on the fourth floor at
the time.

“When the garbage collector
came to collect waste from the
house on the fourth-floor, he saw
thick smoke coming out of the
flat and approached the neigh-

Fire at the apartmentin
Dwarka Sector 10. ANI

bours for help immediately. They,
together, tried to break open the
flat’s door, but failed. Police and
fire brigade were eventually in-
formed,” said a police officer.

The women, meanwhile,
jumped off their balcony and
landed on mattresses on the
ground surface laid out by other
residents of the housing complex.
While Pooja suffered minor in-
juries during the fall, her grand-
mother landed on her head and
was severely injured, said police.
Pooja’s father had gone out to
courier a parcel at the time of the
incident, and her husband was in
Noida to meet a family member.

“Prima facie, it appears that
the fire broke out following an ex-
plosionin the fourth-floor flat's AC
compressor due to a possible gas
leak fromitorashortcircuitin the
switch as the ACwas purportedly
switched on before the incident,”
said a senior police officer. The fire
allegedly spread from the fourth-
floor flat to the fifth floor,and prop-
erty inside both the houses were
completely damaged, said officers.

Man gets death penalty for rape, murder of 3-yr-old

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, FEBRUARY 21

A POCSO court in Gurgaon has
sentenced a 25-year-old man to
death for the rape and murder of
a three-year-old girl in Gurgaon
six years ago, said officers.

In 2018, the girl, aged three
years and nine months, was play-
ing in the neighbourhood when
the then-21-year-old accused, a

resident of Uttar Pradesh, took
her to a deserted place when her
parents had left for work, then
raped her and inserted a stick
into her genitals. The girl’s body
was found the next day, with her
face bludgeoned by bricks and
genitals bleeding, said police.
The POCSO (protection of chil-
dren from sexual offences) court
has also imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 on the accused, while di-
recting the state government to

pay a compensation of Rs 10 lakh
to the victim’s family for rehabili-
tation. Observing that the “brutal,
barbaric, and diabolic nature” of
the crime was evident from the
injuries on the victim’s body, the
court said that “gallows await
those committing such crimes”.
“...Attacking and killing her
with bricks, committing violent
sexual assault,and his brutish be-
haviour by insertinga 10-cm-long
wooden stickin her vagina. These

actsdemonstrate the mental per-
version and inconceivable brutal-
ity committed by the convict. He
has betrayed the trust of a minor
girl. She trusted him, being her
neighbour. The convict carefully
commited the barbaric acts of rap-
ing and murdering the child...,”
said the court of Additional
Sessions Judge Shahsi Chauhan.
Itsaid the accused faces “mur-
der after sexual assault” charges,
including three in Gurgaon.

L-Gto Kejriwal: Oy Delhi govt
delays files ‘unjustifiably for yrs’

New Delhi: L-G V K Saxena on
Wednesday wrote to CM Arvind
Kejriwal over “inordinate and
unjustifiable” delays for months
and years related to appoint-
ments and constitution of statu-
tory bodies mandated with citi-
zens’ welfare in Delhi. He
mentioned four instances of
“mindful delay” and alleged neg-
lect, asking Kejriwal to take per-
sonal interest to avoid repetition.

“It would not be an overstate-
ment...toassume GNCIDis possi-
bly the only government in India

where files are held and delayed
inordinately...” he said. The AAP
government has not commented
onthe same.The L-Galleged these
included the constitution of a
state-level monitoring panel un-
der Plastic Waste (Management &
Handling)Rules, where a proposal
was moved in May 2023, but the
Urban Development minister “sat
over it for nearly eight months...”
Delays occurred indeclaration
of DMs as Responsible Sanitation
Authority, constitution of State
Food Commission,among others.

E@ DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LAND DISPOSAL DEPARTMENT
INA, New Delhi- 110023

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
TENDER EXTENSION

In continuation of advertisement dated 19.01.2024
vide which DDA invited the Bids on annual License
fee basis, for operationalization of Café Bamboo
Oasis at Baansera, Sarai Kale Khan,
information that the last date for registration,
submission of technical bid and financial bid has been
extended with the approval of the competent
authority. The revised crucial dates are as under;
Closing time for registration, submission of EMD
and Technical Bid: 29.02.2024 till 6.00 PM

Date of e-auction (Financial Bid): 04.03.2024

* Those bidders who have already registered are not

required to register themselves afresh.
« All other terms and conditions of the tender shall

remain the same.

» The detailed terms & conditions are available at
DDA's website www.dda.gowv.in

» For details regarding registration and EMD

kindly wvisit e-auction website

https:/iddaland.etender.sbi
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=

.‘I.r.

! |I l' |5|' t— ,g I | B i

free electnclty and solar power

Be a part of

~ PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana

&k The scheme will lead to more income,
lesser power bills and employment
generation For people. gy

- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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INAUGURAL SESSION OF RAISINA DIALOGUE

India has vital role to play on Ukraine: Greek PM

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

CALLINGINDIA as the “consensus
builder” and a “leading democ-
racy in the Global South”, the vis-
iting Prime Minister of Greece,
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, said
Wednesday that Ukraineis “much
more than a local war on
European soil” and India has an
“importantrole to play” andithas
a “voice that should be heard”.

Addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the Raisina Dialogue
Wednesday, which was attended
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the Greek Prime Minister under-
lined the growing importance of
the role of India on the interna-
tional stage as he said, “It is the
leading democracy in the Global
South and Prime Minister, the
world is looking to you like never
before when it comes to shaping
the direction of the global debate,
and addressing the great chal-
lenges that we face.”

“India is now often regarded,
and rightly so, as a consensus

builder and as a voice of reason, in
an increasingly polarised world,”
said the Greek PM, who was the
keynote speaker.

“And we too often forget that
the result that's the real reason
why the international system was
created in the first place was sim-
ple because nations large and
small, recognise that their truein-
terest lay ultimately not in antag-
onism and in conflict, but in part-
nership and cooperation. And we
cannot afford to overlook the cost
of conflict and the human tragedy
and suffering it unleashes,” he
said.

As the keynote speaker at the
inaugural session, Kyriakos said,
“And this ninth edition of the
Raisina Dialogue is taking place at
a time of heightened geopolitical
tensions, a protracted war in
Ukraine, new conflict in the
Middle East, or the violence that
has erupted goes beyond the
direst predictions. There is a hor-
rifying death toll of civilians. The
risk of regional destabilisation,
there's no clear path at the mo-
ment that leads to a sustainable

KI1sAN CARE

AGRICULTURE MINISTER Arjun Munda, who s leading the gov-
ernment delegation in talks with the protesting farmers, inau-
gurated a Kisan Call Centre at Krishi Bhawan in New Delhi
Wednesday. The call centre will provide an outbound call fa-
cility, and will be used for calling farmers to know about their
problems. The call centre staff will also provide information to
farmers about agriculture-related schemes. On this occasion,
Munda, too, made a few calls to farmers and heard their views.

WRONG SONG

THE CENTRAL BJP has had a number of instances to be dis-
appointed with its Kerala unit, its leadership, and its activi-
ties but the latest gaffe seems to have left many in the central
leadership fuming. For the rally led by Kerala BJP president K
Surendran, a theme song was made and it was officially re-
leased on the BJP Keralam YouTube channel. The song has a
line calling for “throwing out the corruption-infested Central
government”. The next line seeks “support for lotus to throw
out such corrupt leaders”. In no time Kerala BJP's rivals made
the song viral. Several visitors to the channel reacted saying
“congratulations Surendran for telling the truth at least once”.

Row after Rahul asks
TV reporter if owner
of channel is Dalit

Reporter roughed up by Cong workers

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

CONTROVERSY ERUPTED on
Wednesday over Congress work-
ers allegedly roughing up an
‘India News’ journalist at Raeb-
areli on Tuesday and the manner
in which Rahul Gandhi quizzed
him. The TV channel released a
video where Rahul is seen asking
the TV journalist, Shiv Prasad
Yadav, his name, and also that of
the owner of the channel.

Rahul is then heard telling
Congress workers on the mic not
to assault him (journalist) and
asking him the name of the
owner of his TV channel. “Kyawo
OBC hai? Nahin. Kyawo Dalit hai?
Nahin (Is he OBC? No. Is he Dalit?
No),” Rahul had said.

“Media ke hain aap? Naam kya
hai aapka? Haan? Aap Shiv Prasad
jihain? Aapke maalik ka kyanaam
hai? Aapke maalik ka kya naam
hain? Kyanaam hai? Naam bataao.
Naam bataao. Bhai maaro mat
yaar. Maaro mat usko. Maarna
nahin hai. Maaranahin hai. Naam
bataao uska. Wo OBC hai? Nahin.
Wo Dalit hai? Nahin. (Are you from
the media? What is your name?
You are Shiv Prasad ji? What is
your owner’s name? Whatis your
owner’s name? What's the na-
me? Tellme the name. Tell me the
name. Don't hit him. Don’t beat
himup. Tell his (owner’s)name.Is

epape SS.com
FREE I\.‘ lrs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly

he OBC? No.Is he Dalit? No).”
Sources said the incident hap-
pened when the journalist was
asking Congress workers not to
remove his mic and he asked
Rahul why he was not being al-
lowed to cover the event properly.
UP BJP MLA Shalabh Mani
Tripathi posted the India News
video on X and said, “Shiv
Yadav’s only fault was that he
was acting like a field journalist,
and not like a Congress stooge.”
“He had someinjuries... he was
quite scared... he may file a case.
We are speaking to lawyersin our
company. The caste slur, asking
the caste, was also not proper. He
is a reporter working for a long
time. You (Rahul) can’t provoke
the crowd and then say ‘mat
maaro’ (don’t beat him). They are
his own security people. So, he
(Rahul) has to be more responsi-
ble,” Aishwarya Sharma, who
heads Sunday Guardian, whichis
part of the same group as India
News, told The Indian Express.
The Congress dismissed the
incident and said Rahul was only
flagging the low representation of
reserved categories in various sec-
tors. Congress spokesperson P L
Punia said: “Nothing like this hap-
pened but Rahulji asks in many
meetings how many people from
eserved categories are therein the
media. He also asks about indus-
try, top posts ingovernment... This
is part of nyaya (justice).”

PM Narendra Modi welcomes his Greek counterpart
Kyriakos Mitsotakis and his wife Mareva Grabowski-
Mitsotakis at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, Wednesday. Anil Sharma

de-escalation. As for the war in
Ukraine, the unthinkable has hap-
pened. A war in the European
heartland is still raging on with
devastating consequences two
years, almost to the date since
Russia attacked Ukraine.”

“And I understand that coun-
tries that belong to the Global
South see this frequently as a

Europeanwar and I hear all too of-
ten that we Europeans do apply
double standards, focusing on
Ukraine at the expense of wars
and crises in the rest of the world.
And maybe there's truth in thatal-
legation, but I would like to make
the point here in Delhi that
Ukraine is much more than a lo-
cal war on European soil. It is a

brutal challenge to international
stability and the international
rules based order that India has
supported and has every interest
in maintaining. I think we all have
aresponsibility to use the power
we have on the international
stage. And none of us can afford to
sit on the sidelines and I'm con-
vinced that on Ukraine, India has
an important role to play, it has a
voice that should be heard. Our
common humanity and intercon-
nectedness are inescapable, to
draw from the Hindu scriptures
that put it so powerfully. The
world is one family and secret
Sanskrit wisdom that resonates
loud and clear today,” the Greek
PM said, to applause.

Proposing the vote of thanks,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said, “His message of
democracies that deliver, res-
onates strongly, particularly now,
particularly here. Prime Minister
Modi’s presence amongst us, as
always, is a reminder of India’s
growing engagement with the
world, especially in the last
decade. He has shownuswhyitis

West UP back on Rahul’s Yatra
map, but Will skirt RLD bastions

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

CONGRESS LEADER Rahul Gan-
dhi has again tweaked his Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra’s route and in-
cluded five districts of west Uttar
Pradesh, a region which he had
decided to skip following the exit
of the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) -
seen to be influential in the region
— from the INDIA bloc.

Congress general secretary
in-charge (communications)
Jairam Ramesh Wednesday said
the yatra will resume on
February 24 from Moradabad,
after a two-day break, and head
to Sambhal, Aligarh, Hathras and
Agra (allin west UP) before mov-
ing on to Dholpur in Rajasthan.
Sources said Rahul will cover the
five districts in aday as he wants
to “save time”. It was also an-
nounced that there would be a
breakin the Yatra from February
26 toMarch 1.

The districts in west UPwhich
Rahul will tour have a significant
Muslim population. While Jats are
dominant in Moradabad, Dalits
make up akey part of the popula-
tion in Hathras and Agra. Rahul
will skip constituencies like
Baghpat, Mathura, Kairana, Muza-
ffarnagar, Bijnor, Nagina and
Amroha, where the RLD is said to
beinfluential. He will not travel to
Hamirpur and Jhansi either,

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra in Kanpur, Wednesday. P11

which was scheduled earlier.

Moradabad and Sambhal
were won by Congress ally
Samajwadi Party (SP)in the 2019
LS elections, when it fought in a
tie-up with the BSPand RLD. The
SP has declared sitting MP
Shafiqur Rahman Barqasits can-
didate for Sambhal, whileitis yet
to name its nominee for the
Moradabad seat.

According to original route, the
Yatra was to traverse through
Chandauli, Varanasi, Jaunpur,
Allahabad, Bhadohi, Pratapgarh,
Amethi, Raebareli, Lucknow,
Hardoi, Sitapur (allin easternand
central UP) and Bareilly, Morad-
abad, Rampur, Sambal, Amroha,
Aligarh, Badaun, Bulandshahr,and
Agra (in western UP).

On February 12, the Congress
announced that Rahul had de-
cided to cut short his yatra by
skipping the western region of
UP. Later, the party said this was
done to not inconvenience stu-
dents, with the board exams
starting from February 22.

Congress spokesperson
Anshu Awasthi had dismissed
talk that the RLD’s hobnobbing
with the BJP had led Rahul to
curtail his Yatra in the region.

On Wednesday;, its sixth day
in UP, the Yatra entered Kanpur.

Post its resumption on March
2, the Yatra will traverse through
Morena, Gwalior, Shivpuri, Guna,
Shajapur and Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh. Rahul will visit the Mah-
akaleshwar Temple in Ujjain.

BJP: Rahul insulting Lord Ram,
‘intoxicated’ remark unacceptable

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE BJP Wednesday accused
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi of
nurturing hatred towards the
people of Uttar Pradesh and dis-
respecting Lord Ram. Rahul’s
Bharat Jodo Nyaya Yatra is cur-
rently in Uttar Pradesh. After a
two-day break, it will resume on
February 24 from Moradabad.

Union Minister Smriti Irani
visited Amethi at the same time
as Rahul, who lost the con-
stituency to her in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

In Delhi, senior BJP leader
Ravi Shankar Prasad accused

Rahul of making statements
against the people of UP. “He
asked on entering UP whether
any SCs, STs or OBCs were pres-
entat the Ram temple consecra-
tion. Ambani and Adani were
merely observers. Rahul Gandhi
should refrain from disrespect-
ing Lord Ram,” Prasad said.

He also took umbrage at
Rahul purportedly saying that he
found people in Varanasi intoxi-
cated. “Rahul Gandhi’s remark is
unacceptable. Is this the appro-
priate language to use, especially
for aregion where his family has
held sway and where he and his
MPs hail from?”

A day earlier, Irani said about
Rahul’s statement: “How much

poison he has for Uttar Pradeshin
his mind is revealed by this state-
ment. He had also made objec-
tionable remarks on UP’s votersin
his constituency Wayanad in
south India. He had also rejected
the invite to the consecration cer-
emony of Ram Lalla in Ayodhya.
On what he has said about the
punyabhoomi(holyland) of Kashi
and about the youth of Uttar
Pradesh, [ will say that the Cong-
ress’ future is dark but UP’s future
is moving towards progress.”
Prasad also wondered why
Rahul and other opposition lead-
ers were silent on Sandeshkhali
even as they were speaking about
the Supreme Court’s verdict on
Chandigarh mayoral elections.

as 1mportant to listen and reﬂect
asitis toarticulate and express.”

He said this event takes place
attheend of aday whichhasseen
the intensification of the strategic
partnership between India and
Greece, established duringModi’s
visitin 2023. “As two civilisational
states, our countries have a partic-
ular responsibility to contribute to
the evolution of the contempo-
rary global order. We both natu-
rally tend to take a long view of
challenges and a considered one
of opportunities,” Jaishankar said.

Earlier, India and Greece agr-
eed to deepen cooperationinde-
fence manufacturing and space,
while advocating better connec-
tivity between the two countries.
After holding the talks, Modi also
said they discussed concluding
the Migration and Mobility
Partnership Agreement between
the two countries as soon as pos-
sible. Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra said the two leaders dis-
cussed ways to bolster connec-
tivity including through India-
Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC).

Lalu, Rahul to
share dais in first
rally of INDIA

bloc in Bihar
after Nitish exit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, FEBRUARY 21

IN WHAT promises to be a grand
show of strength aimed at send-
ing across a message to the ruling
NDAinBihar that the INDIA blocis
very much tightly knit in the state
without Nitish Kumar, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi will share
dais with RJD national president
LaluPrasad, CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury, and his CPI
and CPI (ML) counterparts D Raja
and Dipankar Bhattacharya dur-
ing a “maharally” on March 3.

“It will be called Jan Vishwas
Maharally,” said R]D state presi-
dent Jagdanand Singh and Bihar
Congress president Akhilesh
Prasad Singh during a joint press
conference Wednesday.

This will be the first time since
the formation of the INDIA blocin
June 2023 where Rahul and Lalu
will be sharing the dais at arally.

In January this year, Lalu and
his son Tejashwi Prasad were un-
able toattend Rahul’s BharatJodo
Nyay Yatra in Purnea because of
ED summons. Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar had just switched to NDA
camp on January 28. Now Leader
of Opposition Tejashwi, however,
had attended Rahul’s public meet-
ing in Rohtas last week.

Jagdanand Singh said: “The
INDIA bloc’s mega rally will set
the tone for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. We are expecting a very
good crowd turnout.”

R]D national spokesperson
Subodh Kumar Mehta told The
Indian Express: “Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav had rightly said in the Bihar
Assembly during the trust vote
that the R]D, Congress, and the
three Left parties will prove a for-
midable political combination in
Bihar. With Nitish Kumar, there
had always beena trust deficit. His
exit from the INDIA bloc is good
riddance,” Mehta said.

ACongress leader said Rahul’s
visit to Bihar thrice in two months
will boost the morale of the cadre
and energise the national Oppo-
sition alliance.

Meanwhile, Kalyanpur MLA
Maheshwar Hazari, who Wed-
nesday resigned as Assembly
Deputy Speaker, might be in con-
tention for a ministerial berth in
the next cabinet expansion.
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‘Grateful to India
for humanitarian
aid to Ukraine’

ESTONIA’S FOREIGN Minister
MARGUSTSAHKNA, whois visit-
ing India for the Raisina Dialogue,
spoke to SHUBHAJIT ROY about
what Estonia can offer to India on
cyber and digital capabilities, his
views on the Russian-Ukraine war
and India’s role in the conflict,
Russian Opposition leader Alexei
Navalny’s death and his take on
China’s behaviour. Excerpts:

What are the major areas of
bilateral cooperation
between Estonia and India?

Estonia and India can cooper-
ate in the field of defence indus-
try, IT and cybersecurity. Even
though we are a 1,000 times
smaller country by population, we
canoffer ourexperiencesinIT, cy-
bersecurity, and the defence in-
dustry. They offer very innovative
field hospitals, self manoeuvrable
platforms for military, disaster
management, and cyber defence.

Estoniaisaleading countryin
the world on cybersecurity. Since
2007, when we had first faced a
massive cyber attack fromRussia,
we have built up the cybersecu-
rity and we have a NATO Cyber-
security Center in Estoniaand also
we have the European Union IT
agency located in Estonia.

Almost 99% of Estonian Public
Servicesare online, 24/7... Wecan
offer our experiences to India, be-
cause we have made all the mis-
takes so you don’t have to repeat.
And we just don’t want to come
here and sell our products and
services. Prime Minister Modi has
the Make in India programme and
we are very much interested to
bring the investments here, to
bring the production here toIndia,
because you have smart people,
you have engineers....

On the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, two years later.

We don't see the end of the
war. What we see is Ukrainians
are fighting for their existence be-
cause Russia is committing the
full aggression, full aggression
withits military, cyber and depor-
tation of children. We have names
of over 20,000 grandchildren de-
ported to Russia. Ukrainians are
are fighting well. The European
Union has done a lot.

What is Estonia doing
specifically?

The Estonian Parliament is dis-
cussing how to use the Russian
frozen assets... it is leading the
process about the legislation. How
can we use the frozen assets of
Russia, in the public and private
assets. Theamountis about 36-37
million Euros, but the important
thing is thatit will be the firstlegal
framework in the world. How can
we use the recent frozen assets?
This has universal use,and can be
used as a template.

How do you see India’s role?

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
MARGUS
TSAHKNA

FOREIGN MINISTER,
ESTONIA

We are very grateful to India
because it has supported a lot by
humanitarian support to Ukraine.
Any support is important. But if
you ask where it goes, we need to
support Ukraine because Ukraine
is fighting for our values. India is
the biggest democracy in the
world. If Putin wins, all other co-
untries are watching carefully
who will win. If Ukraine wins bas-
ed on our support, then democ-
racy wins. Here, India plays a huge
role as a leader of democracy in
this region and in the world as
well.

Who do you hold responsible
for Russian Opposition leader
Alexei Navalny’s death?
Putinkilled Navalny. We don't
know the specific details and we
will never get the objective infor-
mation out from Russia. But Putin
put him in prison in difficult con-
ditions and he died there. That's
why I say that Putin killed Navalny.
We had gathered at the Munich
Security Conference and the same
day, the message came Navalny
had died. And it was a message to
all of us, all democrats that ‘[ can
dowhateverIwant, I cankill peo-
ple, I canattack nations, I can play
with all these hundreds of differ-
ent international laws. And you
cannotdo anything’. But we must
respond to defend our values.

What is your view on China’s
aggressive behaviour?

We see that China is not a de-
mocracy, China is using all the
powers to fulfil their political
goals. Within the EU, we have had
many discussions about how to
get rid of the dependence on
China because China is using
them as well politically. India is
taking a bigger and bigger position
as a leader in this region to stand
for the same values and as an eco-
nomic leader. We need to find
new partnerships, deepen coop-
eration withIndiaand haveanal-
ternative than (economic) de-
pending on China.

More rural houses after’
than previous 29 yrs: Singh

New Delhi: Around 3.74 crore ru-
ral houses have been sanctioned
and constructed under PMAY-G
and Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY)
over the last 10 years compared
to 3.25 crore rural houses under
IAY in 29 years till 2014, Union
Rural Development Minister
Giriraj Singh said Wednesday.
Not only did the NDA govern-
ment led by PM Narendra Modi
construct more houses under the
rural housing scheme, Singh said,
the minimum area was also incr-
eased to 25 sq m under PMAY-G

m

*-n Minister
Giriraj

_ﬁ& Singh. File

from 20 sq m under [AY. With a
target of constructing 2.95 crore
houses by March 2024, over 2.94
crore houses have already been
sanctioned while construction of
2.56 crore houses has been com-
pleted ason January 31,2023.This
is separate from 74 lakh houses
built underIAYin 2014-16. ENS

MP CM on Kamal Nath’s turf, local Cong leaders join BJP in bulk

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, FEBRUARY 21

A DAY AFTER senior Congress
leader Kamal Nath attended a
meeting on Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra to take
stock of preparations for it, sev-
eral Congress leaders from his
stronghold of Chhindwara
switched to the BJP Wednesday.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav,
who attended the function where
“more than 1,500” Congress lead-
ers joined the BJP, as per his office,
was welcomed to Chhindwara by
Kamal Nath son’s Nakul Nath. The
Chhindwara MP, Nakul urged
Yadav to ensure early funds for
the district and for the Chhi-

ndwara Medical College.

In a post on X, Nakul also
hoped that the BJP governmentin
the state would improve facilities
at Chhindwara University, and
help the district's farmers who
had lost crops to excessive rains.

Yadav’s visit, which included
aroad show with local BJP lead-
ers, came days after rumours
that Kamal Nath and Nakul
were ready to leave the
Congress for the party. Kamal
Nath, a former CM and the state
Congress chief, did not deny or
confirm the rumours.

The Congress leaders who
joined the BJP Wednesday in-
cluded its state unit general sec-
retary Ajay Singh Ajju Thakur;
Congress regional leader

Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan
Yadav during a road show

in Chhindwara district

on Wednesday. P11

Pradeep Junankar; and several
members of local civic bodies.
BJP leaders in Chhindwara said
that with the leaders joining the
party, “all the municipalities in
the Chhindwara Lok Sabha seat
are under the BJP's control”.

A leader credited the devel-
opment to the efforts of BJP dis-
trict president Vivek Bunty Sahu.

Addressing the people dur-
ing the road show, Yadav said:
“The love that Chhindwara is giv-
ing and the wind thatis blowing
here, I congratulate you in ad-
vance. This time Hanumanji’s
mace will swing, and victory will
be achieved in favour of the BJP.
No power can stop this... [ wel-
come you all into the BJP family.
Our family is growing and it is a

sign, which must be understood.
This is the time of Narendra
Modi, the most popular Prime
Minister.”

Referring to the fact that the
only seat the Congress won in
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
was Chhindwara, the CM asked
the crowds: “Last time, we did-
n't get only Chhindwara. This
time can I depend on you?
Should I keep my faith in
Chhindwara?”

Promising development for
Madhya Pradesh, Yadav, whore-
placed long-serving BJP leader
Shivraj Singh Chouhan as CM,
said: “No welfare schemes will
be stopped, from Laadli Laxmi
(started by Chouhan) to other
schemes... Every single promise

in the manifesto will be imple-
mented.”

Rumours that Congress vet-
eran Kamal Nath, a nine-time
MP from Chhindwara before he
moved to the state and took over
as party chief, could leave the
party have been around for some
time.

They resurfaced after the
Congress didn’t nominate Kamal
Nath for the coming Rajya Sabha
polls, and were fanned by his
sudden trip to New Delhi on
Saturday, cutting short a tour of
Chhindwara.

However, Kamal Nath spent
his time in the Capital closeted
with his supporters, who later
dismissed rumours that he
would join the BJP.
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Cryogenic engine test for
human-space flight mission,
Gaganyaan, successful: ISRO

E
Ir

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 21

The Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO)Wednesday said that the perform-
ance of the key cryogenic engine, to be
used onboard the LVM3 vehicles for
India's Gaganyaan missions, has been
qualified and now certified for missions
that will transport humans into space.

Gaganyaan is India's proposed first hu-
man flight mission thatenvisions sendinga
three-membered crew into an orbit of
400kms for a period of three days and
bringing them back to Earth. The first un-
manned Gaganyaan - 1 mission is sched-
uled sometime in mid-2024. ISRO's heavy
liftlauncher, the [VM has beenidentified as
the launch vehicle to be used during the
Gaganyaan missions. Comprising solid, lig-
uid and a cryogenic stage, these systems can
be configured to ferry humans into space.

The seventh in the series of vacuum
tests performed on the CE20 cryogenic
engine, which powers the space vehicle
during the cryogenic stage of its lift-off,
was performed on February 14 at the
space agency's High Altitude Test Facility
in Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu.

"ISRO has accomplished a major mile-
stone in human-rating of CE20 of the
LVM3 vehicle for Gaganyaan missions,"
the ISRO shared on its 'X' handle on
Wednesday.

Previously, the CE20 was subjected to
39 hot firing tests under varying operating
conditions that lasted for a total duration

108 mazars demolished,
CM’s bulldozer moving
around: Gujarat minister

Flight Acceptance Hot Test CE-20
Engine for First Gaganyaan
Unmanned Mission

of 8810 seconds (2hr 26mins), whereas
the minimum standard time for human
rating is 6350 seconds (1hr 45mins).
ISRO said even the flight engine, identi-
fied for the first Gaganyaan mission, has
completed the acceptance tests. Powering
the upper stages of the LVM3, the flight en-
gine boasts of a thrust capacity of 19 - 22
tonnes with animpulse of 442.5 seconds.
The development of a human-rate
launchvehicleis part of the several tests and
technology development efforts required
for the proposed human-space flight mis-
sion. Other technological developments like
development of life support systems to pro-
vide an earth like environment to crew in
space, crew emergency escape provision,
evolving crew management aspects for
training, recovery and rehabilitation of crew
are planned. Besides, precursor missions
are being planned which will demonstrate
the technology preparedness levels before
the actual manned Gaganyaan mission.
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NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
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1+ 2 3 4 5 6 r - - 8
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Admission to the vacant Post-Graduate (MD/MS/MDS/M.Ch 6 yrs.) seats
for the session January-2024 will be held on 26" February, 2024 from 10:00
AM onwards at E-classroom, Medical College Building, AlIMS Patna.

The seats will be filled on the basis of merit list issued by AlIMS New Delhi
for PG (MD/IMS/MDS/M.Ch 6 yrs.) courses examinations (INI-CET-PG !

Superintending Engineer (PH){
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Examination) held on 05" November, 2023,

The eligible candidates interested in the Institute level Spot Counselling
must compulsorily register online for the same by 05:00 PM on 25.02.2024
(website for registration: www.aiimspatna.edu.in).

Registered candidates should report with required original documents
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PARIMAL DABHI
GANDHINAGAR, FEBRUARY 21

Minister of State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi told the Assembly on
Wednesday that the Bhupendra
Patel-led Gujarat government
has demolished 108 illegal
mazars in the state and that the
anti-encroachment drive will
continue against any encroach-
ment that comes up as “partofa
conspiracy”.

Speaking during the discus-
sion on budgetary demands of
the Home and Transport de-
partments, Sanghavi referred to
an earlier speech of BJP MLA
Amit Shah, who had spoken
about the relocation of idols
from a Jain derasar (temple) at
Jamalpur in Ahmedabad when
Congress was in power in the
state.

“Today, the point mentioned
by Amitbhai... He said that a de-
rasar was removed in Jamalpur.

Now, Dada's (Bhupendra Patel)
bulldozer is moving around in
every nook and corner of the
state so that no temple or de-
vsthan can be removed while
hatching a conspiracy. Nobody
knows where will it (bulldozer)
g0,” said Sanghavi.

Referring to the redevelop-
ment of Uparkot fort in
Junagadh, he then said, “In
Uparkot, it was not known
where (and when) all mazars
were built. How can it be built
suddenly?”

He added, “Inall, 108 mazars
have been demolished (in the
state) and the state's properties
have been opened... The en-
roachment around Somnath
has been removed. This bull-
dozer of Dada can enter a 20-ft
wide street and an 80-m wide
road.”

Sanghavi further said that
the “bulldozer” is ready to de-
molish any encroachment,
which is part of a conspiracy.

Kovind panel reviews progress

New Delhi: The One Nation, One
Election committee chaired by
former President Ram Nath
Kovind Wednesday reviewed its
progress so far, a day after the BJP
met the panel to suggest that Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections
should be simultaneous in the
first phase and local body polls
synchronised later.

Kovind and committee
members Home Minister Amit

Shah, former Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, former
Finance Commission chairper-
son N K Singh, former Lok Sabha
secretary-general Subhash C
Kashyap and former CVC Sanjay
Kothari attended the meeting, as
per a Law Ministry statement.
The high-level committee
“reviewed its various activities,”
it said. ENS

ONGC Petro additions Limite

Reg, office: 41h Floar, 35, Nutan Bharat Co-uperative Housing Society Limied,
R.C. Dutt Road, Alkapun, Vadodara- 350007, Gujarat. Website : www.opalinda in

Expression of Interest (EOI)

For Naphtha & NG/RLNG Vendor Registration

OPaL invites interests/proposals from prospective Maphtha suppliers
andfor Matural Gas (NG)/ Re-gasified Liquified Matural Gas (RLNG)
suppliers for purpose of “Registration/fEmpaneiment of Vendor” for
Supply of Naphtha andior NG/RLNG required at its Petrochemical
Complex, Dahej. For more information and other details, please visit
the given link: https://fopalindia.infregistration.php

AUCTION OF SALES OF CS PLUS

OMGC Petro additions Limited (OPal) invites bids (in two bid system)

for Auction of C9 plus from OFaL Petrochemical Complex, Dahej.

Bid Documents Upload Period is 19.02.2024 to 06.03.2024; Auction
Opening Date & Time is 12.03.2024 1200 hrs; Auction Closing Date &
Timeis12.03.2024,1700 hrs.

The other details of the tender are available on OPalL official website
www.opalindia.in as well as on the MSTC portal
hitps:ffwww. mstcecommerce.com. Please note that this is an e-auction
and submission of the bid is to be made OMLY through the MSTC portal.
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MARATHON

Government of Haryana

GURUGRAM MARATHON
MY CITY MY RUN

25 February, 2024
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FUN RUN (5 kM) RTYNAVIN:IN eI REIRTAY),

Leisure Valley,

Sector 29, Gu rugram

Chief Guest

Sh. Manohar Lal

Chief Minister, Haryana

L
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MILAN 2024

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at an exhibition during the
opening of Milan 2024 in Visakhapatnam, Wednesday. PTI

‘Extremely pressing
challenges’: Rajnath on
Arabian Sea situation

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB 21

FLAGGING THE targeting of mer-
chant ships, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh Wednesday said
the events of the last few months
in the western Indian Ocean
have brought to fore some “ex-
tremely pressing challenges”.

He said India has main-
tained a sustained presence in
the region to ensure the safety
of shipping.

Rajnath was speaking at the
opening ceremony of the 12th
edition of multilateral naval ex-
ercise Milan-24 in
Visakhapatnam and was refer-
ring to the series of drone and
missile attacks on merchant
ships and piracy and hijacking
attempts on them in the
Arabian Sea since December
last year. Around 50 countries
are participating in the mega
naval exercise.

“India continues its proactive
engagement and has been
maintaining a sustained pres-
ence in the Region to ensure
safety and security of all ship-
ping, irrespective of the flag on
the ship and the nationality of
the crew,” he said.

“It is our steadfast resolve to
be the first responder and the
preferred security partnerin the
Indian Ocean Region, and for the
peace, stability and prosperity of

the wider Indo-Pacific,” the
Defence Minister added.

The Defence Minister stated
that even as there is optimism
about the shared goodness of
our human race, India is also
alive to the dangers lurking in
shadows.

“We prefer peace,and will do
the utmost for its sake, but we
will not shrink from countering
any threat that undermines our
collective well-being, piracy and
trafficking included,” he said.

He said India will continue to
play the role of a Vishwamitra—
or a friend of the world, in forg-
ing meaningful partnerships
that make the planet a con-
nected and equitable habitat for
humanity as a whole.

Rajnath said Milan 2024 isan
attempt to build much-needed
fraternal bonds across oceans
and mountains. He said the ex-
ercise would have been unimag-
inable in the past, as recent as
50-60 years ago, for navies from
over 50 nations to convene in
one location for purposes other
than conflict.

Addressing the gathering,
Navy Chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar said that from five IOR
navies in 1995 to 50 navies
across the Indo-Pacific today,
MILAN reflects the growing
stature and increasing impor-
tance of such collective and co-
operative endeavours in the
maritime domain.

India, China emphasise on full

disengagement along the LAC

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

INDIA AND China held the 21st
round military talks earlier this
week emphasising that a com-
plete disengagement in the re-
maining areas along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh is essential for restoring
normalcy along the borders.

In a statement released
Wednesday, the Ministry of
External Affairs said the latest dis-
cussions on Monday at the
Chushul-Moldo border meeting
pointbuilt on the previous rounds.

It said the discussions sought
complete disengagement in the
remaining areas along the LACin
eastern Ladakh as an essential
basis for restoration of peace and
tranquillity in the India-China
border areas.

Stating that the talks were
held in a friendly and cordial at-

mosphere, the MEA said the two
sides shared their perspectives
ondisengaging from the remain-
ing friction points along the LAC.

Itadded that both sides have
agreed to maintain communica-
tion on the way ahead through
the relevant military and diplo-
matic mechanisms. “They also
committed to maintain peace
and tranquillity on the ground in
the border areas in the interim,”
itadded.

The remaining friction points
along the LACin eastern Ladakh
primarily include legacy ones
such as Depsang Plains and
Demchok. As per sources, this
round of talks has been in the
offing since the last few weeks.

As per sources, both sides also
discussed continuing and improv-
ing the various confidence build-
ing measures by having regular
talks and interactions at all levels.

“Given that there was a sub-
stantial reduction of troopsin the

Ladakh region during the winters,
itwas discussed that any buildup
of troops during the summers
should be limited,” an official said.
The sources added both sides also
spoke about limiting the construc-
tion of infrastructure close to LAC.

“No concrete decision, either
on further increasing troop lev-
els in Ladakh over the next few
months or limiting construction
activities, was arrived at,” the of-
ficial added. There is also a pos-
sibility of another round of mil-
itary talks taking place soon,
preferably before the summers
set in ahead of any fresh troop
deployment, the sources added.

The issues were discussed
even during the last few rounds
of military talks between the two
sides including the 20th round of
talks held in October last year.
There has, however, been no for-
ward movement on this front.
Local Indian military command-
ers on ground have also been

Amid political firestorm over
Aadhaar ‘deactivations’, Bengal
villagers say: ‘Not getting ration’

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA &
JOY PRAKASHDAS
PURBA BARDHAMAN, FEB 21

SITTING WITH her husband at
their home in Noori Majherpukur
village in West Bengal’s Purba
Bardhaman district, Shila Sikdar
(38) has been distraught ever
since she received a letter from
UIDAI six days ago. The letter says
her and her husband Uday’s
Aadhaar cards have been deacti-
vated. “Our ration and bank ac-
countarelinked toit.Iwentto the
PDS shop, but my thumb print did
not work. We do not know what
todo,” she said.

Like her, many in the state’s vil-
lages have received such letters —
an exact figure is unavailable -
prompting Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to declare that alterna-
tive identity cards will be given to
those who have their Aadhaar de-
activated, and allege that the BJP
was primarily targeting members
of the Matua community.
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Admission to the vacant Post-Graduate (MD/MS/MDS/M.Ch 6 yrs.) seats
for the session January-2024 will be held on 26" February, 2024 from 10:00
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The seats will be filled on the basis of merit list issued by AlIMS New Delhi
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE NATIONAL Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on Wednesday took
“suo motu cognizance* of reports appear-
ing in the print and electronic media
about the incidents in Sandeshkhali vil-
lage of North 24 Parganas district of West
Bengal, where villagers have accused
leaders of the ruling Trinamool Congress
(TMC) of sexually assaulting women and
land grabbing. The panel stated that the
reports “indicate prima facie violation of
human rights shocking the conscience”.

According to an official communica-
| tion, considering the gravity of the matter,
the commission has also decided to send
ateam to Sandeshkhali for a spot inquiry.

[ssuing notice to the West Bengal
Chief Secretary and Director General of
Police, the commission sought reports
from them within four weeks on the re-
ported violence, the action taken or pro-
posed to be taken against the perpetra-
tors, other measures taken or proposed
to inspire confidence amongst the local
people, and compensation, if any, paid
or to be paid to the victims.

The commission said it had taken cog-
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Regd. Odfice: Muthoot Centre, TC Mo 273022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, Indla - 635001.
G : UBSS2aKL190TPLCO11518, Ph: +31 471 4911400, 2331427

Do Mo

Pan Card. The successful bidder should fransisr the money $wvough RTGS,

Motice is hanety gheen for the nformation of all concemad thal Gobd crnaments pledged with under mantioned bmnohes of te company for the poiod uplo 31.03.2023
E MSGL, SPL-16, O plus, Duidea Prapaid, Supssr walue, 802010 and 8l cthar & mondss lanune Qokd leans ap o 3008 3025 and MEGHE, EME Sevama & EMI dua up ia
31,12 2023 which werg oosrdhia ke eckernplion and which Favos nol bean reessersd 90 Tar inesgls of repaaiod fobcas. will b suctionsd bom 01,03, 20249 Iroem 10 8

BHAGALPLRR DISTRICT - BHAGALFUR: F217H, FZ357. FZ304, F2407, F2412, F2423, F2428 F2434, F24T8, FI4EE, FR&03, FES08, FIG1E, F2519, FIGE3EE, F2533
FREQ4, Faida, Fanhl, F2R63, F2OM2, FIG0E, FIooT, F260Y, FId, FaE2h, FI636, FOET, F2663, FRG8E, FO5aTF, F2691, FEFIF, FEr21, F2rah, F2rar, Fai1g,
F2080, F2681, F2075, F2ab). DARBHAMNGA DISTRICT - DARBHARMGA-BIHAR: 4302000084, 4300000, 4302000025, 4302000027, 4300000, 4302000045,
302000050, 4302000060, F1615. F167H, F2348, F&a0d, F2A34, F2RER, Ficed F2BGR, F2RED, FF5E8 FRO25, FRIAE, FEM0. F2053, FIOTT, Fass. F2U45, F3004
F3A03G, FE0ET, FI038, F3040, F3075, FA0NG, F319d, F3106, F3738, FA241, FA24E, F3247, F1240, FA250. KATIHAR DESTRICT - KATIHAR: 432000015, F134, F140
Fia2, F182 F1640 F172 F1R, F20, PR, FEATE Pyl F2402, E2808, FA07, F2a40, F2454, F24E0 F2466, F2401, F2a06, FI406, F2408, F2500, F2548 EORRD,
F2551, P00, F2oeE F2585 F2601, F2602, F2g0d, F2610, F2615 Fa619. F2620, F2037, P8, Fasd 1 Fassl FR607. F2063, F2085. FET17, F2FEL F2737, FiT4l,
F2755, FITed, FZTED, FE7TL. F27AG, F2A14, FZ823, FI5d4, FEas0. Fai#a, FI166, FI175, FI183 F31E5 F3193 F3184, FA202, FAZ03, FIa04, F3Z13 F3217, Fa21A,
F48, FEET, FTZ: MUTAFFARPUR DISTRICT - MUZAFFARPUR GOBAR SAHE 4231500010, 4295HHIAG, 431500027 431500033, 434050133, 431530151, F1001
Fiisd, Fu2ud, Fiadd, FI8aT FTOS2, F218d4, F2208, FZ2¥a, FI287, F2ie, Faise F264, F2R01. FITh, F2741, FXv4E FaT6s, F2TTA F2TRG, F2TaR, Flhua, F2u06,
F2007, P31, F2020, F3857, FXAES5 F2B5E. F2A5H, F2O60, F2Ecd, Fabi0, F2AT7, F203, FRiGS, F2eot. F2ale, F2O11, F2913, F2028, FI830, F2e), F2a32, F20a3,
F2035, FFGE F2040, FI950, FF51, F2053, F29s4, F256, F206R, F297, F2A70, F2971, FEasd, Faam, FAo0, F3005, FAaNte, FIOFZ F3023, FAN26, F30ES FI030,
FI03E, F30GT, Fa0&d, FA04E, F3053, FA0G, FI0ST, F3068, F3065, F3073, F307H, Fa0Ts, F30492, FA053, F3101, Fa103, F3113, F3132, F3137, F3145, F3152, F3155,
Faagl, FA16d, F3FS FRFS P2, P09, Faa08, Faad, Fradd FR212, FA218, Fag, Faamn, Pz, FR2a6 FI2AT, Fa426, FA437, FI451, F3a5d. F3466, F3a75,
FIa7T, Faidm, PR, F3Sn, FI500, Fa5d7, FI551, Fa558, FIS64, Fasbe, Flogd, FaseR, PRSI0, FI571, FEE, FI83, P, Fa2da, P2, Fadd, Fasd, Fasi, FeBl,
FATH, FR&, FRI1, PO, FRZT, FESS. FO33, MUZAFFARPUR ZERD MILE: 37700008, 37700008, £37TO0018, £37TO00G0, £3TTO005E 4537700125 F1185, F15R0
FiE53, FI1BERE, F1508, F1603, F1628, FI631, FIE32, F1848, F185T. FISGTT, FI674, FIG680, F1TO0, F170d, FATZE FIT31, FI734, FATEY, F1TEd, F1Te0, FATTS, FITTT
FaTe?, Fried, F1ReF E1801. Era02, Fren, B8l Freng, F1ods, F18dd, Fiial £1054, F1862, F1064, F18ss, F1sEF, E1002, F10003, F1632, Fiods, F1928, F1u2a,
FAR30, F1932, F1907, F18435 F1dl, F2101, F2106, F2122, F2izd. F2 147, 2150, F21508, FF60, FE162, F2 164, F2167, F21808, F2103, F2135 F2191, F2004, F225.
F220%, F23132, FIZa3 FREaT, F232R8, FI236, F2339, FZ343
Aucton will b copdicied ol respacive branches, Piease note il the auclion doss fot ged completed on the same day dus 1o any reemons, the sames will be conducted
on 1250 A2 At 1000 am at DARBHANGE-BIBMAR: Aot FinComp Lid., Ground Floor, Khata Mo 20028, 20027 & 20028, Kobyvali Chowk, Hear Polios S5afion and
Haruman Marehr, Maka fo 5, Latbagh Fosl, Darchanga, Bthar - B4E00d4. MUZAFFARPUR GOBAR SAHE: Muthool FinCong Lid., Geound Floor, Door Moo A2, Sunaina
Bhaman, M Profasscs Colony, Oppcsite Mile Resicdercy, MuzaTanus Gobar Sahi, Crovk, Muza®aspurn, Bihar - B4200H, BHAGALPUR: Muthao FinCop Lid., Ground
Fligr, Do Mic BC-01 3-0034, Giriah Chaeed, Bareeapss Rosd, Batide Siale Bank of ndia, Bhagalpur, Biae - 517001 KATIHAR: Mulhpol FrCarp L, Grodnd Figes
1. Aditya Complax, Marchaiban, Katlad Pomia Read, Chwl Courd Pasl, Kaithar Cistict, Bihar - B54105, The biddem. ans requastsd 1o produces Pholo 1 cand

Muthoot FinCorp Lid.

epaper ne 55.com
FREE I\llws‘rs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly

The letter received by villagers
states: “Aadhaar number issued
to you has been deactivated un-
der the provisions of regulation
28A of Aadhaar (Enrolment and
Update) Regulations, 2016, for the
reason that the requirements for
your stay in India are not fulfilled.
Any complaint in respect of such
deactivation may be addressed
through the grievance redressal
mechanism set up by Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) in its regional offices.”

About a 15-minute drive to
Kalupukur village, Mamata Mistri
(24), wife of tea shop owner
Mrityunjoy, recalled, “My hus-
band and I went to the BDO office
(to find a solution) and were told
we need to mail the Aadhaar of-
fice. We then went to a local cy-
ber cafe but the link was down.”

Her neighbour Anita Mistri
(30)and her husband Gopal (45)
alsoreceived such letters. “There
are SO many rumours — some are
saying this is the first step to NRC
and CAA. That we will lose citi-

zenship,” said Anita.

On Wednesday, Amio Kumar
Das, the ADM of Purba
Bardhaman, visited some villages
and handed over a letter by the
CM, assuring that no one will be
deprived of services or benefits.

Meanwhile, the Centre issued
a clarification via the Press
Information Bureau: “Aadhaar is
used to avail of numerous subsi-
dies, benefits and services. In view
of the same, for maintaining the
accuracy of the Aadhaar database,
UIDAI had initiated an exercise for
update of documents and
Aadhaar information. In the
course of activities undertaken to
keep the Aadhaar database up-
dated, intimations are issued
from time to time to Aadhaar
number holders. In this connec-
tion, itis clarified that no Aadhaar
number has been cancelled. In
case any Aadhaar number holder
has any grievance in this regard,
they may submit their feedback
to UIDAL Any such grievance will
be duly addressed.”

Sandeshkhali unrest;: NHRC
notice to Bengal govt, DGP;
will send spot inquiry team

nisance of reports in the print and elec-

tronic media that “innocent and impov-
erished women have been harassed and

sexually assaulted by a group of local

gang of a political
Sandeshkhali “as a result of which, for last
few days, local villagers have started
protesting for appropriate legal action
against the perpetrators of horrific crimes
indulged by various goons and anti-so-
cial elements, when the local administra-
tion failed to take appropriate legal ac-
tion against the perpetrators of crime”.

“It has also been reported that safety
and security of the women folk as well
as children and aged persons have been
jeopardised”, the communique said,
adding this has led to the women “leav-
ing the places of abode...due to torture
and sexual abuse that are looming large
upon them."

It said the reports “indicate prima fa-
cie violation of human rights shocking
the conscience” and “therefore, it be-
comes imperative..to exercise its juris-
diction under Section 12 (a) of the
Protection of Human Rights (PHR) Act,
1993 to preserve, protect and promote
human rights, and take suo motu cogni-
sance of the reported incidents of
violence”.

person” in

Pune drug bust: Contraband sent to
London in food packets by Delhi firm

Pune: The investigation into one
of the biggest ever Mephedrone
busts in the country carried out
by the Pune City Police has re-
vealed that a part of the drugs
from the cartel was being smug-
gled to London in the ready-to-
eat food packets shipped by a
courier agency in Delhi.

Pune Police Commissioner
Amitesh Kumar said Wednesday,
"Fromall the searches conducted
atvarious placesinPune, a total of
over 720 kg of drugs have been
seized. Inraids in Delhi operations
over 970 kg drugs have been
seized. Accurate weighing and
forensicanalysisisstillon. ENS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CAPT SAHILL SHARMA, VrC

(26 Feb 1971- 22 Feb 1995)
28 years ago on this day you laid down your life in
the service of our motherland, fighting the enemy in
the world's highest battlefield, Siachen.
gy fondly remembered and deeply missed by every
member of 'YUDHE NIPUNAM' family. You are and
always will be our leading light.

CO and All Ranks 237 Field Regiment

You are

holding various agenda-based
meetings since then with their
Chinese counterparts.

The last formal disengage-
ment along the LAC took place in
September 2022, when both sides
pulled back troops to disengage
from Patrolling Point-15 in the
Gogra-Hot Springs area of Eastern
Ladakh, marking a step forward in
the military standoff between two
sides which began in May 2020.

Friction points such as Galwan
Valley, north and south banks of
Pangong Tso and the Gogra-Hot
Springs area have seen some
amount of resolution since the
beginning of the current military
standoffbetween Indiaand China
in 2020 with the creation of
buffer zones along the LAC.

Around 50,000-60,000 troops
have been deployed on both sides
of the India-China border since
2020, even as there was some
troop reduction in the last few
months.

Centre, Bengal
officials discuss
NREGS dues,
road & telecom
infra projects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

SENIOR OFFICIALS of the central
and West Bengal governments
discussed issues related to the
state's dues under the National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme and reviewed infra-
structure projects in road and
telecom sectors, in New Delhi on
Wednesday, it is learnt.

The meeting - the second
one between officials of the
Centre and the Bengal govern-
ment this month — was chaired
by Rural Development Secretary
Shailesh Kumar Singh. The first
meeting was held on January 23.

According to a source in the
Bengal government, dues to the
tune of aboutRs 18,000 crore are
pending under three rural devel-
opment schemes: the Mahatma
Gandhi  National  Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana (Gramin), Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana.

Dues of Rs 7,000 crore are
also pending under the schemes
which come under the Union
Food and Public Distribution
Ministry, the source said.

KERALA SHOCKER

Woman, newborn die
as husband looks for
delivery tips online

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY 21

A 36-year-old Kerala woman
and her newborn died following
a failed home birth insisted by
her husband, who instead of tak-
ing her toamodern institutional
care looked for delivery tips on
YouTube.

The incident was reported in
Thiruvananthapuram's Nemom
Tuesday. The husband, Nayas,
was arrested Wednesday under
Section 315 (act done with intent
to prevent child being born alive
orto causeit todie after birth) of
IPC. Probe is on to look into com-
plicity of others, particularly
Nayas’s first wife, and other fam-
ily members, police said.

According to health workers,
Shemeera Beevi, who had three
caesarean deliveries in the past,
developed labour pain Tuesday
afternoon. Around 5.30 pm, she
started bleeding profusely and the
baby was not coming out. At this
point, Nayas's first wife, who was
staying at the house for the last
two weeks, tried playing the role
of a birth attendant but failed.

When Shemeera slipped into
coma, Nayas got an ambulance
and rushed her to a private hos-
pital, where the mother and the
newborn were declared dead.

Thiruvananthapuram mu-

nicipal corporation councillor U
Deepika said Nayas was against
giving modern treatment to his
pregnant wife.

“When ASHA workers ap-
proached the family, Nayas did not
allow them to meet her. He
claimed home birth was possible
with the help of YouTube videos.
The woman had three deliveries
in the past, all caesarean. Hence,
we had told them that normal de-
livery was not possible. But Nayas
did not allow his wife to get insti-
tutional care. He did not give out
much details. She had undergone
the last caesarean only a year ago.
The woman was keen to take hos-
pital care but she was afraid of her
husband. He had threatened to
abandon her if she did not gowith
his decision,” said the councillor.

Health Minister Veena
George told the media that what
has happened s a serious crime.

“When she was expecting, a
doctor from the district medical
office had visited her and in-
sisted her family to take institu-
tional care. But the couple were
undergoing acupuncture treat-
ment. The mother and the child
were consigned to death by the
man. The incident is shocking
and it's murder. It should not
have happened in Kerala, where
people are keen to seek health-
care. We will not allow an ille-
gal way of treatment,” said the
minister.

Assam proposes law to
ban ‘magical healing'

ENS & PTI
GUWAHATI, FEBRUARY 21

THE ASSAM government on
Wednesday introduced a new
legislation in the Assembly
aimed at eliminating non-scien-
tific healing practices.

The proposed law seeks to
criminalise "magical healing",
conducted by individuals with
malicious intent, making it a cog-
nisable and non-bailable offence
punishable by up to five years of
imprisonment and a fine of up to
Rs 1 lakh.

The ‘'Assam  Healing
(Prevention of Evil) Practices Bill,
2024 was introduced in the
House by Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pijush Hazarika on be-
half of the chief minister.

The Bill aims to bring social

awakening in society and to cre-
ate a healthy, science-based
knowledge and safe environ-
ment to protect human health
against the evil and sinister prac-
tices of ignorance.

According to the ‘statement
of objects and reasons’ of the
Bill, no person shall take any
part in healing practices and
magical healing propagation for
treatment of any diseases, dis-
order or any condition relating
to the health of a person, di-
rectly or indirectly, giving a false
impression of providing
treatment.

It also bars any person from
taking part in any sort of adver-
tisement relating to any kind of
medicine, or remedy (directly or
indirectly) relating to any false
claim to cure diseases through
healing practices.

FROMPAGE ONE

The voice of radio’s golden age

every Wednesday, loyalties
bought forever by Mohammed
Rafi, Lata Mangeshkar, Asha
Bhosle and Kishore Kumar, and
his reassuring commentary
stitching it all together for a young
nation trying to walk.

Sayani, the golden voice that
revolutionised radio presentation
in India, died Tuesday night of a
cardiac arrest at his Mumbai
home. He was 91.

“I'wanted each listener to feel
thatIwas talking to them and that
immediately strucka chord.Idid-
n'texpectittobecomea phenom-
enon,” he told The Indian Express
ina 2014 interview.

Born in 1932 to Kulsum
Sayani and doctor father Jan
Mohammad Sayani, both of
whom were freedom fighters,
Sayani grew up amid an aca-
demic atmosphere throbbing
with ideas of liberty, its signifi-
cance,and how language and cul-
ture could play a significant role
in bringing people together.

While his father held charge
of a hospital taking care of the
wounded during the freedom
struggle, his mother and educa-
tionist Kulsum, whose own fa-
ther Rajabally Patel had been the
personal physician to Mahatma
Gandhi and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, started a fortnightly
newsletter, Rahber.

The newsletter, on Mahatma
Gandhi's advice, was brought out
in Hindustani — a blend of Hindi
and Urdu. Mahatma Gandhi
wanted Hindustani to become the
lingua franca of India, thinking
that it could bind the nation after
Independence. This was a time of
much conflict when Hindi and
Urdu supporters used heavy
words from Sanskrit and Persian,
respectively, to establish superi-
ority of either language. Rahber,
which began in 1940, stuck to
Hindustani, reaching out to many;,
especially the political prisoners.

“So right after Independence,
itwasamoment of pride to speak

in Hindustani. More so, if you did
itover AllIndia Radio,” Sayani told
The Indian Express.

Sayani famously failed his first
audition at AIR in Mumbai be-
cause of a “strong Gujarati and
English accent in the spoken
Hindustani”. He worked hard on
getting his pronunciation right
and got the job some months
laterin 1951.

So here was Sayani then,
speaking in Hindustani and with
his potli of film songs, and reach-
ing the remotest parts of the coun-
try where people could not read
and write. It was a masterstroke.
Subversive even. It was significant
because months before he joined
AIR, Hindi in Devnagri script,
along with English, replaced Urdu
asthe official language as India be-
came a Republic.

But Sayani, who had been ini-
tiated into broadcasting by his
older brother Hamid, a well-
known English presenter at the
time, continued to speak in
Hindustani, one that many under-
stood and which probably could
keep things together. Soon
enough, Binaca Geetmala was a
fixture in the life of a nation.

But 1952 was also a time
when the government-con-
trolled AIR was uncomfortable
with film music’s “westernised”
values and felt they could ruin a
generation. B V Keskar, the then
I&B Minister, banned film music
on radio, calling it “erotic and
vulgar” and only allowed classi-
cal music to be played on air.

After the ban, Sayani began
broadcasting his shows from
Radio Ceylon, which was initially
known for Hit Parade — a count-
down of English pop that was
popularinIndia. Letters from fans
requesting a similar show on
Hindi film music led Clifford
Dodd, Director of Commercial
Service, Radio Ceylon, toreach out
to Sayani. The show which played
film songs was its own form of re-
bellion. One heard film songs, via

SriLanka. There was a way around
and Sayani tookt.

The first show broughtinRs 25
as salary for Sayani and 9,000 let-
ters, some requesting songs and
others from women fans wholib-
erally sprinkled romantic adula-
tion for the voice they had fallen
in love with.

A few years later, veteran ed-
ucationist and political activist
Aruna Asaf Ali told Sayani that he
needed to do these popular shows
on AIR and not from Sri Lanka. “
told her my hands were tied. She
told me she would speak to Pt
Nehru about this, which she did,”
Sayani had said.

Vividh Bharti, the commer-
cial broadcast service of AIR, be-
ganin 1957 and Hindi film mu-
sic returned to radio. Sayani,
who stayed with Radio Ceylon
for along time, began his spon-
sored programmes on AIR in
1970. Some of the most signifi-
cantinterviews, including those
of Lata Mangeshkar, Kishore
Kumar and Raj Kapoor were
conducted by Sayani.

His favourite remained the
show titled Lata Se Darte Darte,
where he asked Mangeshkar
tough questions dealing with roy-
altyissues with Mohammad Rafi,
her relationship with sister Asha
Bhosle besides intimate ques-
tions her personal life — one of
the few times Mangeshkar spoke
about her life in such detail.

Incidentally, Sayani worked
till the end. Until recently, he
would get ready every day and
head to his studio in Colaba, touch
up his old work, record some-
thing new, and archive old shows.
Towards the end, the iconic voice,
its thick timbre, would some-
times be broken by bouts of
cough during conversations. But
somehow, even at 91, when
Sayani spoke through arecording
or in a phone call, you dropped
everything and just listened.

He took you to an India that
once was.
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‘My client 1s independence of judiciary’

In a sterling 7-decade career, Nariman
left alasting imprint on the judiciary

TRIBUTES

Among the wisest
experts on our
Constitution, he was also
a globally respected
jurist. His contributions
in enriching
constitutional practices
and strengthening legal
system will be
remembered for long

DROUPADIMURMU
PRESIDENT

Shri Fali Nariman Ji was
among the most
outstanding legal minds
and intellectuals. He
devoted his life to
making justice accessible
to common citizens

NARENDRA MODI
PRIME MINISTER

A trailblazing luminary,
Nariman Ji's profound
knowledge of the law
and keen intellect served
as the guiding light for
our judicial system. With
his passing, a powerful
voice of law fell silent

AMIT SHAH
UNION HOME MINISTER

We mourn the sad
demise of Fali Nariman.
He was a great giant of
an intellectual

DY CHANDRACHUD
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

His contributions have
not only shaped
landmark cases, but also
inspired generations of
jurists to uphold the
sanctity of Constitution
and civil liberties. May
his commitment to
justice and fairness
continue to guide us,
even in his absence

RAHUL GANDHI
CONGRESS LEADER

Not only the legal
fraternity, but the nation
has lost a towering figure
of intellect and wisdom.
The country has lost the
epitome of what
righteousness stood for.
Adoyen, paragon,and a
legend in his lifetime, he
hasleft us the
jurisprudence enriched
by hisimmense
contribution

TUSHARMEHTA
SOLICITOR GENERAL OF INDIA

He was thelast of a
generation of lawyers
from Bombay who
shaped and moulded the
history of constitutional
law in India, a voice that
stood by secular values,
for the Independence of
the judiciary

INDIRA JAISING
LAWYER

SC on TN’s submission

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

“MY CLIENT is the independence
of the judiciary,” said Fali
Nariman, glancing at the lawyers
behind him. A five-judge bench
in 2015, which was hearing the
challenge against the National
Judicial Appointments Commis-
sion (NJAC), had asked Nariman
who he was representing.

The Supreme Court struck
down the constitutional amend-
ment, cementing the collegium
system of appointment of judges.
The ruling — together with the
1993 Second Judges Case and the
1998 Third Judges Case that es-
tablished the collegium — form
the biggest imprint Nariman left
on the Constitution.

He began his legal practice in
1950, the same year in which the
Constitution he fiercely de-
fended for over seven decades
came into effect. Despite making
fewer courtroom appearances
since 2020, his stature and the
long innings he played have
earned him an enduring place as
the north star for the judiciary.

Born in Rangoon (now
Yangon) on January 10, 1929, to
Sam Bariyamji Nariman and
Banoo Nariman, Nariman studied
inShimla before his family moved
to Bombay, now Mumbai.
Nariman graduated in law from
the Government Law College,
Bombay, in 1950, and started his
law practice at the Bombay High
Court, joining the chambers of the
veteran Jamshedji Behramiji
Kanga.In 1971, he became a Senior
Advocate in the Supreme Court.

Nariman practised in the
Bombay High Court for 22 years
before moving to Delhi.In 1971, he
was designated a senior advocate
and, the next year, was appointed
the Additional Solicitor General by
the then Congress government.

Twodaysafter the Emergency
was imposed, Nariman resigned.
He never took up a government
post after that. But he spearheaded
virtually  every leading
Constitutional law case for the next

two decades. He mixed his trade-
markwitand cheerful nature with
the seriousness hisarguments de-
served in the courtroom.
Defending the rights of minor-
ity educational institutions,
Nariman was the lead counsel in
several cases from 1992 to 2002.
The most notable among those is
the 11-judge bench ruling in TMA
Pai Foundation v State of Karnataka.
He frequently wrote on key
constitutional debates: from the
basic structure doctrine to the
Centre’s abrogation of Article
370, which he termed “political
but not constitutional.”
Nariman'’s interventions on
issues, even the press conference
in 2018 by four senior top court
judges, were framed with an un-
abated faith in the Supreme
Court and the rule of law.
Whenasked by this reporterif
he worried that the SC someday
could overturn the Kesavanada
Bharati ruling thatestablished the
basic structure doctrine, Nariman
said any “sane judge” would re-
tainit. “God willing, they are all still
sane,” he added with a chuckle.

FALI SAM NARIMAN

1929-2024

When you speak of Fali, you can
only use superlatives: Former AG

New Delhi: Is there a new genera-
tion of conscience keepers for the
Bar? “lamsorry,I canonly draw a
blank on that question,” said for-
mer Attorney General of Indiaand
veteran lawyer KK Venugopal.
Venugopal, 92, was paying
tribute to his “old friend”, Fali
Nariman, who died Wednesday.
Remembering Nariman as a
“giant among lawyers,”
Venugopal told The Indian
Express: “When you speak of Fali,
you can only use superlatives. He

‘Colossus’: Advocates, judges recall
Nariman’s journey at Bombay Bar

OMKAR GOKHALE
& SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 21

IN REMEMBRANCE of Fali Sam
Nariman, who started his career
asalawyer from the Bombay Bar
Association, several senior advo-
cates and former judges recalled
the jurist’s contribution to the
city’slegal institutions as well as
the country’s constitutional law.

Having joined the Bar at the
age of 21in 1950, Nariman prac-
tised in the Bombay High Court
and other courts of the city for
nearly 22 years till he moved to
Delhi in 1972 when appointed

against Sterlite plant:
Does smelter in Gujarat
mean no need for another?

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

A THREE-JUDGE bench of the
Supreme Court, presided by (]I
DY Chandrachud, Wednesday
questioned the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment’s submission that the
Adani Group’s upcoming copper
smelter project in Gujarat will
cater to the country’s demand
for the precious metal and there
is no need to reopen the Sterlite
plantin Tuticorin, and asked if it
can be said just because there is
a plant in Gujarat, the nation
does not need another.

“Simply because there is an-
other smelter in Gujarat, can we
say that therefore the nation
doesn’t require another?” the CJI
asked.

On February 14, the bench,
also comprising Justices ] B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, had
cited “national interest” and
mooted forming an expert panel
tolook into environmental con-
cerns for reopening the plant.
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On Wednesday Senior advo-
cate C S Vaidyanathan, appear-
ing for the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, said “In March, a
high-capacity copper smelter
plant is commencing operation
(by) Adani in Gujarat. Capacity
required to meet this country’s
requirement and to export is
more than enough. So, that pub-
lic interest is not a matter that
needs to trouble My Lords”.

He said the Vedanta group
(which owns Sterlite plant) had
claimed it was set up at a cost of
Rs 3,700 crore as of 2018 and a
replacement value of Rs 6,000
crore as of today. “According to
them, they say the closure of in-
dustry has cost us a loss of Rs 5
crore (profit) per day. Let us take
320days working. That means a
profit of Rs 1,600 crore per
year... And they have functioned
for 20 years.In 2 years, they have
more than made their entire in-
vestment. There is no loss to
them,” Vaidyanathan said.
However, the (]I said, “that’s no
ground for closure.”

the Additional Solicitor General.

Senior advocate Navroz
Seervai said: “I have known him
(Nariman) since my childhood.
It is universally acknowledged
that he was a colossus at the Bar.
He dominated the Bar at the
Supreme Court, for probably 40
years, as no other lawyer before
him has dominated.”

Seervai said: “In addition to
several other landmark cases,
which we can call ‘Nariman’s
legacy’,inrecentyears, it has tobe
the NJAC case which was note-
worthy and cannot be forgotten.”

On Wednesday, during a
hearing at the Bombay High
Court, senior counsel and former

Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi
spoke about Nariman'’s death
beingan “end of anera”. “He was
an indisputable leader of the
Bar,” Rohatgi said.

Senior advocate Nitin
Thakker, the president of the
Bombay Bar Association, said that
as the high court was holding a
full court reference Wednesday
after the death of BomiZaikwalla,
he had contacted Nariman via
email on Tuesday. Nariman'’s re-
ply, in his trademark fashion,
came as an attached document
bearing his signature — “in firm
handwriting at the age of 95”.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

was the Number One...”

On Nariman'’s resignation as
the government’s law officer af-
ter the Emergency was imposed,
Venugopal said he took a “bold
step” that no other law officer did.

“Everyone in those days was
afraid of Indira Gandhi and more
soof Sanjay Gandhi,” he said. “lam
afraid all of us (the Bar) have not
risen to the occasion like he did
then. The office bearers of the Bar
today are a little too eager to con-
gratulate judges and politicians.”

NARIMAN, THE STORYTELLER

Venugopal said he has known
Nariman since 1979 when he
moved from Madras to Delhi.
Rivals before the court on several
occasions, both Venugopal and
Fali represent a generation of
lawyers whose criticism of the
Court is also taken seriously by
judges. “Inthe NJAC case, [was not
at all happy that he was appear-
ing for the Bar,” said Venugopal,
who had argued in favour of over-
hauling the collegium system.

-APURVAVISHWANATH

Drawing from his trove of witty anecdotes to describe
serious issues, Fali Nariman often recalled an exchange
between former Attorney General CK Daphtary and
senior advocate Sunderlal Desai to highlight the

significance of free speech.

CK and ST Desai — both Senior Advocates — were
distinguished Gujarati-speaking contemporaries. They
always came in early to the Bar Library, each sat opposite
the other, occasionally exchanging pleasantries,
occasionally not. One morning in August 1975, Iwas the sole
witness to the following conversation between them.

ST: (Holding a cigarette between third and fourth finger ina
loosely-clenched fist, as was his habit, and occasionally
inhaling) “Chandubhai, bolo (Chandubhai, speak).”

CK: (Puffing at his pipe, his eyes sparkling with mischief)
“Sunderlal, tame pehla bolo (Sunderlal, you speak first).”

FARMER WHO DIED FROM HEAD INJURY DURING PROTESTS

‘Worked hard to make ends meet,

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
BALLOH, BATHINDA,
FEBRUARY 21

ITISLATE in the evening, and vil-
lagers at Balloh, about 15 km from
Rampura Phul city in Bhatinda
district, await Shubkaran Singh’s
body, outside his home.

A hard-working young
farmer, engaged in contract
farming, and trying to make ends
meet — this is how close friend
Pala describes Shubkaran. He
died of a head injury Wednesday
at the Khanauri border as
Haryana security personnel used
teargas shells and, allegedly, rub-
ber bullets on farmers.

Shubkaran and his uncle
Baljeet Singh cultivated around 20
acres on contract. They alsoman-
aged livestock, including a bull
that the 22-year old took great
pride in. He quit studies before
completing his Class 12, and im-
mersed himself in farming.

Raised by his grandmother
after his parents’ divorce,
Shubkaran assumed the respon-
sibility of the family, which in-

N |

Shubkaran Singh was 22

cluded two sisters. His grand-
mother died six years ago. With
no contact with his mother and
a father who does not keep well,
he took charge.

Though Shubkaran owned
only two acres, the most valuable
possessions at his home are agri-
cultural implements scattered
across theyard. Two manual spray
pumps,and a sack of DAP(di-am-
monium phosphate)fertiliser,and
three bags of rice are kept in the
three corners of his room.

Access to his home, situated
outside the village in the fields, is
not easy. Comprising three rooms
and a traditional village kitchen,
the home brings back memories

believed in protesting for rights’

of the Punjab of the 1990s.

Pointing to Shubkaran’s
room, Pala, who is also a small
farmer, says, “This is his room.
People speakill of Punjab's youth
assuming they are spoiled. This
was his life — a hardworking
small farmer engaged in contract
farming to make ends meet.”

In Shubkaran’s room, the cot
at the centre displays neatly
folded bed-clothes beneath afan
suspended from an old-style
roof supported by wooden
beams. Two pairs of boots, one
for the fields, are kept behind.

The room does not have any
pictures of Shubkaran; instead,
there are pictures of his sister’s
school group and relatives who
have died. With his younger sis-
ter in shock, villagers attended
to four buffaloes and five calves
in their house.

Mahinder Singh, another vil-
lage friend, said, “Shubkaran was
always at the forefront when
Bhartiya Kisan Union Sidhupur
called for protests or gatherings.
He believed it was the responsi-
bility of farmers to actively par-
ticipate and secure their rights.”

In UP, farmer

attempts to
immolate self

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUZAFFARNAGAR, MEERUT,
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 21

AFARMER tried toimmolate him-
self as agriculturists across west-
ern Uttar Pradesh staged demon-
strations and carried out marches
to press for theirdemands evenas
the Bhartiya Kisan Union warned
that if the government does not
allow farmers to go to Delhi, they
toowill notallow members of the
ruling party enter their villages
during the elections.

In Muzaffarnagar, a farmer
tried to set himself on fire. The fire
was doused in time by the fellow
protesters and he was rushed to
a local hospital. City Magistrate
Vikash Kashyap, who visited the
hospital, said the farmer, Brijpal,
received minor burn injuries on
face and was tended to immedi-
ately. Kashyap said he was told
that the farmer had aloan-related
issue which would be addressed.

BKU district president Yogesh
Sharma said Brijpal tried to com-
mit suicide because he was wor-
ried about getting a notice froma
bank despite never taking one.

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

Trusted lieutenant of
40 years speaks: ‘He
was a prophet for me’

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

“WHERE GANGES, woods,
Himalayan caves,and men dream
of God, I am hallowed, my body
touched that sod... I do not wish
to die in bed, but with my boots
on, speaking of God and India...”

This was one of the passages
Subhash Sharma, Fali Nariman’s
trusted lieutenant for nearly 40
years, read out to him from a
1952 speech of Paramahansa
Yogananda about five hours be-
fore the eminent lawyer
breathed his last in the wee
hours of Wednesday.

“Istarted crying after reading
the speech...looking at me, Fali
started weeping too,” Sharma
told The Indian Express.

“Paramhansa used to think
Mahatma Gandhi was a prophet...
for me, Nariman was a prophet,”
he said. Sharma is a well-known
name inlegal circles and has been
the devoted gatekeeper for
Nariman’s offices. As his junior
since 1986, Sharma’s name ap-
pearsinvirtually every case han-
dled by Nariman. It was Sharma
who would be the first point of
contact for lawyers or litigants to
Nariman’s office since the veteran
neither carried a cell phone nor
directly accessed his email ac-
count. Printouts of emails were
often placed before him the next
morning. He then dictated re-
sponses which were typed outon
a letterhead which were signed
and attached to emails.

It was by a stroke of luck that
Sharma got an opportunity to
work with one of the country’s
most well-known lawyers. “The
Bar Council of India had started a
programime, assigning young
members of the Bar who lacked
opportunities toworkwithasen-
ior advocate. I was one of the 20

Subhash Sharma has been
Nariman’s junior since 1986

orphan-category candidates
whom Bar picked... Narimaneven
paid the fee of my son who is
studyinginthe USA,” Sharma said
as he received visitors who
walked in to pay their last respects
at Nariman’s Hauz Khas home.
On his long association with
Nariman, Sharma felt he had a
“spiritual connection” with him.
Recollecting his experience
working with Nariman in 2015
when the Senior Advocate led
the challenge against the Modi
government’s National Judicial
Appointments Commission,
Sharma said that the duo worked
from morning till 2:30am.
“During this time, he took no
case for six months,” Sharma
said. “I think he believed that
when lawyers chase multiple
cases, it harms the clients... this
is what happens today.”
Sharma also remembered
Bapsi Nariman, Fali's wife who
passed away in 2020. “Bapsi ji
was a gem of a person. She al-
ways worked for the underdog...
I give her even more marks than
Fali for compassion,” he said.

Helped ‘safeguard’ our
share of Cauvery water,
say Karnataka leaders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 21

POLITICAL leaders in Karnataka
expressed sorrow on the demise
of jurist Fali Nariman, 95, who
had been closely associated with
the state on account of his role as
the pre-eminent legal consult-
ant on the Cauvery dispute.

Former Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda, 91, who played a
role in the efforts to settle the
Cauvery water dispute, said: “He
was not just my friend, he was a
great friend of Karnataka and a
proud son of India.”

Gowda requested the
Speaker of the Karnataka

Assembly and Chairman of the
state Legislative Council to en-
sure a condolence resolution.
“His decades of service to
Karnataka to safeguard its share
of Cauvery water is unparalleled.
We are indebted to him,” he said.

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah said Nariman will
forever remain in the memory of
the people of Karnataka for his
part in the Cauvery dispute.
“Nariman, the country's fore-
most river water dispute expert,
represented Karnatakain the SC
for decades. If the farmers of
Karnataka got justice in the
Krishna and Cauvery disputes, it
was due to Nariman's great con-
tribution,” he said.

SandeShkhah’ farmer -

protest bids to disrupt
democracy: Organiser

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE LATEST issue of RSS-affiliated
magazine, Organiser, termed farm-
ers’demands for alegal guarantee
of MSP for all crops as “unreason-
able” and claimed their protests
are “politically motivated”, a con-
trast to the Sangh earlier support-
ing the demand.

The magazine hasalso called
the Sandeshkhali incident in
West Bengal as an “ISIS-in-
spired” exhibition.

“The farmers’ agitation that
we witnessed around Delhi in
2020 was in the context of three
bills related to reforms in the
agriculture sector. This time
around, there is no such reason,”
an editorial penned by maga-
zine’s editor Prafulla Ketkar said.

Suggesting that the protests
are political in nature, the edito-
rial said: “The modus operandi is
the same — massive mobilisation
and blockade of roads with un-
reasonable demands such as le-
gal guarantees related to MSP for

all the crops, loan waivers, pen-
sion for all farmers, and India’s
withdrawal from WTO. Some are
also raising the sensitive and
provocative issue of Khalistan.”

Ketkar argued that after the
2020 protests, the government
has announced MSP on various
crops and the government has
been engaging with farmers’ or-
ganisations.

“Even when the negotiations
are going on, the kind of mobili-
sation that is taking place not just
to draw attention but to obstruct
the traffic on the roads is unde-
mocratic. In popular perception,
the Opposition parties are fu-
elling this protest to create an
anti-government atmosphere.
Using farmers in this political
game undermines the genuine
concerns of the agriculture sec-
tor,” Ketkar wrote.

The editorial concluded that
the farmers’ protests, along with
opposition to investigations into
the Sandeshkhali incident and
the Haldwani protests, are part
of “alarger game to disrupt and
demean democracy”.
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

FALI NARIMAN

A colossus and a conscience,
at 95 gone too soon

HE RESIGNATION OF law officer number 3 made no impact, created noripples,
in the political waters in the capital.  was simply not important enough”. This
was how Fali Nariman recounted, in a piece he wrote for this newspaper in
2015, a moment in June 1975. That was when, having been appointed addi-
tional solicitor-general of India in May 1972, and reappointed for another three-year term
in May 1975, Nariman resigned, taking a stand against the Indira Gandhi government's
imposition of Emergency. But, of course, Nariman’s decision mattered. What lay behind
his resignation then — a fierce independence, unwavering integrity and staunch com-
mitment to constitutional principle — set off many a ripple that picked up force in a ca-
reer over seven decades long, raising the bar and setting an example for others. Now, his
death, coming in a time when the space is shrinking for both individuals and institutions
who stand against the current, when the Constitution needs all its upholders, leaves a
void that is especially gaping. Nariman lived a long and full life in which he engaged deeply
and widely with the public sphere from the time he started work as a young lawyer —in-
cidentally, also the time that a young country was giving to itself a new Constitution. But
itisimpossible not to feel that he is gone too soon, his work was not yet done.

So much of what Nariman stood for, and argued and wrote about, will continue to
shine a light after him. He argued the case for the court to appoint its judges, deeming that
power to be essential to protect the independence of the judiciary — and yet he also did
not hesitate to criticise the decisions of the Collegium that was established and shaped
by the seminal cases he appeared in. In September 2023, he wrote in this paper against
the Collegium's decision not to elevate S Muralidhar to the SC; and called out the SC's de-
cision as “politically acceptable but constitutionally incorrect” on Article 370. Just as the
judiciary as an institution needs to preserve its independence, he wrote, citizens need
the reassurance of a system of judicial accountability. Another binding theme and con-
cern was the right to dissent, which he believed was essential and non-negotiable, on
the bench and outside the court too, in a country of great diversities. During the phase of
coalition governments, he wrote in another piece in this paper, leaders changed for the
better, “stepping down from the high ground, they became much less fractious and much
more friendly...”. Through it all, the Constitution, for Nariman, was a lodestar and a living
thing — he appeared in the Golaknath case of 1967 in which the Supreme Court held that
Parliament cannot make a law that infringes citizens’ fundamental rights.

The country will miss a public intellectual, who spoke his mind, followed his con-
science, admitted his mistakes, did the right thing. This paper will miss its friend and
columnist, who wrote in often — alongwith his deeply insightful columns, delightful lit-
tle letters to the editor that came as encouragement and affirmation, as gentle comment,
or just to tell a small anecdote that illustrated and illuminated a large thing.

STAIN ON CAMPUS

By punishing students, Jindal University risks becoming a
cautionary tale rather than the role model it aims to be

IVERSITY ADMINISTRATIONS — public and private — across the country
have, in recent years, unfortunately not always stood up for academics and
students when the latter have questioned the dominant ideas and powers
that be. Teachers and students have been arrested, discussions, even movie

screenings stalled or called off. Academics at prestigious private universities that claim
to champion liberal values have been forced out and university authorities have not re-
frained from inviting the police on campus. In this milieu, OP Jindal Global University
(JGU)seemed to have, quietly and without fuss, created a space even as others in its neigh-
bourhood ceded it. However, the JGU administration's action against two students for
“putting up posters and engaging in conversation” that involved “derogatory and provoca-
tive words” flies against its own record and stated principles. More importantly, it un-
dermines the idea and promise of a university. It's a stain on the campus.

The action against the students was in response to posters and discussion on the Ram
temple at Ayodhya. Reportedly, the framing of the discussion was critical of the dominant
politics surrounding the consecration. On February 10, the students were suspended for a
semester and late that night, they were "evicted" from campus housing. According to the
university's Student Disciplinary Committee, the punishment was for “a serious violation
of the student code of conduct”. This wasn't a frightened university administration giving
in to goons, this was the university punishing free speech.

JGU is an “Institution of Eminence” and, to the credit of its leadership, its law school has
been ranked among the top 100 in the world. Its faculty includes a former Chief Justice of
India, a former SC justice and social scientists. They could tell the JGU administration that
ideas are tested through debate,and acampus can remain “excellent” only if itallows students
to experiment with them. After all, a campus is the only place where you have the right tobe
wrong. There's no evidence that the two students were fomenting violence or breaking a
law. “At the core of JGU's vision and mission”, according to its website, “is our aspiration to be
arole model for excellence in higher education in India and among the leading universities
of the world”. It also promises to remain sensitive to the “deepening of democratic traditions
inIndia”. The university should revoke the suspensions, ensure that expressing anidea can't
be the reason for students to be evicted from a residential campus. Otherwise, JGU's words
on democracy will ring hollow, its global ranking a mere marketing number.

LIKE A FRIEND

Ameen Sayani revolutionised radio presentation, brought
people in a young country together with Hindustani

N A 1945 letter to Kulsum Sayani, an educationist who published the fortnightly
newsletter Rahber, her mentor Mahatma Gandhi wrote, “Beti Kulsum, I like the mis-
sion of Rahber to unite Hindi and Urdu. May it succeed.” Rahber, since its inception
in 1940, was published in Hindustani — an amalgamation of Hindi and Urdu — ata
time when the conflict over the superiority of one language over the other was fomenting.
Hindustani was Gandhi’s solution. Kulsum Sayani’s young son Ameen imbibed his first
lesson on the power of language then — it could transcend the constraints of identity.

Soon after, since 1951, Ameen Sayani's warm and charming voice entered Indian
homes like a close friend with Binaca Geetmala, over boxy Murphy radio sets and Philips
transistors. Sayani spoke in Hindustani while taking listeners on a journey through film
music. What was interesting was the way he used Hindustani or what he called “bol-
chaal ki bhasha” in a newly-independent country recovering from the scars of Partition.
“I promised to myself: I was naye Bharat ka naya naujawan. I will speak in Hindustani,” he
said in a 2016 interview to this newspaper.

In 1952, BV Keskar, then I&B minister banned film music on radio, calling it “eroticand
vulgar”. Sayani began broadcasting his shows from Radio Ceylon in Sri Lanka. It was a
radical idea — to not be stymied into silence — and the popularity of the show continued
unabated. It was Aruna Asaf Ali, who after her conversation with Jawaharlal Nehru,
brought the show back to India in the late '50s. The show went on for 42 years and was
revived in 2014 for an FM channel. With Sayani’s demise on Tuesday, India has lost not just
aman who revolutionised radio presentation, but a voice that bound the nation together.
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WORDLY WISE
MY LISTENERS ARE LIKE FAMILY. I MAY BE REACHING
OUT TO MULTITUDES BUT I SPEAK AS THOUGH | AM
TALKING TO JUST ONE INDIVIDUAL. — AMEEN SAYANI

[.eader of the Bar

The thinking of generations of lawyers has
been shaped by the cases he argued

INDIRA JAISING

THE PASSING OF Fali S Nariman represents
the end of an era. Being 20 years of age when
India attained Independence, Nariman be-
longed to a generation of lawyers who were
almost the first post-Independence legal
practitioners. On their shoulders fell the task
of decolonising a system which worked
without a written constitution to one which
had a constitution — a transition of immense
importance for the citizens of the country.
On their shoulders also fell the task of mak-
ing the first challenges to laws which could
be declared unconstitutional.

There were advantages to starting in
Bombay. It was the commercial centre of
India. Bombay was a city which housed Parsi
businesses and industry. There is the famous
House of Tatas — known as Bombay House
— in which sat another famous Parsi lawyer
N A Palkhivala. The legal profession in
Bombay, now Mumbai, was proud of being
an advisor to the East India Company. At that
time, the legal profession was bifurcated be-
tween solicitors who did not appear in court
and counsels who only appeared in court
and did no transactional legal work. Fali
Nariman chose the latter and was one of the
most sought-after lawyers in his younger
days. In a profession dominated by Parsis
and Gujaratis, business and industry looked
to Nariman for legal advice and guidance. It
is in these circumstances that he perfected
his command over commercial laws, long
before he shifted to Delhiin 1971. He was by
then already a role model for generations of
lawyers who came after him. The Parsi com-
munity has always contributed a judge to
the Supreme Court of India, but Nariman
chose not to be a judge of any Court. Years
later, his son Rohinton Nariman became a
judge of the Supreme Court.

Starting work in Bombay as a lawyer, |
had several occasions to observe him at
work in court. He was, even then, a natural

Nariman belonged to a
group of illustrious men
(notice, no woman in his
generation) from the High
Court of Bombay, who held
high office in the country as
law officers. He himself
occupied the office of
Solicitor General of India
under a Congress
government. His resignation
from the post of Additional
Solicitor General on the
declaration of Emergency is a
testimony to his value
system and his commitment
to liberalism and democracy.

leader of the Bar. Loud and aggressive —
which [ saw as a mark on his confidence in
court — and coming straight to the point, he
had a charisma which came from a direct
approach to the law. When I started working
as a litigator, I often found myself on the op-
posite side of him. We both belonged to a
working-class city which shaped and
moulded our work in different ways. He was
representing industry, whereas I repre-
sented the workers of the enterprises he
stood for. Conflict was inevitable, but what
itdid offer was the opportunity to learn the
tools of the trade from a master. His style of
practice was minimalist, focused on the out-
come his clients wanted. It was a far cry from
the days of grandstanding which emerged
later in both oral arguments and judgments
under the full glare of the media.

Nariman went to the Government Law
College in Mumbai to learn the law. It's a dif-
ferent matter that many who went there say
they learnt the law outside the school. With
the advent of the national law schools, the
nature of legal education has changed dra-
matically. The march of technology has
made legal research available at our finger-
tips. Yet, ask any young lawyer and you are
likely to find that she will know of Nariman'’s
contribution to the practice of law and
has been shaped in her thinking by the cases
he argued.

Nariman belonged to a group of illustri-
ous men (notice, no woman in his genera-
tion) from the High Court of Bombay, who
held high office in the country as law offi-
cers. He himself occupied the office of
Solicitor General of India under a Congress
government. His resignation from the post
of Additional Solicitor General on the dec-
laration of Emergency is a testimony to his
value system and his commitment to liber-
alism and democracy.

As a jurist he was committed to the in-

dependence of the judiciary. For him, the
separation of powers and commitment to
judicial review were the cornerstone of a
Constitution in defending the rights of citi-
zens against the state. He led the arguments
in three major cases which led to the forma-
tion of the collegium system, insulating
from political interference the appoint-
ments of judges to High Courts and the
Supreme Court.

State governments and politicians also
depended on him for advice. In fact, he rep-
resented several states, including Karnataka
in inter state water disputes. In a different
context, he represented the State of Gujarat
in the Narmada rehabilitation case. He also
represented the late ] Jayalalithaa. He also
appeared in the TMA Pai case which held
that higher education was a business and
occupation entitled to protection as a fun-
damental right under Article 19(1)(g) of the
Constitution of India. He was a liberal and
believed in the free market.

In his long career, the one regret he ex-
pressed was about this representation of
Union Carbide Corporation in the Bhopal Gas
leak case on becoming aware of the suffer-
ing caused to the victims and the inadequacy
of compensation provided in an agreement
signed under his watch. But then, how many
lawyers even apologise for the consequences
of their professional work? [ wonder if he
also regretted his appearance in the infa-
mous Nargesh Meerza case which denied
women air hostesses the right to continue in
employment after marriage.

His commitment to secular values can-
not be doubted. He spoke up when he saw
the slow dismantling of some of the basic
features of the Constitution. History will
judge the contribution of his generation of
lawyers to the making of modern India.

The writer is senior advocate Supreme Court

A CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

Governor R N Ravi’s conduct shows how country’s federal structure has eroded

MANURA] SHUNMUGASUNDARAM

AT THE INAUGURAL session of the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly, Governor R N
Ravi did not read the text prepared by the
state government. Instead, he walked out,
as he did the previous year, and later
claimed that he did not agree with the re-
marks prepared by the government of Tamil
Nadu. In such circumstances, the underly-
ing conflict within the executive branch of
the government comes to the fore resulting
in a constitutional crisis. There have been
other instances of Governor Ravi withhold-
ing Bills duly passed by the Assembly and
even referring these to the President of
India. Such actions strengthen the argu-
ment that the position of the governor has
lost its constitutional utility in a modern
democratic setup.

There has been an increase in the interfer-
ence of governors in governance in non-BJP-
ruled states. Regularly, states like Kerala,
Telangana, Punjab, Delhi and West Bengal
have witnessed such constitutional friction,
which has ultimately impeded governance.
Many of these states approached the
Supreme Court to seek directions for gover-
nors to pass bills in accordance with the con-
stitutional scheme. In some cases, such as
Telangana, the 2022 assembly session began
without the customary Governor’s Address.

In the Tamil Nadu legislative assembly,
the previous year witnessed a walkout
when the chief minister objected to Ravi
reading out an unapproved and abridged
version of the Governor’s Address. In this
year’s session, he staged a similar exit stat-
ing that the Address “contained numerous
passages with misleading claims and facts”

The role of governors was
always envisaged as a bridge
between the elected
governments at the state and
the Union. The original idea
was presumably that the
larger interest of the country
would be served better if we
had a person with
statesmanship beyond
partisanship occupying the
Raj Bhavan.

and reading them would amount to “a
constitutional travesty”.

The governor’s office also released a press
communication which stated that the gov-
ernor had asked for the national anthem to
be sung before the commencement of the
address but that was not done.

On the firstissue, the state minister for law
has explained that the governor had not
sought clarification regarding any factual is-
sues. Secondly, itis well known in Tamil Nadu
that the protocol in official government
eventsis to begin with the Tamil Thai Vazhthu
(Tamil anthem) and conclude with the na-
tional anthem, which was followed in the
present session as well. However, without un-
derstanding this, the governor seems to be
building a case against his state government
asif they have a vested agenda against the na-
tional anthem. Both of these arguments are
unsubstantiated and do not behove the con-
stitutional office occupied by Ravi.

It is well known that the governor is re-
quired by the Constitution to act only in ac-
cordance with the aid and advice of the
council of ministers and as such, no discre-
tionis provided for in terms of his functions.
When it comes to the Governor’s Address,
these are merely curtain raisers for the as-
sembly session, formal statements made on
behalf of the state government.

The role of governors was always envis-
aged as a bridge between the elected gov-
ernments at the state and the Union. The
original idea was presumably that the larger
interest of the country would be served bet-
ter if we had a person with statesmanship
beyond partisanship occupying the Raj

Bhavan. Unfortunately, recent events have
led us to think that the actions of various gov-
ernors have, instead of tying up the loose
ends of Union-state relations, caused more
damage to the federal fabric of the country.

Such incidents have revived the neces-
sity to review the role and position of the
governor within the constitutional architec-
ture. The Supreme Court has repeatedly held
that the governor has no discretionary
power in matters of governance.In A G
Perarivalan vs State (2022), the Supreme
Court called the governor a “short-hand ex-
pression for state government”. When it
comes to the withholding of bills passed by
the assembly, the Supreme Court has been
curt and has essentially cut short the self-
proclaimed role of the governor. This raises
a larger question on the necessity for the
governorship as an institution itself.

We have persisted with the “nominal
head” only for customary reasons. As such,
governments seem to function perfectly well
with real executive heads in the form of the
chief ministers and the collective responsi-
bility of the council of ministers. The present
constitutional crisis which has eroded the
federal structure beyond recognition is a
wake-up call. It may only be a matter of time
before a future Parliament may regard gov-
ernorships as unnecessary colonial vestiges
and disregard them altogether.

The writer is an advocate practising before
the High Court of Madras and National
Media Spokesperson, Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam. Inputs for this article were
provided by Dhileepan P
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SHOOTOUTS IN PUNJAB

PUNJAB WAS ROCKED by three shootout in-
cidents in which nine persons were killed
and over adozeninjured, eight of them seri-
ously. Unconfirmed reports put the toll at 10.
Seven persons were shot dead by unidenti-
fied persons near Kahnuwan village and at
least two were killed and four injured at
Bhaini Mian in Gurdaspur district.

HARYANA VIOLENCE

HARYANA CHIEF MINISTER Bhajan Lal said
amagisterial inquiry will be held into the re-
centviolent incidents at Panipat and Kaithal.

He said the state government was deter-
mined to put down violence with a firm
hand irrespective of the persons responsible
forit. The chief minister, who has already an-
nounced that miscreants trying to damage
any place of worship or property would be
shot, said he expected every community to
cooperate in the maintenance of law.

INDO-CzECH TALKS

INDIA AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA expressed
concern over the increasing threat of nuclear
war and reiterated their support for all ef-
forts aimed at resumption of talks for the re-
duction of nuclear and other arms. The is-

sues of war and peace marked Czechoslovak
Prime Minister Lubomir Strougal’s 80-
minute talks with Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on global and bilateral matters.

CLASHES IN DHAKA

AT LEAST 50 persons were injured in a clash
between students supporting the opposition
and government-backed political workers at
Shaheed Minar where they had assembled to
pay homage to the martyrs of the language
movement. President H M Ershad was the first
to place a wreath. Soon after his departure,
students and other people who were stopped
earlier broke through the cordon.
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In his own words

Fali S Nariman’s articles and letters to the editor in The Indian Express reflected his deep knowledge of the
Constitution and commitment to upholding it, innate sense of justice and sparkling humour. Excerpts:

On the Emergency (June 23,2015)
IT WAS ON June 12, 1975, that Justice
Jagmohan Lal Sinha of the High Court of
Allahabad pronounced judgmentin the elec-
tion petition filed against Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, holding her guilty of corrupt
practices, and disqualifying her from holding
all public office...The PM’s senior advocate,
Nani Palkhivala, argued the stay application
before the vacation judge, Justice VR Krishna
Iyer, on June 22... Justice Iyer’s order was
handed down on June 24, 1975: Only a con-
ditional stay — no absolute stay. And
“Operation Emergency” swung into motion.
On the morning of June 27,1 informed the
law minister of my decision on the telephone.
I then drafted, signed and posted to Delhi a
one-line letter of resignation... The resignation
of law officer number 3... created noripples, in
the political waters in the capital. I was simply
notimportant enough. The then high commis-
sioner of Australia told me not long after the
Emergency that he had met Gandhi a couple of
weeks after June 25, and she had expressed
shock and surprise at the lack of reaction
among the “intelligentsia”. She need not have
been surprised. It is always the intelligentsia
that has both the capacity and inclination to
rationalise tyranny. And so it was in India.

On freedom of speech (February 17, 2016)

Citizens in India are free to criticise their
governments at the Centre orin the states —
which they do quite frequently, and boldly
and fearlessly as well; as they must, because
thatis what a participatory democracy is all
about. It behoves the men and women of the
law who advise government to impress upon
their client that freedom of speech and ex-
pression is a fundamental right guaranteed
under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution —
and toremind all governments (presentand
future) that “sedition” had been deliberately
and designedly excluded by the framers of
the Constitution from Article 19(2), the ex-
ception clause to free speech, only because,
as the founding fathers had said, “Sedition is
not made an offence in order to minister to
the wounded vanity of governments!”

On the Basic Structure of the Constitution
(September 19, 2022)

Up to the year 1989, with one single polit-
ical party almost consistently returning to
power at every election, the judges had
plumbed the depths of silence in the world’s
longest Constitution, searching for some lim-
itations on the amending power. They found
none; and they said so, emphatically, in 1951
in a Bench decision of five judges (Sankari
Prasad vs Union of India). Fourteen years later
— a different Bench of five judges — said no
again (Sajjan Singh vs State of Rajasthan), but
this time with some hesitancy. Ultimately, in
1973 in Kesavananda Bharati, a larger Bench of
13 judges sat for several months, listening to
arguments on what was described as “anissue
of grave moment, not only to the future of this
country but to the future of democracy itself!”
..bya7:6 majority, it held that although under
Article 368 Parliament’s power to amend the
Constitution was plenary, extending to each
and every article of the Constitution, including
the articles enumerated in the Fundamental
Rights Chapter, no amendment was permis-
sibleifitaltered “the basic structure or frame-
work of the Constitution”.

In Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain (1975), a
Constitution Bench of the highest court held
that free and fair elections were a fundamen-
tal part of the Constitution, so fundamental
as to be beyond the reach of the amending
powers, all the five judges on the Bench having
been a part of the Bench of 13 judges in
Kesavananda Bharati. It was this decision (in

Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain, 1975) that helped
to cement the “basic structure theory”.

On importance of coalition governments
(August 17, 2016)

After another somewhat indifferent
decade of Congress rule, there emerged a
prolonged period of coalition governments
for the next 25 years — 1989 to May 2014 —
during which no single political party could,
onits own, form a government at the Centre.

It was during this period when political
parties were reaching out for alliances —in or-
der to form a stable government — that India
witnessed a complete change of attitude in
their leaders. Stepping down from the high
ground, they became much less fractious and
much more friendly. They began practising
the spirit of fraternity — one of the prime pur-
poses for which the Constitution was framed,
as stated upfront inits Preamble... And when
governments do good things, people do the
same. When those in the government speak
temperately, and without excitement, anger
or malice, the people do likewise.

On judicial accountability
(November 12, 2022)

Empowering itself with the trappings of
modern technology, India’s Supreme Court
has been striving to performits arduous task.
But what of the future? First, and foremost,
the judiciary as an institution needs to pre-
serve itsindependence, and to do this it must
strive to maintain the confidence of the pub-
lic in the established courts. The independ-
ence of judges is best safeguarded by the
judges themselves — through institutions and
organisations that the law empowers them to
set up... Itis in the high courts that there are
now left the largest number of roadblocks
and delays; in their administrative function-
ing the high courts are answerable to no one
but themselves... It is time that the Supreme
Court be entrusted with direct responsibility
for the functioning of the high courts: Only
then can the highest court be an effective
apex court, only then can the Supreme Court
be made answerable, as it should be, for ju-
dicial governance for the entire country.

On Justice Muralidhar not being elevated to
Supreme Court (written with Madan B

,-P"#.m e :

FOR THE
RECORD

It was during this period
when political parties were
reaching out for alliances, in
order to form a stable
government, that India
witnessed a complete change
of attitude in their leaders.
Stepping down from the
high ground, they became
much less fractious and
much more friendly. They
began practising the spirit
of fraternity — one of the
prime purposes for which
the Constitution was
framed, as stated upfront in
its Preamble.

CR Sasikumar

Lokur and Sriram Panchu, August 16,2023)

Along with Justice AP Shah, he authored
the path-breaking Naz Foundation judgment
that decriminalised consensual homosexu-
ality by reading down Section 377 of the IPC.
He convicted Congress leader Sajjan Kumar
for his role in the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. He sen-
tenced 16 policemen to life imprisonment
for the targeted killing of 38 Muslims in
Hashimpura. He granted bail to Gautam
Navlakha, one of the activists arrested in the
Bhima Koregaon case. During the Delhi riots
in 2020, he held a late night sitting to man-
date ambulance services to victims and re-
habilitation measures. His Bench slammed
the Solicitor General and the police for not
registering cases against BJP leaders for
provocative speeches; this obviously led to
his hurried transfer to Punjab and Haryana
HC by an executive midnight order...

The judge retired at the age of 62; he was
in his stride, and had so much more todoand
give... The judiciary has lost a treasured asset,
adiamond which should have sparkled on the
crown. And hence questions, hard questions,
must be asked of the collegium of the
Supreme Court. Why was this judge not taken
to the Supreme Court when he is so
supremely qualified and has performed so
brilliantly? With such merit on display, along
with matchless integrity and probity,on what
grounds was he denied his rightful place?

Aletter on camaraderie in Parliament

This refers to the article, ‘Laughter in the
House’ (IE, December 8, 2023), by Derek
O’Brien. My friend Piloo Mody believed that
if ever there could be a good government, he
was the man to provide it — “Look at my ini-
tials”, he would say, with childish simplicity:
“PM”. But the nearest he came to the High
Office was when he once wrote a note in
Parliament to Mrs Indira Gandhi, his adver-
sary and political opponent. “Dear IG”, it be-
gan and ended with the initials “PM”. Mrs
Gandhi responded in the same vein “Dear
PM”, she wrote back and signed “IG”! Those
were indeed gracious days: people in politics,
though opposing one another, were able to
laugh at and with each other.

For full versions of the articles, go to
www.indianexpress.com

Detfender and dissenter

Whichever the government, Fali S Nariman spoke truth to power

SHADAN FARASAT

The legal career of Fali Sam Nariman began
in 1950, along with the coming into force
of the Indian Constitution. In the 74 years
for which Nariman and the Indian
Constitution co-existed, they were insepa-
rable. From I C Golaknath in 1967, where the
Supreme Court (SC) held that fundamen-
tal rights are beyond the amending pow-
ers of the Parliament, to the Supreme Court
Advocates-On-Record vs Union Of India case
in 2015, where the SC struck down the 99th
constitutional amendment to defend the
independence of the judiciary, Nariman ar-
gued and succeeded in cases that have
shaped Indian constitutional law. Through
his long legal career, he ensured that his
professional success did not come at the
cost of his fundamental principles and he
was that rare personality who straddled
the world of extraordinary professional
success while being a moral guide to gov-
ernments, judiciary and the legal fraternity.

While much will be written about the
cases he argued, the element of his life
which will possibly be well remembered
in posterity is his extraordinary engage-
ment as a public intellectual in the last 20
years of his life, when he slowly reduced
his court work, simultaneously increasing
his public writings — particularly in respect

epaper ne 55.com
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to the Indian Constitution and the legal sys-
tem. In the years between 2006 and until
his passing today, he authored a total of six
books, most of which have been best-
sellers. His most recent book You Must
Know Your Constitution was published last
year. This was a tour de force on the polit-
ical and cultural underpinnings of the
Indian Constitution, presented in such a lu-
cid style that even a layperson could ab-
sorb the complexities of the Indian
Constitution. His 2010 autobiography
Before Memory Fades was an exceptional
account of his personal and professional
life that has inspired lawyers and non-
lawyers alike. It is not unusual for lawyers
to get applications from young law stu-
dents seeking internships, detailing how
one of Nariman’s books inspired them to
getinto the field and how they aspire to be
lawyers like him.

In the last many years, he was one of
those rare public intellectuals who de-
fended not only the Constitution but also,
more specifically, the principle of secular-
ism enshrined in it. In Before Memory Fades,
he described the worrisome trend of loss
of tolerance within Indian society. His pub-
lic statements on the 2002 riots in Gujarat
or on the appointment of a religious leader

as the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh
were a reflection of his concern that
a society where religion, politics and
governance are conflated, is a society on a
downward spiral.

Nariman never shied away from pub-
licly criticising or rebuking the SC, when he
was convinced that the Court was lacking
in its expected constitutional role. Even
though he helped shape the creation and
the functioning of the collegium system by
arguing in favour of it as a protector of ju-
dicial independence, he publicly criticised
its functioning quite often. Most recently
in September 2023, he questioned the
collegium’s decision not to elevate S
Muralidhar to the SC.

He also called out the SC’s recent deci-
sion on Article 370 as “politically acceptable
but constitutionally incorrect”, and
lamented the fact that out of the five judges
on the Bench, not one dissented. According
to him, dissent in contested matters is an
indication to the public that even though
one view prevails for the day, the Court itself
isin good health as multitudes of views ex-
istand are not able to overpower each other.

Crucially, his moral compass was not
just meant for others. One of his errors of
professional judgment in his 74-year legal

career was defending the Union Carbide
before the Indian SCin the aftermath of the
Bhopal gas tragedy. Later in his life, he in-
trospected and had the sagacity to accept
that this was an error and that he was
wrong to treat the Bhopal tragedy as just
another professional brief. Similarly, in
1975, upon imposition of the Emergency,
he resigned from the post of Additional
Solicitor General in protest. In 1998, he also
returned the brief of the Gujarat
Government in the Narmada rehabilitation
program, as a protest against the attack on
the Christian community within the state.

Never a man who hankered for any
post, in life as in his death, he will not be
remembered for any positions that he held
but for the personality that he was. Be it the
government of Indira Gandhi or Narendra
Modi, he had an unflinching ability to speak
truth to power. It is that ability to defend
the Constitution, irrespective of the polit-
ical colour of the government of the day
that we need the most now to sustain the
constitutional republic that he so lovingly
helped curate.

The writer is a counsel practising
in the Supreme Court

of India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Public pressure... can impose costs on corporations... But environmentalists
should not expect wholesale change. Pressuring the Securities and Exchange
Commission to impose a rule for public companies to report corporate

emissions is likely to be much more effective.”

— THE WASHINGTON POST

An example, and
Inspiration

Fali S Nariman belonged to a generation that had
seen the birth of India and whose values were
shaped by the ideals of its founding

ARUNDHATI KATJU

FALI SAM NARIMAN passed away on
February 21. Senior Advocate, doyen of the
Indian bar and legal luminary, his life is an
example and an inspiration for all those
who cherish the values of the Republic.

Born in Rangoon in 1929, in what was
then still British India, Nariman moved to
India with his parents in February 1942 in
the wake of the Japanese invasion of
Burma. As he described in his autobiogra-
phy Before Memory Fades (2010), the
Nariman family was forced to leave behind
most of their personal belongings. They
made the 21-day trek across the
Indo-Burmese border, carrying, for the
most part, boxes of office records. He came
from a generation who knew the cost of
war personally.

After he received a second class in his
Bachelor of Arts examinations, his father
was keen on him sitting for the Indian Civil
Service (ICS) examination, but young Fali
knew his father could ill-afford the fees. He
chose, instead, to study the law.

Though Nariman described law as the
“last refuge” of a “second-class arts stu-
dent”, that second-class degree was the
Indian bar’s good fortune. He began his le-
gal careerin November 1950. He joined the
chambers of Sir Jamshedji Behramji Kanga,
which produced such luminaries as Harilal
Kania, the first Chief Justice of India,and H
M Seervai, whose Constitutional Law of
India (1967) is one of the definitive ac-
counts of the Indian Constitution.

Nariman’s career was marked by his
integrity. He was Additional Solicitor
General of India from May 1972 to June
1975, resigning from that post when the
Emergency was declared on June 26, 1975.
He never accepted any constitutional
office thereafter. In a career spanning
more than 70 years, the cases he argued
shaped the courts as an institution of
constitutional governance.

One example is the Supreme Court
Advocates-on-Record Association (SCAORA)
case of 1993 (the Second Judges case)
where the Supreme Court endorsed the
collegium system. Before the Court,
Nariman had argued that “consultation”
with the President meant more than
merely seeking advice. The Court upheld
the collegium system, finding that the Chief
Justice would also have to take into account
the opinions of his seniormost colleagues.

In later years, Nariman criticised the
collegium system, arguing that many fine
lawyers had been overlooked for consider-
ation for judgeship. But he appeared again

in the 2016 SCAORA case, arguing that the
National Judicial = Appointments
Commission would impinge on the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. The
Constitution’s mandate to uphold the
independence of the judiciary, he argued,
was necessary to inspire the faith of citi-
zens in impartial justice and to uphold
constitutional values.

[ was one of the lawyers who briefed
him, in 2012, in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs
Naz Foundation, where the Supreme Court
upheld the sodomy law, under Section 377
of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. His argu-
ments were a masterclass in the funda-
mental principles of criminal law. He laid
bare the structure of the Penal Code to ar-
gue that there were no grounds to make
sexual acts between consenting adults a
criminal offence. He urged the Bench that
the law had to move with the times.

Despite reaching the heights of the legal
profession, Nariman’s trademarks remained
his humility, his unrelenting insistence on
following his conscience, and speaking his
mind. He was also not afraid to admit he had
made a mistake. In 1985, he defended the
Union Carbide Company, helping arrive at
the settlement agreement in which Union
Carbide paid $470 million as compensation
to victims after the gas leak. In a television
interview, he said that compensation to
“hard core” victims had proved to be inade-
quate and unjust. If he had tolive his life over
again, he said, with the foreknowledge of
what came later, he would not have ac-
cepted the civil liability case.

Nariman’s advice to young lawyers are
words we should all pay heed to. Keep your
temper in court, he counselled, because
losing it will only do a disservice to your
client. Be scrupulously correct in quoting
the facts and the law, so judges trust you.
Do not speakin the media about cases you
have argued — as a lawyer, you have that
luxury, but judges cannot turn to the press
to defend themselves.

Are people born with these human
traits, or are they wrought by their times?
Fali Sam Nariman was one of the last of a
generation that saw the birth of this coun-
try, and whose values and ideals were
shaped by its founding and which, in turn,
shaped this fledgling nation. They crossed
borders that had not existed at their birth,
saw the pain of Partition and the joy and
hard work of creating a new country. They
saw constitutional values imperilled dur-
ing the Emergency. The country changed
beyond measure before their eyes.

As Nariman himself said, writing a con-
stitution is easy, but working a constitution
is a grave challenge. His passing has been
mourned by many, and our thoughts are
with his family. What remains for us to do,
ascitizens, is toreflect on the lessons we can
learn from his life and perhaps try to live by
and protect the values that he stood for.

The writer practises law at the
Supreme Court of India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FOR FOOD SECURITY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The mini-
mum support’ (IE, February 21). For a
country with a population as large as
ours, there can be no compromise on
food security. Remunerative prices for
farm produce are essential for keeping
production going. In the process, there
may also be some wastage. The respon-
sibility for ensuring food security can-
not be on farmers alone. Having a func-
tional MSP system across the country
and not just in Punjab is, therefore, im-
perative. At the same time, diversifica-
tion of crops and shift to pulses and
other areas where India is not self-suf-
ficient or where export opportunities
exist, need to be incentivised.
KLSharma, Gurugram

THE ROOT CAUSE

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘EINino, La
Nina’ (IE, February 21). The recent study
linking air pollution in India to external
factors sheds light on a crucial aspect of
the air quality debate. While these exter-
nal phenomena may influence the dis-
tribution of pollutants, the root cause of
air pollution lies closer home. The study’s
findings have underscored the impor-
tance of addressing baseload emissions
which are the primary drivers of air pol-
lution. Meteorological conditions may
occasionally provide temporary relief,
but they are not a substitute for long-
term solutions. Measures like artificial
rain or odd-even schemes may provide
temporary relief but do not address the
fundamental issue at hand. As we con-
tinue to grapple with the challenges of
air pollution and climate change, we
must prioritise sustainable solutions.
Likitha Manoj, Bengaluru

CASE FOR MSP

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Keep the
door open’ (IE, February 20). Minimum
income supportona per acre basis toall
farmland owners will compensate the
land and capital cost, without disrupting
the economy. Similarly, extending MGN-
REGA to include farming activities and
farm labour will benefit the land tillers
who toil on the farms and help in reduc-
ing labour costs. A proper mechanism to
include landless farmers and tenant
farmers should be devised to provide
minimum income support to them. This
income support, along with crop insur-
ance and social security schemes, will
also reduce distress due to natural
calamities. The MSP purchase systemas
per the present system will take care of
market uncertainties and the govern-
ment’s policy objectives.

Arvind Waze, Mumbai

PAYING TRIBUTE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Loss of a
guiding light’ (IE, February 21). The
writer, PM Narendra Modi, while recall-
ing the life and teachings of Sant
Shiromani Acharya Shri 108 Vidhyasagar
JiMaharaj Ji, made a salient point about
what it means to pay tribute. It is to em-
body the values of compassion, and hon-
esty in thought, word and deed espoused
by him. This assumes significance in
view of people paying tribute to great re-
ligious and political leaders as a perfunc-
tory custom without heeding and im-
bibing their teachings and ideals. Had
this not been the case, this land of
Buddha, Mahavir and Gandhi would not
have been witnessing such an escalation
of bigotry, violence and social strife.

L R Murmu, New Delhi
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No: S0 P&I-821-XXV-
SHORT TENDER NOTICE

H.P.Milkfed invites onling bids on item wise,

tor the lollowing item on F.O.R basis:-

1. Black Gram = 700 Qtls, Sovabean (Y ellow)

Authorities {(CA).
https://hpmilkfed.org’ for complete details.
uploaded only 1in mentioned websites.

1279/ HP

1100 Otls ,

111 L‘Il.‘l._]!lll!lll. |l,_'|!||.|.l._"1]|'|;_' H.:'|!-.|I._'III_ ]

Ground Nut Seed
« Sugar (5= 30) = 1600 Otls, Cotton Seed Refined Oil (Branded 15 kg Tin Packing) = 290 O1ls.

I'he Bid document is available/published online on di. 23.02.2024 upto 04:00PM. Bidder would
be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission on bids, the bidder 1s
required to have Digital Signature Certificate{DSC) from one of the
Aspiring bidders should wvisit websites in hups:
Any cormgendum of above

THE HP STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS
FEDERATION LIMITED TOTU, SHIMLA 171 011.

Dated: 20.02.2024

2 cover system

120 Otls

authorized certifving

hptenders.gov.an &

tender notice will be
AT ¥ |

hoTi I

Managing Director

Jal Jeevan M1ss1on 99 100,101,103) WSS to Kannadi, WSS to Kuzhalmannam pt, Elapully, CWSS
to Kizhakkanchery, Vadakkanchery and Kannambra, CWSS to Elevanchery, Pallassena, Erimayur,
Puducode, Alathur and Kavassey Panchayaths in Palakkad Dist. - Supply and laying distribution line

and providing FHTCs, road restoration., EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/- to 5,00,000/-, Tender fee :
Rs. 11025/- to 16540/-, 11026+1985(18% GST), Last Date for submitting Tender: 06-03-2024
03:00:pm, Phone: 0491 2544927, Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer|

KWA-JB-GL-6-2416-2023-24 PH Circle Palakkad

Ra]astlian State Road Development And Construction Corporatlon E[d., JATPUR

No. NIT/2023-24/28214-23 Date: 20.02.2024|

g-Taferar gum W@ 700/2023-24
frfafea wrt % fag Fs/s weR & afrEite fauamt vd 39 sifed el # dsigd ud el Hagw! § fuifa

ral 1. ' £ 0Q NI a L Racid

o= H YRR UfRaT ¥g e MR SmHRE R SR
U A Ll'll’: 1!‘5 86 . |

Tkt et
409 Neos—T: H—Resid
- = T
Lakh I

L
Badgaon, Udaipur. UBN: RRC2324WLOB01383

B B L B o 2 e i 0 B B C G G R e
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.rajasthan.nic.in @1 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc & <@ 3
TRl ¥ | TO9% HaSH! I 0 fefSied gwmeR % WeAW 9 dewrEe http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in R IFREE HAM

HeETgeeh

H

No. SSDC/Mrkt./G.PJG, Manure/1 2/06e-Tender'2023-24

E-Tender Notice

Dintes for stard of d prepamiion, closing of hid submmission, Cpening

Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar
(Established by Parliament Act 16 of 1970)

Ise Director Farm, OCS HALL Hisar is inviting e-tenders for varsous field operations'works (For Fasm Area, Besearch Arca & Palledari
work §in the University through e-tendering afl Central Level. For detail information and e-tenderingienders schedule, please visit the H.O
wihaie hitp:fdender hrnic,in and University wehsite hitps/haa.ac.dn

of Technical Bid and opening of Fimancial Had are as amder -

[
| Tender Type Bl sighita s

1 start [Daie

Hsl subiission
enidl e

Hid

O
dsie

= = ey
ITienders of Farm Ansa aiher thin Rescarch 2302 M124

13 413 2024

.03

24

!5 cndess of Rescureh Famm Ares 212 N4

1 4H, 4

K7 03, W24

www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

THEANDHRA PRADESH STATE SEEDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

D.Mo, 4-150, Prasadampadu, Ramvarappadu Post, Vijayawada - 521108,
Ot 21.02.2024
e- TENDER NOTIFICATION
The APSSDC Ltd., Vijayawada invites e-tenders for supply of freshly
harvested Greenmanure [Dhaincha, Sunhemp & Pillipesara) TiL Seed
during the year 2024-25, Last date for submission of e-tenderis 29.02.2024
(1.00 PM). For other details please wvisit: www.apseeds.ap.gov.in and

Sdi- V.C, & MANAGING DIRECTOR

UJVN Limited
“UJJWALY, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dahradun-248006
Telephone: 0135-2TE83808, Fax Mo.: 0135-2T63508
CIN Mo, UsD101UR2001 SGL025866, Website: www. uvnl.com

Corrigendum Daded 20,02 2024

R.O. No. 267
Due to unavoidable circumstances, NIT no. 14/EE(EEM-IVLP2023-24
{e-portal tender |D-2024 LUJWYN 6B385 1) for Re-conductoring &
strengthening of 33 kV Dhakrani Lakhwar Construction Power line

i

.\'r =
i

S CLOTE T

Himachal Pradesh
Public Warks Depariment
Phone Mo 01903221031 Fax: 091903-22 1001

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
¥, Harjar

1=ETel W

1, HE W an behalf ol Governor o

ith HPPWTY for the works as detadled in the mbde:-

Earnesi

Wl

Stmriing dage fivr
by mloading Hid

Estimated
ol [Hs,)

Name ol work

iF Himachol Prades invites the tiem rue bads n eleceonic ende

[emifling far

st Feris s b of Flisd

el HF

Sef Phell sl Mg rosiil B, ) i)

- |
Foaiiil .::-I:I:II.;-:;I-.I.: &, Biwiills, Cinos I

depurimgnn welbsige www' hpsonilers g, i

F vicutis e Faginger

Ha
HF.PWI,
SR, Fax

P hednin Man, 001

E fieailli- vkl ] -Hepe s fdd e

TPy Dbzl el £

LR TR ‘ LN 23 l ki i

wvermor of HF

A R

Ajud 1Ny iskea
Hamjar 175120
o, LRIV E]

ATAL NAGAR, NAVA RAIPUR

NN O

Sealed tenders are being invited by the Director General of Police, Chhattisgarh on behalf of Governor of Chhattlsgarh
from manufacturers (OEM) Or authorized firm of manufacturer (only one firm) for the following items.

1 NI £ T4
SENo:~Name-of Ttemr

—EMD-inRs:—

1 ANntl blast b delmet with neck support

1300 Nos.

6,50,0007/-

Note-

of Tender Document:-

uamntity with-be variabte:

a)Addressforsubmission

The tender offer in the prescribed tender form along with all the relevant documents sealed and completed in all the]
respect, must be submitted as per the schedule below -

SCHEDULE FOR TENDER

—DIG ot Police(P&P); Block1o-03; Room No."309
Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur.

b) TastDate and Time of
Submission on Bids

11763720241t 03700 pm

c) Ptace, Time and Darte of
opening Technical Bid :-

11/03/2024 at 4:00 pm

BIOCK No 5, Koom INO.5UY FOIICC Acadquarters, Lnhattsgarn, SECtor 19, INava Kaipur.

d) Prace; Time and Date of
opening Financial Bid :

Shall be Itimated later.

remain valid

¢) Date tilt- which the Bid to

extended with mutual consent.

180 days from the scheduled date of submission of the Bid: The validity period will bg

[ Note:- 1. In case of tender opening date being declared as holiday, tenders will be opened on next working day.

2. Tender documents can be downloaded from our website www.cgpolice.gov.in and at the time of submission of]
document tender fee of Rs. 3000/- will be paid in the form of DD of State Bank of India/ Scheduled Bank (other
than Cooperative Bank) payable at Raipur in favour of Director General of Police, Chhattisgarh, Police]
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1
| Fencems i Falledarn wiaks

| e e 03 3124

not be any publication of the same through Mewspapers or any other media
2, Interesied bidders are advized fo deposit bid security

b et the payment verified

MNote: 1. All opdates. amendments, Comigendam ete. (iCany) will be posted only on the CC5 HAL website Tender website

EMT} on or before 48:00 hrs of expinng daie and time of bid online 5o as

Iheere will
Estimated Cost !

Sl 17:00 hrs

Director Farm

UJVIN LTD.

‘UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone: 0135 - 2T63808, Fax 0135-2763507
CIN Mo. : L0101 UR20015GCO25886, Website : www. ujvnl.com

Addendum Notice/Date Extension Motice-1 Dated 20.02.2024
In reference to e-Nit no. 2Z2/EE{CEAMYMB-|I/Joshiyaral2023-24 for the
work of Restoration of damaged protection wall of Barrage Resarvoir at
left bank of Bhagirathi River, near Nigam parking, Joshiyara, Uttarkashi”,
the Addendum notice has uploaded on portal. Date of submission and
opening of bid is being extended as below:-

Last Date & Time for submission of bids on the portal Upto 17:00hrs of
270212024

Last Date & Time for submission of Hard Copies of bids
Upto11:00hrs of 20/02/2024

Date & Time of Opening of bids on the portal at 15:00 hrs of 290272024
Other terms, conditions of bid shall remain same.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit "e-procurement portal

http:/luktend
RUUKISDIS AN e o Engineer (C&M) MB-II, Joshiyara

Hﬂ

ﬁf

L
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“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Shahrukh, S/o Muneer Khan, R/o E-57/408, near Garib Masjid,
Jhuggi Sunder Magri, Nand Magri, Delhi, has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 666/2019,
U/s 498A/406/34 IPC, registered at P.S. Welcome, Delhi, and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused Shahrukh, cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Shahrukh,
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shahrukh,
of case FIR No. 666/2019, U/s 498A/406/34 IPC, P.5.Welcome,
Delhi, is required to appear before this court to answer the said

complaint on or before 08.04.2024. By order

Shruti Sharma,

Metropolitan Magistrate, Mahila Court - 01,
Shahdara, Court no. 55,

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DPMS59/NE2024
(Court Matter)

"hitp:lluktenders.gov.in"

“Avoldl wastelul use of Electricity™
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E-mail: rmghaziabad@upsidc.com, website: onlineupsidc.com Ref. No ¢ 196/Env.Eng./NNM/2023-24 Date: 21-02-2024
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APPEAL FOR IIIEN'I'IFIGIITIIJN

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified person whose name,
residence and family is unknown, was
found dead at Auto Stand, Faiz Elahi
Masijid, near Haj Manzil, Turkman Gate, |
Delhi on 18.02.2024 at 04:19 PM. The
dead body has been preserved in

dated 18.02. 2024 has been regmtered =
at P.5. Kamla Market, Delhi.

The description of the UIDB is as under:
Sex: Male, Age: About 60-65 years, Height: 56", Complexion:
Dark, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Blue shirt, navy blue lower.

If anyone has any information about this UIDB, kindly inform the
SHO/Kamla Market, Delhi. SHO

P.S. Kamla Market, Delhi
Ph. No.: 8750870424, 01123230623

DP/2156/CD/2024 E-mail: sho-kamlamkt-dl @ nic.in

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, PWD (ROADS), CITY ROAD
CIRCLE, BAMUNIMAIDAN, GUWAHATI-21

PRESS NOTICE/IFB

No. CS/NGTRD/4/SOPD-G/2023-24/2

The Superintending Engineer, PWD, (Roads), City Road
Circle, Ghy-21 on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites item
rate Bids from approved and eligible Contractors registered
with Assam PWD (Roads) for 2 (two) nos. of work. Details may
be seen at website http://assamtenders.gov.in and also at the
office of the undersigned during office hours.

Schemes are not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In
the event of non-sanctioning of the schemes, the bids may be
treated as cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account
shall be entertained.

Sd./-
Superintending Engineer, PWD (Roads),
JANASANYOG/CF/5761/23/22-FEB-24 City Road Circle, Guwahati-21

Chie! Engineer, Uitarmkhand Rural Roads Deve lopment Agency
@ Firsl Floor, Directorate of Panchayatira), OppdT Park

Sahastradbara Hoad, Dehiadun

Hel, Mo, 233871 -0 1ix -2 TTCOMURRDASLY Dwated @ 20-02-2024
PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
e-Procurement Notice-34/2023-24
The Chief Engineer, URRDA on behall ol Governor of Uttarakhand
invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system lor construction
ol works under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the
Districts of Paurl & Tehri for 03 numbar of Packages with astimated
cos! lotaling to Re. 29.18 Crore including thair maintenance for five
yaars Irom the eligible contractors registered with PWLD/CPWD

or equivalent®.

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement @ 21-02-2024
Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid
documents are availlable onlineg and should be submitied online in
www. pmgsylendersuk.gov.in. The bidder would be required 1o register
in the website which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required 1o have Digital Signature Cenificate (DSC) from
one of the authorized Cenifying Authorities

The bidders are required to submit original affidavit regarding
correctness of information furnished with bid document as per
provisions of Clause 4.4 B (i) of ITB with CONCERNED CIRCLE
OFFICES, mentioned in SBD/MBD, only upto or before the time and
date of the submission of the Bids (for World Bank funded Works)
and on a date not later than three working days after the opening of
technical qualification part of the bid (for Regular PMGSY Works),
either by registered post or by hand, failing which the ds shall be
declared non-responsive. No Physical documents will be accepted
after the closing date and time of submission of bids

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement:
28-02-2024 01:00 PM.

For further details please log on to www.pmgsylendersuk.gov.in

Chief Engineer, URRDA, Dehradun.
* Non Registered bidders may submil bids, however, the successful
bidders must get registered in appropriate class with appropriaie
authorbes belore signing the contract
MNote : For e-Procuremant for any son of guenes 0135-2608125 number
may be contacted 10:00 AM to 05:00 PM.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS),
PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT,
ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03

No. CE/DEV/TB/707/2023-24/24
PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandmari,
Guwabhati-3 invites bids on behalf of Governor of Assam for 2
(Two) nos of Packages for construction of Roads including|
Routine Maintenance for 4 (four) years under Mukhya Mantrir
Pakipath Nirman Achani (MMPPNA) for the year 2023-24 in
Cachar Districts of Assam amounting to Rs 5.00 Crores
(Approx.) including GST etc. from approved & eligible|
Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

Details along with packages under each district may be seen
from 22.02.2024 at website www.assamtenders.gov.in.
Amendment /Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further
notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office|
of the undersigned during office hours. The contractor/bidder
must be registered with the Electronic Tendering System (ETS)
of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Schemes are not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In
the event of non- sanction of the schemes, the bids may bel
cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account shall be
entertained from the bidders.

Note: NIT Value is inclusive of GST (12%),
(1%), etc.

Labour Cess

Sd./-
Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD,

JANASANYOG/CF/5736/23/22-FEB-24  Assam, Chandmari Guwahati-3.

no.-02 iz extended with minor modifications by the office of Executive
Engineer (E&M-1), Lakhwar Project, Dakpathar. Brief summary of
tender ig given below:

Rs. 8,28 0000000 (taxes axira) 4.
Last Date for submission of bid on website

For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal

04/03/2024 upto

Executive Engineer (E&M-I) 07930

Headquarters, Atal Nagar Raipur Or State Govt. Challan of Rs.3000/- to be deposited in the Head of A/c- 0055-
Police-800-other receipt. Tender fee is non refundable and can't be exempted in any condition.
3. Modification/Amendments/Corrigendum, if any shall not be advertised on the news paper but shall be published|
in the aforesaid web site only and the time of submission of bid will also be extended if required.
If any bidder sends tender documents through Courier/Speed post, the tender documents will be accepted till 03.00)
pm on 11/03/2024 at Block no.3, Room No0.309 Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur only
Received tender documents in any other address at PHQ on stipulated date and time, will not be accepted.

For-Director General of Police

Sd/-
D.I.G. of Police (P&P)

MORADABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Pili Kothi, Jalkal Compound, Moradabad-244001 (U.P.)

Opening of Technical Bids

29/02/2024 time 5:00 PM

Place- Office of the Chief Engineer, Nagar Migam, Moradabad

Authorized Representative

Chief Engineer. Nagar Migam,

Moradabad.

Email for correspondence

moradabadnagarnigami@gm

ail.com

Note: After award of contract bidder will have to submit performance security of 5% of contract

value, EMD will be returned.
Key Dates:-

S5.No.

Description

Date and Time

Startdate for Purchase of Tender (Onling)

22/02/2024 at 10.00 AM

2. Last Date for submission of Tender (Onling)

29/02/2024 at 04.00 PM

3, Technical bid opening {Online)

29/02/2024 at05.00 PM

Tender call nr.:-ti-:e in two hid systems {partl general

Detailed NIT and bid document shall be available on; Website- hitps://etender.up.nic.in__|

financial bid/price bid/BOQ) from intending bidders fulfilling the eligibility criteria
mentioned in this notice and other qualifying requirements mentioned in this RFP.

Amendment to NIT, if any would be published on website only.

& te.-:.hnlcal bid and part-H

contract value & 5% will be deducted from the bills.

Mote: After award of contract bidder will have to submit performance security of 5% of

1.
2.
3.

e

Mota:-
Tender Document and other details shall be available on:- Website- https://etender.up.nic.in

Amendment to NIT, if any would be published only on website http

The EMD shall be in the form of FDR/NSC/INEFT/RTGS in favor of "Municipal Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation, Moradabad"

Bank Details for online payment-

AIC Holder Name - NAGAR NIGAM MORADABAD E-TENDER

Alc No - 27050100020717

Bank Name - Bank of Baroda

Bank IFSC code - BARBOBLYMOR (5th Character is Zero)
All eligiblefinterested consultants are mandated to get enrolled
(hitps:/fetender.up.nic.in)

. Contractor can contact Help Desk for any clarification of their do

Electronic Procurement System.

FPublished MITHenders can be cancelled anytime without any prior noticelinformation

All the documents are to be submitted online.
Sampling and testing will be done by NABL Accredited Lab [ Govern
borne by the Contractor.

10. Third Party Quality Assurance will be carried out for the aforementioned works.

s:/letender.up.nic.in

ING

an e-Procurement portal

ubts regarding the process of

ment Lab and the cost Shall be

Chief Engineer
Magar Migam, Moradabad
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender

DRM [TRD & G5U) MWR Ajmear on bahalf
of the president of india invites E-Tenders
for the following work up 1o 15.00 Hrs. on
the mentioned date. Temder Mo. DRM-
TRD-24-2023-24 Mame of work ; AILTRD
- Proision of CCTY surveilllance system at
SPSEP and TES over M&mer Division,
Approximate cost of work | Hs,
45 51.665.00 Bid security : Rs. 91600)-
(Date & Time of closing E-Tender -
12032024 at 15.00 Hrs, Date & Time of
opening E-Tender - 12.03.2024 at 15,30
Hrs. The detalls of above E-Tender are
availabde an websile - WW.“"#I.‘H-QWJH

234-DGI24
Pinasa join us on [J 00 seMRaiways (5 NiiRalways_

ANDHRA PRADESH
INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
CORPORATION LIMITED
O/o Chief Engineer-II1, APIIC Ltd,
9th Flo IIC Tower-LIT Park
Mangalagiri, Guntur District-522503

‘e PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Notice Nos. 46/CE-III/APIIC/2023-24,
Dt: 21.02.2024

TN No.46 : Setting up of Bulk Drug park a
Nakkapalli, Anakapalli District, Andhr
Pradesh in EPC Mode IBM Valu
Rs.1234.75/- (twelve hundred thirty fou
crores and seventy five lakh only)

Date of Publication: 20.02.2024 at 08:00 PM
Last date submission of bids : 22.03.2024 ai
3:00 PM.

A
JZ A\

e =) | [ =

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER-IT

The details of tender notice and bid document
can be downloaded from website:
https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

No: 2725PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-2]

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

DRM/TRDEGSU, HMNorth Wesiern
Railway, Jodhpur fof & on behall of tha
president of India, invites E-tender for the
fodlowing work- 1. Complete details of
(tenders can be seen on Website No :
(hitp:/'wwe.ireps.gov.in 2. Date & time
|of closing of etender: 14.03.2024 up
to 15.00 hrs 3. Date & time of opening
of e-tender: Aflar 1500 hrs. on
[14.03.2024 Tender No. : GSU-ELECT-
(JIJ-10-2023-24R Mame of work:
[Electrical work in ciw Creation of Irip
mainfenance [ Advance inspection
icentar and running facilities far
inspection & maintenance activity of
electric locomotives (electric loco rip
shed) al Jalsalmer station of Jodhpur
division, Approx. Cost of the work (Rs.)
541701203 Tender Mo. : G3U-
ELECT-JU-11-2023-24F Name of work:
Electrical TRD work in connaction with
Creaticn of trip maintenance [ Advance
inspection center for inspection &
mainlenance activily of alaciric
locomotives (electric loco frip shed) at
Jaisalmer stabon of Jodhpur division.
Approx, Cost of the werk (Rs.) .
1053790240  For details information

vizit httpiwweiireps.gov.in
228-DGI24

Piase join us on [ ) senratvays (5 NivFalways_
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EPFO data breached
in 2018 ‘repackaged’
by Chinese cyber
agency, probe finds

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

ADATA breach thatimpacted the
systems of the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO)in 2018 exposing the per-
sonal data of millions of Indians
was found to have been “repack-
aged” by a Chinese cyber agency,
as per a preliminary probe by
New Delhi’'s cybersecurity
agency, The Indian Express has
learnt.

However, in 2018, when re-
ports about the alleged breach
had first surfaced, the EPFO had
denied that its systems were
compromised, and had instead
said that the vulnerability was
exploited from the systems of
Common Service Centres (CSCs).

On Monday, a big trove of in-
formation was leaked on Github
as part of documents relating to
Chinese cyber agencies — indicat-
ing that these agencies were ei-
ther responsible for the initial
breach, or acquired the compro-
mised data after that, a senior
government official said.

Following that, the Indian
Computer Emergency Response
Team (Cert-In) began an investi-
gation on whether the data in
these documents was new or
collated from breaches in the
past.

According toinformation that
has been uploaded to Github, the
leaked database claims to have
information from across Indian
institutions - both government
and private. It claims to have data
pertaining to the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO),data of users of BSNL, and
information with companies in-
cluding Air India and Reliance.

"Cert-In had carried out a pre-
liminary probe into the claims
and itappears that the EPFO data
present in the documentsis from
2018 whenits systems were im-
pacted,” a senior government of-
ficial said. EPFO’s CEO did not re-
spond to a request for comment
until publication.

At the time of the breach in
2018, a senior official of the EPFO
had told this paper that the sus-
pected dataleak “did not happen
on the server or software run by
EPFO,” but “on the CSC software”.
However, an official of the CSC
had denied the claims and said
that the concerned application
was on the EPFO server and that

BRIEFLY

PFRDA notifies
amendmentsto
NPS Trust

New Delhi: The Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA) has notified
amendments to regulations
to National Pension System
Trustand Pension Fund. The
amendments to NPS Trust
Regulations simplify the
provisions related to ap-
pointment of trustees, their
terms and conditions, hold-
ing of meetings of the Board
of Trustees, and appoint-
ment of CEO -- NPS Trust,
PFRDA said in a statement
on Wednesday. PTI

Moody’s
affirms Axis
Bankdeposit
rating

New Delhi: Moody’s on
Wednesday affirmed Axis
Bank’s deposit ratings with
a stable outlook saying
India’s favourable operating
environment offers the bank
an opportunity to further
strengthen its market posi-
tion. The bank’s diversified
loan portfolio and above-in-
dustry average profitability
will support internal capital
generation and its strong
solvency. In addition, Axis’
strong retail franchise, access
tolow-costdeposits and suf-
ficient holdings of liquid
government securities will
support its funding and lig-
uidity, it said. PTI
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Over the last few years,
India has faced a
barrage of
cybersecurity-related
incidents - most
recently a high-profile
attack on the systems
of AIIMS Delhi in 2022

the CSCs did not have anything to
do with the incident.

“...No confirmed data leak-
age has been established or ob-
served so far. As part of the data
security and protection, EPFO has
taken advance action by closing
the server and host service
through Common Service
Centres pending vulnerability
checks,” the EPFO had said at the
time.

However, the Cert-In’s initial
findings all but confirm that the
EPFO system was indeed com-
promised in 2018.

Over the last few years, India
has faced a barrage of cybersecu-
rity-related incidents — most re-
cently a high-profile attack on the
systems of AIIMS Delhiin 2022-
which pose a major challenge to
New Delhi’s national security im-
peratives.

According to the 2023 India
Threat Landscape Report by
Singapore-based cybersecurity
firm Cyfirma, India is the most
targeted country globally, facing
13.7 per cent of all cyberattacks.
The US is the second most tar-
geted country, with 9.6 per cent
of all attacks. Indonesia and
China follow, with 9.3 per cent
and 4.5 per cent of all attacks, re-
spectively.

Recognising the need to
strengthen the cybersecurity
landscape of critical sectorsin the
country, the Centre has drawnup
a policy recommending enter-
prises — especially those in criti-
cal sectors like banking, telecom,
and energy - to use only security
products and services developed
in India, The Indian Express had

earlier reported.
Called the  National
Cybersecurity Reference

Framework (NCRF), the policy is
an attempt to provide an imple-
mentable measure - with clear
articulation of roles and respon-
sibilities for cybersecurity -
based on existing legislations,
policies and guidelines.
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Byju’s $200 mnrights issue
subscribed, board rejiq likely

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 21

AHEAD OF the crucial extraordi-
nary general meeting (EGM) of
beleaguered edutech firm Think
& Learn Pvt Ltd sought by a group
of shareholders for the ouster of
founder and CEO Byju
Raveendranon Friday, arightsis-
sue by the beleaguered firm -
popularly known as Byju’s - to
raise $200 million at a valuation
cut of 99 per cent has been fully
subscribed. The startup also of-
fered to restructure the board by
inducting two Directors in consul-
tation with the shareholders.

To ensure transparency with
regard to the usage of funds raised
through the rights issue, Byju’s
will appoint a third-party agency
to monitor the same. This agency
willreport toall shareholdersona
quarterly basis, within 45 days
from the end of the quarter,along
with commentary from the
board, Raveendran said in a letter
to shareholders. This $200 million
funding is expected to give the
company the capital it needs to
ensure thatit can “take care of the
current liabilities and also provide
sufficient growth capital to get us
back to our former glory”,
Raveendran said.

“The ownership of the com-
pany does not change pre and post
a rights issue, so the question of
valuation itself is irrelevant as

Byju’s will appoint a third-
party agency to monitor the
usage of funds. File

value preservation is maintained,”
Raveendran said in the letter to
the shareholders. Raveendranre-
portedly put around $ 45 million
inthe rights issue.

“In order to increase share-
holder representation, | commit
torestructuring the board and ap-
pointing two non-executive direc-
tors to the board by the mutual
consentof the founder and share-
holders -- right after the FY23
Audit, which we expectto close by
the end of this quarter,”
Raveendran said. “I believe this
will be in the best interest of the
company and allow for greater en-
gagement with shareholders.”

The company and its founders
were battling for survival with a
group of shareholders seeking an
EGM for the removal of

Raveendran and family members
from the board of the company.
However, Byju’s has said these
shareholders don’'t have voting
rights. “We would emphasise that
the shareholder’s agreement does
not give them the right to vote on
CEO or management change,” the
company said in an earlier state-
ment.

“As the largest shareholder
and provider of capital to the com-
pany, it would have been in my
bestinterest to price this rightsis-
sue high. But that would notbein
the best interest of the company,”
Raveendran said, on the low val-
uation.

“I choose to go ahead and in-
vest because of my beliefin the re-
silience of our team and the
strength of our business model to
bounce back higher with even
more rigour,” he said in the letter.
Raveendran said he personally
putin $1.1 billion in the company
over the last two years to pay
salaries and maintain operations.
“I view this not as an obligation,
but as my Dharma and duty,” he
said. Byju’sis pinningits hopes on
therightsissue funding and board
restructuring. “l understand that
participating in this rights issue
may seem like a Hobson'’s choice.
However, this is the only viable
option in front of us today to pre-
vent permanent value erosion,”
Raveendran said in the letter.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

‘India’s GDP gained 0.9%
from digital public infra’

Indian DPIs’ foundational layers are based on
transparency, as per Nasscom-Arthur D. Little report

$31.8bn

Value generated by Digital
public infrastructures
(DPIs) like Aadhaar, UPl and
FASTagin2022

2.9-4.2%
Contributionis projected to
increase by 2030

GROWING DIGITALINFRA

M Mature DPIs such as Aadhaar,
UPI, and FASTag have witnessed
exponential adoption by 2022

M Next 7-8 years offeran
opportunity for further scalability,
reaching even the most remote
segments

M Presently over 30 countries are
eitheradopting orinearly
discussions toimplement

India’s DPIs

M The economic value add of these
DPIs by 2030 has the potential
increase Indian GDP

M The support of the government
and the start-ups aided DPIs

"India leads globally in developing DPIs, driving societal
transformation through inclusive digital adoption and
substantial contributions to the Indian economy," Brajesh
Singh, President, Arthur D. Little India, said.

Source: Nasscom/PTI

‘GDP growth may slow down to 6.5% in FY25’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 21

GLOBAL BANKING group
Morgan Stanley has said India’s
economic growth is expected to
slow down to 6.5 per cent in the
financial year (FY) 2025 from 6.9
per cent forecast for FY2024.
“On growth, we expect GDP
growth to remain healthy, and
we are tracking December 2023
GDP at 6.5 per cent, even as it
slows from 7.7 per cent in the first
half of FY2024. We expect GDP
toaverage 6.9 per centin FY2024

and 6.5 per cent in FY2025,”
Morgan Stanley said in its latest
research report on the Indian
economy.

The RBI's Monetary Policy
Committee recently projected a
lower GDP growth of 7 per cent
for FY 2025, down from 7.3 per
cent projected by the National
Statistical Office for FY24.
Significantly, the government has
projected higher a nominal GDP
growth — without excluding the
pace of inflation -- of 10.5 per
cent in the interim Budget pre-
sented on February 1 as against
8.9 per centin 2023-24

“With regard to macro-stabil-
ity, we anticipate headline infla-
tion to remain range-bound
around 5.0-5.2 per cent in first
quarter of FY24, supported by
favourable base effect, and aver-
age 5.4 per cent in FY2024 and
4.5 per cent in FY2025,” Morgan
Stanley said.

The current account deficit is
likely to remain benign, sup-
ported by strengthin services ex-
ports and softening global com-
modity prices, especially oil, and
trackat 1.2 per cent of GDPin F24
and 1.3 per cent of GDP in FY25.
“Onmonetary policy, we build in

a shallow rate cut cycle of 50 ba-
sis points from June 2024, in our
base case, even as we continue to
remain watchful of risks from
stronger-than-expected growth
(strong credit growth), which
could defer the rate easing cycle,”
Morgan Stanley said.

Morgan Stanley said domes-
ticdemand improved inJanuary,
while macro stability remains
comfortable, reflecting strength
in the fundamentals. “We main-
tain our constructive outlook on
the economy. Risks emanate
from global factors and elections
in May 2024,” it said.

Partial relief to
Byju’s on EGM
resolutions

Mumbai: The Karnataka
High Court (HC), in re-
sponse to a plea filed by
Think & Learn Pvt Ltd (the
parent company of Byju’s),
has passed an order stat-
ing that any resolutions
proposed to be passed in
the February 23 EGM
called by select investors
“as invalid until the final
hearing and disposition of
this petition”.

However, the HC has
allowed EGM to go ahead
as scheduled.

Byju’sfiled the petition
arguing that certain in-
vestors, including General
Atlantic, Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative, MIH EdTech
[nvestments,OwnVenture
s,Peak XV Partners, SCI
Investments, SCHF PV
Mauritius, Sands Capital
Global Innovation Fund,
Sofina and T. Rowe Price
Associates, had violated
the Articles of Association,
the Shareholders’
Agreement, and the
Companies Act, 2013 by
calling foran EGM. ENS
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Legal scrubbing of
India-Oman free
trade pact underway

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

THE PROPOSED India-Oman free
trade agreement (FTA) that could
boost Indian exports into the
West Asia region is likely to be
announced soon as pending is-
sues have been settled and alegal
scrubbing of the deal is under-
way, a person aware of the devel-
opment told The Indian Express.

While Oman is looking to di-
versify its economy by reducing
itsdependence on the oil and gas
sector, India is looking for greater
market access into diverse mar-
kets for its pharmaceuticals and
textiles to technology and agri-
cultural products. Currently,
India relies on only half a dozen
countries opening it up to exter-
nal shocks.

“The India-Oman FTA should
be announced soon as most of
the issues have been settled and
the deal is undergoing legal
scrubbing. Once thatis done, the
leadership will take a decision on
its announcement. The com-
merce ministry intends to sign
the pact before the general elec-
tions,” the person quoted above
stated. This would potentially be
India’s second FTA with a West
Asian country after signing a
trade deal with the UAE. India
also furthered its economic inte-
gration with UAE by completing
a Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT) with UAE earlier this month.

Global Trade Research

Initiative (GTRI) said that the
India-Oman CEPA, while offering
direct economic benefits through
import duty reductions, also
serves a larger strategic role in
India’s foreign policy.

“While acknowledging the
limitations set by Oman’s smaller
economic size and population,
the agreement’s true value lies in
its potential to open doors for
India in the West Asea, fostering
economic and strategic ties in a
region of critical importance,”
GTRI said.

In FY23, India’s merchandise
exports to Oman were valued at
$4.5 billion. India supplies 6.6 per
cent of Oman’s imports.
Petroleum products with $ 2.2
billion account for 49 per cent of
India’s exports. Motor Gasoline
or petrol with $1.7 billion is the
largest petroleum product.

Over 83.5 per cent of India’s
goods exports, valued at $3.7 bil-
lion, currently face a 5 per cent
import duty in Oman. With the
new FTA, these products, includ-
ing major exports like motor
gasoline, Iron, Steel and products,
Electronics, Machinery,
Aluminum oxide and Textiles
will benefit from duty elimina-
tion, GTRI said.

However,about 16.5 per cent
of Indian exports to Oman, worth
$800 million and already enter-
ing duty-free, will not see addi-
tional benefits from the FTA.
These include wheat, Basmati
rice, Fruits, vegetables, medi-
cines, fish, tea, coffee.

FM asks financial sector regulators
to take more steps to curb
unauthorised lending via apps

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 21

UNION FINANCE minister
Nirmala  Sitharaman on
Wednesday stressed the need to
take more steps to the check the
spread of unauthorised lending
through online apps. Chairing the
meeting of the Financial Stability
and Development Council (FSDC)
that comprises financial-sector
regulators including the RBI and
Sebi, the minister has also urged
them to formulate a strategy to
simplify and completely digitalise
the know-your-customer (KYC)
process in the financial sector,
with the larger objective of greater
financial inclusion.

The move come in the wake of
the concerns over violation of KYC
compliance by Fintech firms, and
the restrictions imposed by the
RBI on Paytm Payment Bank
(PPB). According to an official
statement issued after the FSDC
meeting, the council also resolved
to proactively detect emerging fi-
nancial stability risks and take
necessary measures to maintain
the resilience of the sector. The
Council alsodecided to kicks-start
fund-raising by social enterprises
through social stock exchanges.

Sitharaman will be meeting
heads of prominent Fintech firms
including payment apps and loan
apps on Monday with a view to

“They will be proud iOS representatives’: Students
impress top Apple executive Joswiak with their apps

NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 21

“Wow! How did you make that
happen?” Greg Joswiak asks
Galgotia.

Joswiak, popular in tech cir-
clesas]oz,is at the Greater Noida
campus to visit the new i0S
Development Centre, which now
has a pride of place at the heart
of the private university, over-
looking an arterial path where
students from more than 30
countries walk through daily.

As Joswiak steps into the
spanking new iOS Development
centre, there is palpable excite-
ment among the students who
seem eager to showcase their
work. The layout of the facility is
different from regular classrooms
and is more like a corporate of-
fice. This, Galgotia explains to
Joswiak, makes it easier for fac-
ulty to interact with any student

Greg Joswiak, Senior Vice President (Worldwide Marketing),
Apple, at the Galgotias University campus. Apple

on the floor.

The i0S Student Developer
programme, an industry and ac-
ademia-partnered initiative to
grow quality i0S talent in India,
was piloted at the SRM Institute
of Technology in Chennai last
year and has expanded to
Galgotias University and Chitkara
University in Chandigarh in the

second year.

After Vashishta Agarwala of
SRM takes the Apple team
through a very hands-on demo
of Circles,amobile application he
created to help groups plan travel
and meet-ups, teams of Galgotias
University students show
Joswiak and others their apps
which are in different stages of

development. They range from
Sakhi, an app to help women
track their periods and get assis-
tance with related issues, to
VibroPlay, a music learning app
for those with hearing chal-
lenges.

“It’s unbelievably impres-
sive...,” Joswiak tells indianex-
press.com soon after. “These kids
were so well spoken, they have
thought out what they could do
and they were taking advantage
of allmodern technologies. .. and
to explain it with such compe-
tence,” he adds, underlining the
fact that most of these demos
were based on just a few days of
development.

“iOSis one of the largest plat-
forms... it’s really what has
driven the app economy around
the world. There is a need to ful-
fil development requirements
within companies and within the
user base within India,” Joswiak
explains why Apple has given so

much importance to the Student
Developer programme. “What [
saw here with these kids, they
are gonna to be proud represen-
tatives of iOS development.”
During his India visit last year to
mark 25 years of Apple in the
country, CEO Tim Cook had un-
derlined how the 1 million jobs
i0S supports here was a “testa-
ment to the tremendous growth
of developersin India”.

On the importance of Swift,
especially among student devel-
opers, Joswiak highlights it is a
modern programming language
as compared to Objective C and
others which “just didn’t allow
developers to move as quickly as
they need to”. “Swift allows them
to move fast, to have interactiv-
ity while they are developing and
be more creative without fear of
mistakes. It has a more forgiving
syntax if they make some mis-
takes,” he says.FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs 28th meeting
of FSDC in New Delhi. @FinMinIndia

addressing their concerns in the
aftermath of curbs imposed by
the RBI on PPPB for regulatory vi-
olations and urge them to comply
with regulations, sources said.
Frauds by loan apps have also
become a big headache for the
government. A list of 442 loan
apps provided by RBI through the
ministry of electronics and infor-
mation Technology (Meity) has
been given to Google for white-
listing. Based on that Google re-
viewed 3,500 loan apps and re-
moved around 2,200 digital
lending apps (DLAs) from its Play
Store.“The FSDC considered the
domestic and global macro-finan-
cial situation and emphasised that
the members need to maintain
constant vigilance and continue
their proactive efforts towards de-
tecting emerging financial stabil-
ity risks and taking the necessary

measures to maintain the re-
silience of the financial sector;,” ac-
cording to the statement.

Finance Ministry economists
recently cautioned that policy-
makers need to keep a watch on
global headwinds emanating
from geopolitical tensions and
volatility in international financial
markets. The Council will focus on
strengthening inter-regulatory co-
ordination in the financial sector
to support inclusive economic
growth.

Social stock exchanges, which
were proposed in the 2019-20
budget, are trading platforms that
allow social businesses and non-
profits to raise capital by attract-
ing ethical investors willing to in-
vest in organisations that have a
dual corporate and social mission.
The scheme is yet to take off in a
meaningful way in India. FE

India exported $6.65 bn
worth of products made
from Russian oil: Report

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 21

OVER ONE-third of India’s export
of oil products to the G7-led coali-
tion countries was derived from
Russian crude, a European think-
tank said, highlighting how the
partners shunned buying Russian
crude and imposed price caps but
aloose policy on refined product
allowed third countries to use
Russian oil and legally export
products to them.

While there are no restriction
or sanctions on buying/using
Russian crude oil and exporting
fuels such as diesel derived from
it, the Group of Seven (G7)rich na-
tions, the European Union and
Australia - called the price cap
coalition countries - first set a
crude price cap of USD 60 per bar-
rel starting December 5,2022 and

later on products like diesel to
keep market supplied while lim-
iting Moscow’s revenue.

This was aimed at punishing
Russia for its February 2022 inva-
sion of Ukraine by depriving it of
oil revenues while averting a surge
in prices that could occur if
Russian oil stopped flowing to
global markets.

“Inthe 13 months since the oil
price cap took effect (in December
2022),over one third of India’s ex-
ports of oil products to sanction-
ing countries was derived from
Russian crude (EUR 6.16 billion or
USD 6.65 billion),” the Finland-
based Centre for Research on
Energy and clean Air (CREA) said
inareport.

“A huge proportion of these
exports came from the Jamnagar
refinery,” it said, alluding to the re-
finery operated by Reliance
Industries Ltd in Gujarat.
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My actual/Correctnameis
Manju Bisht instead-of Manju
Devi which was wrongly-
written in my husband(Kharak
Singh)documents.R/0-New
Shera-Pata,
Pithoragarh,Uttarakhand-
262501. 0040715578-8

Lostmy,originalPROPERTY
DOCUMENT DDA DEMAND-
LETTER AGAINST5TH AND
FINAL INSTALLMENT DATED-
09.11.92.Finder contact;VIKAS
AHLUWALIA,S/D/W/0 MADAN
MOHAN AHLUWALIA,B
5/6,2.2?.4036,Vasant
Kunj.Mobile.N0.9718323400.

0040715594-10

i ralinfor i
I,Joycey Milton,D/o Sh.Milton
Daniel,R/0-209/02 Subhash
Nagar,Meerut-Cantt.U.P.-
250001,l declare that my name
has been wrongly-written as
Joycey Daniel in my previous
High-School Marks Sheet-
Certificate N0.1557893,U.P.Now
after correction | got my new
High-School Marks Sheet
Certificate.N0.1334488,U.P.Act
ual-name of my is Joycey
Milton,which may be amended
accordingly. 0040715587-10

IL,hitherto known as SunilKumar
alias Sunil Kumar Makhija alias
Sunil Makhija,S/o0-Late Ram
Lal,residing at Flat
no.331,Excellence
Apartments,Plot No.4, Sector-
18A,Dwarka, Delhi-110075,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Sunil
Makhija.ltis certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0040715655-2

I,Vijay Kumar,S/0-Ramkirat
Verma,R/0-FK-35,Shastri
Nagar,Delhi-52,declare that,
name of my father,has been
wrongly-written,as Ram Kirti.
The correct,name of my father
is Ramkirat Verma,for all
future,purposes. 0040715653-6

I,Vidya Vati,W/o Chander
Shekhar Kalra,R/0 H.N0.1067,
Sector -31,Gurgaon (Haryana),
have changed my nameto
Vidya Vati Kalra. 0040715633-3

LUma Maheshwari wite ot JC-
820547L Sub(MP) Sreenivasa
Reddy Y R/o Village-Thati
Reddy Palli,PS-Giddalur,Tehsil-
Giddalur,District-Prakasam,
State-Andhra-Pradesh-523373,
have changed my name from
Uma Maheshwarito Yaraboina
Umamaheswari for all future
prposes. 0040715566-4

I,Thirumala Reddy Father of JC-
820547L Sub(MP) Sreenivasa
Reddy Y R/o Village-Thati
Reddy Palli,PS-Giddalur,Tehsil-
Giddalur,District-
Prakasam,State-Andhra-
Pradesh-523373,have changed
my name from Thirumala
Reddy to Yaraboina Thirumala
Reddy for all future prposes.

0040715566-5

I,Tabish,S/o0-Mohd Akhlaq,
Address-E-116, first-floor left-
hand side Hari kothi Abul-Fazal
enclave-1Jamia-nagar okhla
Delhi 110025, changed my
name to Mohd Tabish

0040715587-7

,Sumit Virmani S/o Devender
Singh Virmani R/0-YP-26C
Pitampura Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Sumit
Varmani. 0040715653-2

I,Sandeep Girdher,S/0 Som
Prakash Girdher R/0-A-3/223,
SF,Paschim Vihar,Delhi-
63,have Changed my nameto
Sandeep Girdhar. 0040715587-8

I,Samiksha Baliyan,D/o Sushil
Garg, W/o Vineet Baliyan,R/0 A-
234,DLF The Primus, Sector-
82A,Gurugram(Haryana)-
122004, have changed my
name to SamikshaaV
Baaliyan. 0040715633-5

I,SIMER JEET KAUR MALHOTRA,
W/0O PARMINDER SINGH R/O
FLAT NO.-384, THIRD-FLOOR,
POCKET-10,SECTOR-11, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085,have changed
my name to HARSIMRAN KAUR

0040715652-8

I,SHIV SHANKAR,S/O FAQIR
CHAND,ADD CD-10 VISHAKHA-
ENCLAVE PITAMPURA DELHI-
110034,have changed my name
to SHIV SHANKER JINDAL,for
all,future purposes.

0040715587-5

I,SAEED S/O.MOHAMMAD
SAAD,R/0.168, BASTI-HAZRAT
NIZAMUDDIN,NEW-DELHI-
110013,HAVE
CORRECT/CHANGE MY NAME
AS MUHAMMAD SAEED
SIDDIQUI,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040715645-1

I,LSACHIN KUMAR BHARDWAJ,
S/o Satya Parkash Sharma,
R/0,H.N0.137-C,Mian-Wali
Colony,New Railway-Road,
Near-Bus Stand Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
my name to SACHIN
BHARDWA.. 0040715652-6

I,Rashmi W/0,Brij Bhushan Lal
R/0,H.N0.5402, Laddu-Ghati,
Paharganj, Swami-Ram Tirath-
Nagar, Central-Delhi-110055,
inform-that Rashmiand Renu
Deviboth are one and same-
person. 0040715654-2

I Namrata Grawkar D/o Nathe
Khan and W/o Lalit Kumar Raj
R/02398/3, Bedi Nagar,
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh-
482001, have changed my
name to Naphisha Begum. |
have changed only my name
not my Religion

0070890232-1

I, hitherto known as Bhushan
S/0 HOSHIYAAR SINGH residing
at House No. F-47, Adhyapak
Nagar, Nangloi, West Delhi-
110041 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as GOVIND.

0040715457-2
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,Ramalamma Mother of JC-
820547L Sub(MP) Sreenivasa
Reddy Y,R/0 Village-Thati
Reddy Palli,PS-Giddalur,Tehsil-
Giddalur,District-
Prakasam,State-Andhra-
Pradesh-523373,have changed
my name from Ramalammato
Yaraboina Ramulamma for all
future prposes. 0040715566-1

I,Rakesh DagurRathee,spouse
of Late Shri Sahab Singh Rathi
resident of Flat no.B-503,PNB
Apartments,Plot No.11,Sector-
4,Dwarka,New Delhi,South
West Delhi,Delhi-110078,have
changed my name from
Rakesh Dagur Rathee to
Rakesh Rathi wide affidavit
dated 21-Feb 2024 at Delhi.

0040715655-1

T,ROHITS/ORAJPALSINGH,R/O
H.NO.37, MOOL CHAND
COLONY, ADARSH-NAGAR, NAI
SUBJI MANDI,DELHI-
110033,have changed my-
minor son’s name,from
PUSHKAR RAJto PUSHKAR RAJ
KHADILIYA. 0040715653-7

ILRAVIKANT,S/OSH.BAL
KISHAN,R/O M-34/C-1,M-
BLOCK,DILSHAD GARDEN,
DELHI-110095,inform thatin
my,Daughter Birth-Certificate
her name R DHANSHIKA
wrongly-written instead of
correct name DHANSHIKA
RAVI,both names are same
persons. 0040715645-7

T,RAJINDERKUMAR'S/0 RAM AL
R/0 185/11,RAILWAY
COLONY,KISHAN GANJ,DELHI-
110007.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJENDER KUMAR.

0040715578-4

I,LKulbir Virmani W/o Davinder
Singh R/0 AM-172, 4th-Floor
Shalimar Bagh Delhi-110088,
have changed my nameto
Kulbir Varmani. 0040715653-3

TI,Prempal S/0-Raghuraj,R/0-1-
146Vijay Vihar,Phase-1,Delhi-
85,inform thatin my,some
documents my,name Prempal
Singh and my,father’s name
Raghuraj Singh wrongly-
written.My correct name
Prempal and my,father as
Raghuraj,for all,future
purposes. 0040715645-6

I[,Pramod Nagar,S/0 Bhoole
Ram,R/0 Village Lakhnawali
Gautam Budh Nagar,have
changed my name to Pramod
Singh. 0040715578-3

I,PRADEEP RANA,S/O.DARSHAN
LAL RANA,ADD-20/15,THIRD-
FLOOR,ASHOK NAGAR TILAK
NAGAR,WEST DELHI-
110018,changed my name to
PARDEEP RANA,for all,future
purposes. 0040715655-3

I,NIRMAL BAISOYA,W/O Ashok
Baisoya,R/O P-203,Pilaniji
Village,Sarojini Nagar, Delhi-
110023,have changed my name to
NIRMAL. 0040715652-4

I,Nitin Kumar Mittal,S/0
Mahabir Prasad R/o House No-
267-268,Block-B,Pocket-3,
Sector-29,Rohini,Delhi-
110042,have changed my name
to Nitin Mittal. 0040715652-1

LNAROTTAM SINGH,S/0
TEJPAL,R/O HAMEER THOK
CHHATA,MATHURA,UTTAR
PRADESH-281401,changed my
name to NIROTTAM SINGH.

0040715578-10

I,Mukesh Kumar Sharma,S/o-
Man Singh Sharma,H.no.B-
184A, Street.no.-7,Hardev
Puri,Shahdara Delhi-
110093,changed my nameto
Mukesh Sharma. 0040715578-2

I,Mukesh Kumar Agarwal S/o
BakeylLal, R/0 B-540 MIG Flats,
East OF Loni Road, Delhi-
110093,have changed my name
to Mukesh Kumar Aggarwal,
permanently. 0040715587-1

I,MOHD YUSUF,S/0.MOHD
SAAD,R/0.168,BASTIHAZRAT
NIZAMUDDIN,NEW DELHI-
110013,HAVE
CORRECT/CHANGE MY NAME
AS MUHAMMAD YUSUF
SIDDIQUI,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040715645-2

,MOHAMMAD ILYAS,S/0O.
MOHAMMAD SAAD,R/0.168,
BASTI-HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN,
NEW DELHI-110013,HAVE
CORRECT/CHANGE MY NAME
AS MUHAMMAD ILYAS
SIDDIQUI,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040715645-3

I, MAHINDER SINGH SAINI,S/0
Late Chatar Singh,R/032/1,
NEAR THAPAR CHAMBER
KILOKARISOUTH,DELHI-
110014,have changed my name
to MAHENDER SINGH.

0040715633-2

ILM.D MOTI KHAN,S/O REYASAT
KHA R/O E-2669,) J.COLONY
BAWANA NORTH DELHI-
110039,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOTIUR RAHMAN
KHA. 0040715652-7

l,Lalit Kumar S/o Kailash
Narayan,R/0 Near Shiv
Mandir,Ward No.-5,Shiv-
Colony,Sohna, Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changed my
name to Lalit Kumar Sharma,
forall Purposes. 0040715633-6

ILLOV KUMAR,S/O HARI OM
GUPTA,R/O-1/10976, STREET.
NO.8,SAPTRISHI MARG,
SUBHASH-PARK
SHAHDARA,DELHI 110032.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME LOVE
KUMAR GUPTA,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040715578-1

I, PARGAT SINGH,R/0O SMQ.N-
68,CAMERO COMPLEX
SUBROTO-PARK,NEW DELHI-
110010,HAVE CHANGED MY-
MINOR SON’S NAME
MANSAHIBPREET SINGHTO
MANSAHIB SINGH,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL47214499804014W DATED-
2102/2024 BEFORE-NCT DELHI.

0040715645-9

I,Ekta W/o Khem Chand R/0-B-
20,Delhi citizen Society Sector-
13,Rohini Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Ekta
Sachdeva.

0040715438-1

://t.ml.AS.Iy

LLOKESH GARG,5/0 MOOL
CHAND GARGR/OWZ-
77,PHASE-2,0M VIHAR,UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-110059.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
LOKESH KUMAR. 0040715578-5

. arma, andu
Vishwakarma,R/o0 C-177,].)
colony Khyala Tilak-nagar
Delhi-110018,have changed my
name to Harsh Vishwakarma.

0040715653-5

T, Kumud S/0 Laxman KohliR/0
8/2, Third-Floor, 41-Block,
Singh Sabha Road, Shakti
Nagar,Delhi-110007,changed
my name to Kumud Kohli.

0040715652-2

T,Kripa Sindhu,S/0 Choudhary
Rajiv Nayan, R/o-
Flat.No.432,Second Floor
Sanskriti Apartment,Pocket
GH-1,Sector-28,0pposite
Shalibad Dairy,Rohini,North
West-Delhi, Delhi-
110042,declare that name of
my-wife has been wrongly-
written as NEERJA NAYAN in my
minor SON SIDDHANT SINDHU,
aged-17-yearsinhis 10th-Class
Educational-Documents and
Birth-certificate N0.9603.The
actual-name of my-wifeis
NIRJA NAYAN. 0040715645-4

T,Kamlesh Gupta W/o HiraLal
GuptaR/0B-701, The-Omaxe
Forest-SPA, Sector-93B, Noida
U.P-201304 have changed my
name to Kamlesh Jindal for all
purposes. 0040715571-1

THAKUR,R/O L-227 BLOCK-L
ENTRY BACK SIDE SHASTRI
NAGAR DELHI-52,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
KRITAGYA THAKUR.

0040715578-7

lLLalita Kumar W/o0 Bhawani
Shankar R/o F-123,Madipur
Colony West Delhi-110063, has
changed my name to Lalita.

0040715653-1

SARWAN KUMAR R/0O HNO.T-
205,GALINO.1,SHIVAJI-
NAGAR,NARELA,DELHI-
110040.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KAILASH CHAND.

0040715633-1

l,Jyoti Sohal W/0 Sh.Ranjeet
Singh Sohal,R/0-H.N0.B-113,FF,
Puri Aman-Villas,Sector-
89,Faridabad,l have changed
my name Amanjot kour to Jyoti
Sohal after marriage,for all
future purposes

0040715576-1

,JC- u
Sreenivasa Reddy Y R/o
Village-Thati Reddy Palli,PS-
Giddalur,Tehsil-
Giddalur,District-
Prakasam,State-Andhra-Prade
sh-523373,have changed my
daughter’s name fromyY
Harsitha to Yaraboina
Harshitha for all future
prposes.

0040715566-3

1,JC-820547L Sub(MP)
Sreenivasa Reddy Y R/o
Village-Thati Reddy Palli,PS-
Giddalur,Tehsil-Giddalur
District-Prakasam,State-
Andhra-Pradesh-523373,have
changed my daughter’s name
from Anoosha to Yaraboina
Anoosha for all future prposes.

0040715566-2

ILJAYASREE A,W/0 Sreejith V,R/o-
167G, Pocket-1V,Mayur Vihar
Phase-1,Delhi-110091,have
changed my name from
JAYASREE SREEJITH to
JAYASREE A,for all,future
purposes. 0040715578-9

I,ISRAIL,S/O.NASRUDDIN,HOUSE
.NO-63, SUBEDAR-BILDING
MATEREAL SAPLAYER, NEAR
DHANA-MOOR,WARD.NO.15.
PINAGWAN(127)MEWAT,HARYA
NA 122508,changed my name
to MOHMAD ISRAIL,for
all,future purposes.

0040715587-4

I,Hira Lal Jindal S/o Late Pooran
Chand GuptaR/0 B-701, The-
Omaxe Forest-SPA, Sector-93B,
Noida-201304 have changed my
name to Hira Lal Gupta for all
purposes.

0040715571-2

ILHARJEET SINGH,HARJEET
SAINIl,and HARJEET SINGH
SAINI,S/O SH.RANJEET
SINGH,R/O,VILLAGE-KURANI
67,NEAR-MCD SCHOOL
KURANI,NARELA,DISTT-NORTH
WEST-DELHI,DELHI-
110040,Have changed my name
to HARJEET SINGH,for
all,purposes in future.

0040715578-6

I,Devender Singh Virmani S/o
Harmohinder Singh Varmani
R/0-WP-147A Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have Changed my name
to Davinder Varmani.

0040715653-4

I,Deepak Agarwal,S/o0
Satyanarayan Aggarwal,R/0 F-
24/155,Sector-3,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Deepak Aggarwal,for all
purposes. 0040715633-9

I,Chander Shekhar,S/o0 Nihal
Chand R/0 H.N0.1067,Sector-
31,Gurgaon (Haryana), have
changed my name to Chander
Shekhar Kalra. 0040715633-4

I,BIRJESH KUMAR,S/O SHIV
KUMAR SHARMA,R/0,A-
63/2,GALI.NO.3,NEW MODERN
SHAHADARA,NEAR-SHASHI
PUBLIC SCHOOL,MANDOLI-
ROAD,DELHI-110032,have
changed my minor son
name,from ABHINAYV to
ABHINAV SHARMA,for
all,future purpose.

0040715587-9

I,Asha Kumari Dang,W/0 Arjun
Dang R/0-9,Star Apartment
Sector-9,Rohini Delhi-110085
I,have changed my name to
AshaDang. Please note that
both the persons are
same.Therefore this s for
information about all those
documents, Asha Dang.

0040715653-8
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I,KHUSHIDA,W/0-Rahul
Kumar,R/0-H.N0.1464, St.No.7,
Wazir Nagar,Kotla Mubarak
Pur,New Delhi-110003,declare
that “KHUSHIDA” & “KHUSHI” is
one and same personi.e.me

0040715587-2

S/o0,Davinder Singh Sahni R/o-
2157/B-2,2nd-Floor,Guru
Arjun-Nagar, Shadipur, Patel-
Nagar,New Delhi-110008,have
changed my-minor daughter’s
name Asees Kaur Sahnito
Asees Kaur aged-5-years.

0040715654-3

T,ASHOKS7O0ShivLalrR/OP-203,
Pilanji Village,Sarojini
Nagar,Delhi-110023,have
changed my name to ASHOK
BAISOYA. 0040715652-5

T,jitenderGuptas/oGopal
prasad, R/o H.No. 132¢c, WARD
no. 3, PECH colony mahal ke
pass, Hodal dist palwal(HR)
have changed my nameto
Jitender 0070890183-1

1, Vinayak Khushalani S/0 Vivek
Khushalani, R/0 3/5/, Shanti
Niketan, Chanakya Puri, New
Delhi-110021, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Vinayak Singhal.

0070890257-1

I, Veermati, W/O SatpalRanaR/0
BU- 270, Second Floor, BU-
Block, Pitampura, Saraswati
Vihar, North West Delhi-
110034. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
asVirvatiRana 0070890223-1

I, Vandana W/o Late ShriManoj
Kumar R/0 X/1762, Gali No.10,
Rajgarh Colony, Krishna Nagar,
Delhi-110051, have changed my
name from Annu Chaurasiato
Vandana for all future
purposes. 0040715568-1

I, Syed Mohammed All Murtuza
S/0 Syed Mohammed Nadeem
Hasan, R/096 A, Zakir Bagh,
Maulana Mohammed Ali
Jouhar Marg, New Delhi-110025
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as SM ALI
MURTUZA in my all Educational
Documents. The actual name
of mineis SYED MOHAMMED
ALIMURTUZA, which may be
amended accordingly

0040715572-2

I, Soniya Arora D/O Sohan Das
Gupta, W/0O Pankaj Arora R/o K-
26 First Floor, Laxmi Nagar,
(East Delhi), Delhi-110092. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Soniya
Gupta 0070890228-1

I, Shah Ghazla W/o Syed Abdul
Arif R/0,D-249, Second-Floor,
Front-Side, Abdul-Fazal
Enclave-l, Jamia-Nagar, New-
Delhi-110025, have changed
my-name to Shah Ghazala.

0040715654-1

I, Satpal Singh Rana S/O Shri
Ram Chander Rana, R/0 BU- 19,
SFS Flats, Outer Ring Road,
Pitampura, Saraswati Vihar,
North West Delhi- 110034, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Satpal
Rana. 0070890224-1

I, Sanjeev Sharma S/o Jagdish
Chander R/0 B7- 101, Tulip
Violet Sector- 69, Near Tulip
Chowk, Gurugram, Haryana-
122101, have changed my minor
son’s name from Vardhan
Sharmaaged 14 years to
Vardhn Sharma forever

0070890235-1

I, Ramesh Kumar Yadava S/o
Ram Chandr Yadav R/o RHZ686
Gali-15, Palam Colony,
Rajnagar-2, Delhi have changed
my name to Ramesh Kumar
Yadav for all purposes.

0070890240-1

I, RADHA KRISHNA PILLAI
dependent (Father) of Rajesh R,
R/0 Ambady, Palavila, Edanadu,
Chathannoor, Kollam, Kerala-
691579 have changed my name
from RADHA KRISHNA PILLAIl to
T RADHAKRISHNA PILLAI vide
affidavit IN-
DL45605941168591W dated 17
Feb 2024. 0070890185-1

I, Pankaj Kumar S/0 Santosh
Kumar, R/0 34, Surya Nagar-2,
Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh-
203001. 1 have changed the
name of my minor Son Dhiren
Pratap Chaudhary aged about 8
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Vrishank Chaudhary.

0070890229-1

I, PARGAT SINGH,R/0 SMQ.N-
68,CAMERO-COMPLEX
SUBROTO-PARK NEW DELHI
110010,HAVE CHANGED MY-
MINOR SON’S NAME
GURSAANJHPREET SINGH TO
GURSAANJH SINGH,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL47214886619477W DATED-
2102/2024 BEFORE-NCT-DELHI.

0040715645-8

I, Mohd. Usman khan, S/0
Mohammad Umar khan, R/O
H.no-161, 4th floor, gali no 22
zakir nagar okhla New Delhi-
110025, have changed my name
to Mohammed usman khan

0070890184-1

I, Minakshi W/o0 KunjBihari
Pandey R/o0 D-129, Sector-15,
Noida, have changed my name
to Minakshi Pandey

0070890241-1

I, Lalita Devi Bansal,W/0 Anil
Bansal,R/0 H.No. 213,Deepali
Enclave,Pitampura, Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Lalita Bansal,for all purposes.

0040715633-7

I, Lalit Kumar Gupta S/O Raj
Kumar, R/o H.No.- B1/111 Tower
No-9, Silver City-2, Sector- Pi-2,
Greater Noida Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh- 201310, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Lalit
Kumar. 0070890231-1

I,Deepak Aggarwal,S/o Sh
Satyanarayan Aggarwal,R/o- F-
24/155,Sector-3,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,changed my Minor-
Daughter’s name,from Palak
Agarwal to Palak Aggarwal.

0040715633-8

I, Jyoti Sharma, W/0 Sumit Patro
R/0119/8, A-Block, GaliNo- 1,
poojaBuilders Parking,
Mukund Vihar, Karawal Nagar,
North East Delhi- 110094. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Jyoti
Patro 0070890258-1

R/0,C-17,Partap Vihar Part-2,
Nangloi, Delhi-86 that
JAGDEESH KUMAR AND
JAGDISH KUMAR Pertainto one
and the same person

0070890269-1

Tugalpur, Greater Noida
Gautambudh Nagar U.P. have
changed my nameto ILYASH
KHAN for all future purposes.

0070890247-1

T,DeepakGuptas/oHari
Prakash R/0 300, Deepali
Enclave, Pitampura,Delhi-
110034, have changed my name
to Deepak 0040715587-6

T,CHETAN, S/0 ASHOKKUMAR
R/0126-B, GALINO-2,UPPER
GROUND FLOOR, GOVINDPURI,
KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110019
have changed my nameto
CHETAN KUMAR. 0070890194-1

I, Binay Kumar GuptaS/0
Babban Prasad R/o H.No.-1701,
Tower CB-2, Supertech
Capetown, Sector-74,Noida,
UP-201301 have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
INAAYA to INAAYA GUPTA for all
future purposes. 0070890239-1

I, AshishKumar AwadhiyaS/0
Sita Ram Awadhiya, R/0 D-06,
Type lll, Maidan Garhi, IGNOU
Residential Complex, Maidan
Garhi, South Delhi-110068,
Declare that name of Mine &
My Wife and My Minor
Daughter has been wrongly
written as Awadhiya Ashish
Kumar & Awadhiya Poonam A
and Samyukta in my minor
Daughter Samyukta Awadhiya,
aged about 13 Years, In her
Birth Certificate. The actual
name of Mine & My Wife and
My Minor Daughter are Ashish
Kumar Awadhiya & Poonam
Awadhiya and Samyukta
Awadhiya, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070890226-1

I, Archana Tyagi W/o Deepak
Tyagi R/0 B-184, Paramount
Golfforest Upsidc Site-C,
Opposite Sector Zeta, Greater
Noida, PO-Gautam Budh
Universtiy Sub-district Gautam
Buddha Nagar, U.P-201312 have
changed my name to Bani
Tyagi for all future purposes.

0070890248-1

I Sunita Devi D/o Sh. Payree Lal
W/o Sh. Lalit Kumar Agarwal
R/0 80, Tarun Enclave,
Pitampura, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to Sunita Agarwal for all
purposes. 0040715567-1

I Avinash S/O Sh. Shyam Sunder
R/o #87,Subhash
Camp,Dakshinpuri Ext. Dr.
Ambedker Nagar, South Delhi,
have changed my name to
Avinash Poply. 0020472588-1

| Aastha Ananya D/o Sushil
Kumar Srivastava R/0 Surekha
Nilyam, Beside Lane Union
Bank Of India Gola Road, Bailey
Road, Danapur, Patna, Bihar-
801503, have changed my name
to AasthaSrivastava

0070890236-1

I,ARMAN, S/0.MOHD
AZAD,H.NO-K-IST, 1118/18,NEW
DELHISOUTH,DELHI-
110062,changed my nameto
MOHAMMAD ARMAN,for
all,future purposes.

0040715587-3

I, JAGDEEP SHARMA S/o Rajender
Prasad Sharma, R/o A-4, Flat
No.15, S.F, M.B. Road,
Vishwakarma Colony, Badarpur,
New Delhi-110044 have changed
my name to JAGDEEP KUMAR
SHARMA 0040715572-1

LOST & FOUND

FIR.NO.1468144/2024 MISSING-
PROPERTY DOCUMENT(DDA-
SITE Possession-slip and
some-Other Document-
Slip)bearing (Jaswant
Rawat,S/o0 D.S Rawat,flat.no.
C1/29A Lawrence-
Road,file.no.
F/26/770/1973/HB.) Contact-
9818151252.

0040715645-11

I,AAKASH,S/0 Harish Tyagi,R/0-
Plot.no-C-2, Kashmiri-
Enclave,Near-Syndicate
Bank,Sector-C-2,Tronica
City,Loni-Dehat,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201102,have changed my
name to AAKASH TYAGI,for
all,future purposes.

0040715652-3

Lost my original Conveyance
Deed of my Flat No.B-2/32,
Atam Vallabh CGHS Ltd.,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-
110085. Finder may Contact-
Rajesh Kumar Jain atabove
noted address. 0040715629-1

Notice hereby given that
certificate(s) inrespect of
below mentioned Equity
shares of M/s. CERA
SANITARYWARE LIMITED
(‘Company’) have been
lost/misplaced/stolen and the
holder(s) of the said shares,
Mr.HARISH CHANDRA
AGRAWAL has applied to the
Company for the issue of
Duplicate share certificate(s)
inlieu of Original Share
Certificate N0s. 4112 & 4113
belonging to Folio No. 002638.
Any person having
claims/objections in the said
shares should communicate
tothe Company atthe
Registered Office of the
Company within 15 days from
the date of publication of this
notice, failing which the
Company shall proceed to
issue Duplicate Share
Certificates.

0040715626-1

—  RECRUITMENT
~SITUATION VACANT™

"MULTIPLE VACANCIES

Required Smart, Loyal and
needy 1 Computer (Mobile)
Operator and 1 Marketing
Executive for Laundry Shop in
Aundh, Pune. Call or Whatsapp
: 8459467775.

0090345398-1

=~ PUBLICNOTICE™

I & pubiicaly informed thal my clan
HAKESH MEHTA SM] LATE SHRI S0M
MATH MEHTAR RID E-138, ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-, DELHI, i %e cwner of EHOP
MOLATNENT, AREA BEASURING 198 50
ET. SITUATED &7 MNEW SUEZMANDI
ARZADPUA. DELHI, hawa el ley oniginal
DO decuments such as Origiral Perpelual
Lease Deed, Criginal Aboiment-cum
Cemand Laber, Crignal Possession Letar,
rgiral Ste Poesestion, Unginal Sanclon
LatierMen, Origingl Form C & Criginal Form
G, al olber Mecelleneous DDA Fapers,
COrigical Receip®s, pic, pic., ofthe above said
Shop HoA-11507, Wew Subzimandi
Azadour, Cakd and ha has e lndged the
Il'u;‘ul.-&:r.- MCR, vide LR MO 1463902 2004,
DL202.2004 Any person who may found
such documents shal dolvar e same al the
alrmsad aadmes - And my chang inkenas 1o
diapose of hie alvesad Shop, any perton
(syBankFirangdsl Imsblufon, ele daming
anmy right, ke, interest, having any abjecion
can cortat effar my ohand m wiiling al his
aivecse o ma gelher on SE10SETSTE o ol
advitalsthirsjchesafigmailoom, of §k an
chiedion within Thirty days bom ihe date ol
this notion. &ker Thirty Days any objecion
shalibe Pesled a5 relland wod

DHIRA] THAMLA {Adwvocabes)

Enrl. Mo Di20510E, O No.d,

GF Bu-Block ©.5.C Pitampara Dethi

Itis pubiicary nlormed thal my o I:"I'EAH!!.H

WEHTA 50 LATE 5HEI S0M HATH MEHTA,
R} E-138, ABHOE WVIHAR, PHASE-,
DELHL is e ovwnes of EHOP NOUA-1/1508,
AREA MEASLIRING 190 50 FT, SITUATED
Al NEW SLUBAERDE S780P0H, DELHI
hawe ozl ferw origical DD documents sich
a5 Onginal Lasl Pags of Pepelud Lease
Deed, QOraginal  ARobwens:cum:Demand
Latter, Oniginal Possassion Leter, Onginal
Sile Poggeseson, Origival Sancbon
Letiesfatap, Oraginal Fomm C & Qiigiral Form
0, al cther Miscelaneoss DOO0A  Papos
Original Receipts, #fc. #tn. - of theahors san
Seop MooA-101508, Hew Subzimand,
Azadpor, Do and he Fas g Bdged e
repaary MO vide LR RO 14640550234,
[ 20:2 224, Ay person who may found
euch documants shall delver Ine sama st Tha
gioreeaid addresa, Sl my dienl nlasds o
dispiose off iz sforesaid Shos any person
|skEankFinancal Insliuticn, =iz, chiming
ey righl, lide. nlerest, having By ohinclion
can contact aither iy cisnl i wiling 3l his
sddress or mé eldher on SEI0EATETE or al
advocatpdhismchasdaiDomall com, o fle an
objecinn wilhin Thity days from the dale of
frie nodoa. Afer Thity Oye any obyaction
ﬂIE|"J:|IEH:EIJH1JI'I.I|dIIJIH il

HIRAJ CHAWLA [Advocate)
Enrl No. 02081008, (O Nao.d,
5.F Ru-Block C.5 C Prampuwra Delhi

FUDLIU NOTICKE

It is for general information that I
HASSAAN AHMED SAIFI S/O MOHD
ZAKIR AHMAD R/O FLAT NO. 169
PEEPAL APARTMENT, POCKET-E
PHASE-2, SECTOR-17, DWARKA
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-11007§
declare that name of mine, my father and
my mother has been wrongly written a
HASSAN AHMAD SAIFI, MOHHAMD
ZAKIR AHMAD and KAHKASHAM
AHMAD in my 10th class marks-sheet and
certificate. The actual name of mine, my
father and my mother are HASSAAN
AHMED SAIFI, MOHD ZAKIR AHMAD
and KAHKASHAN, which may bg
amended accordingly.

rUubLIC NUTICKE

“It is hereby notified to the Genera
Public that my clients Sh. Gulshay
Kumar Kharbanda S/o Late Munshi Ranj
and Mrs. Pushpa Kharbanda W/o Sh
Gulshan Kumar Kharbanda both R/o 76
Avtar Enclave, Paschim Vihar, Delhi
110063 have severed their relations witl
their son namely Rajeev Kharbanda, hig
wife Simran Kharbanda, his son and
daughter namely Master Sima
Kharbanda and Baby  Amayrqd
Kharbanda on account of thei

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general informaton
(that |, HARPREET KAUR DiO
[SUKHVINDER SINGH W!O
|RAVINDER SINGH R/O WZ-
[(12A, PLOT NO-114, SHAM
MAGAR EXTH. TILAK MAGAR.
MEW DELHI-110018, declare
(that name of my father has
|been wrongly wriften as
[SUKHWINDER SINGH in
(my 10th and 12th class
educabonal documents and as
SUKHWNDER SINGH in my
Paszport Mo, V34540410, The
(actual name of my father is
[SUKHVINDER SINGH which
|may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE

Motice is hereby given 1o the pubbc
at large that my clients have
enterad Into an Agresmant 1o el
in redgect of the aof the entire
terrace floor consisting of the entire
terrace rights over and above the
entire sacond floor of the propserty
bearing mo. M-129, Greater Kailash
li, Mew Delhi -110048 (the said
plot and the building thereupon
reffered to as the “said progerty®
hereinaer) along with the right 1o
construct and awn .1r-','arr=.11.,.'§lnnr'.
an the said terrace and subsequent
terraces there UEBon and
thereabove, alang with tota
undivided, indivisibkle and
”“'IP-Brt"l:l'E‘. proportionate joint
ownarshiprights equal to 62 sguare
vards put af total plet area 300
square yards [(or say 62300 =
20,66 % share) in the 5AID PLOT OF
LAND paga TIRE N M-129, Greales
Kaikagh - I, Mew Delhi -110048 and
along with all associated rights and
priviledges (al! togethar raffered to
a5 the "iaid portions ol the iaid
property™] in the said building and
in the said property from its current
ownar being Mr Xhitz Agnihotri,
Rio 272 Main road, Chhatterpur
|;Nr=ar Sai Baba Tempde), Mew Defhe
for valuable sale consideration and
the said Agreement 15 valid,
binding, subsisting and is pending
performance of their obligations by
the parties.
Motice is heraby given to all
PeErsans, l:l:lrl'.ll:lrE[E'E."El'll'lhES-
including banks and financial
insttunons faving any sort of claim
or objection with regard o anyg
right, tithe or snterast in respact of
the said portions of the said
property or any part ':"'IEI'El:If; o
make the same known with
SUpporong documents to the
undersigned within a period of 15
days from this date of publication
heraof, failing which my clients
shall preaceed o camplate the
transactions as if there are no thind
party claimsfobjectonsfdicpules
in respect of the said property and
therealter na claimfobjection
disputes shall be entartained
whatlsaever and skall be deamed
to have bean waived off
Amit Garg (Advocate)
30197, Basement,
WVikram Vihar Lajpat Magar -
I, Waw Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Drigingl Gemneral Power of
Attorney in the name of Rashmi
Singh wio Shri Bhupender Singh
who further appointed &
noméinated Smt. Reema Amar
wio Shri Anil Amar in I'EE-EE-'I:i of
flat no A-41326, Samani Bhadra
Co-0p. Group housing sociaty
Limited, known as Sunrise
Apariments, plol no.37, sector-
13, Rohini, Delhi-110085 vide
Reqistration no,364.36 Addl. Book
no.4 wolume no 2762 on pages
27 1o 30 on dated 25/11/2002
This registered GPA was to be
cofleched from sub-regestrar office
Pitampura vide recaipt mo.263,
book no 266653 ot 25112002,
but the sub registrar office never
delivared the original regesterad
GPA as promised by this receipt,
as they said that they cannaot
kxcate the ongnal registered GFA,
s0 they only gave the Certified
true copy of this registered GPA
The original delivery receipd of
sub Feqistrar office is sill
availabie with me,
Reema Amar wio 3h, Anil Amar
Fled no.A-4/326, Sunse Appls.,
Plot no. 37, Sac-13, Rabni, Delhi-25
Reemaamar J8@gmail.com

My client, Mr. Yog Raj Baweja S/o Lat
Kishan Chand Baweja R/o M-1-13
Block-M, Model Town-III, Delhi
110009, have debarred and disowne
my son, Mr. Himanshu Baweja and m;
Daughter-In-Law Mrs. Mrs Saks
W/o Mr. Himanshu Baweja from ou
all assets and properties and severed a
relations with them. Any perso
dealing with them shall be doing all
his own risk etc.
Sd/-
O.P CHAUDHAR
Advocat
Mobile N0.921220021

It b5 %0 irvorm b the pubdic at lame that SAT.
HERMAL DHINGRA W Sh. ®amal
Dhlrr.p & oeaener of DDA MG Fiat Mo 438,
IFF., Sector-0, PocketBlock-Dé. Silualed)
iat Shakmar Bagh, Celhi, and has offerad o
{5=il the sad propay o my Client SAT,
EARLINA ARYA Wio Sh Devender Singh
iwho intend o mongage e said property
with Sixle Bark of India Howewer
i.Criginal Agrasmant o Sel with Racsipi
abted 290035004 gxensied by Smi
Gangali Qi i favour of Sh. Manjeal
Singh Sohal, & 2., Afgayi dt 13.06,2006,
are losh' not iaceable for which FIR &
lakeady odged. H & herebw nodfied 1o
general public to refurn if anyone bas
timund fes documants, and for be indermed
(thal any person bening claim, any dharga,
imernst, lien or claim on the said Propery
hi'she miary potify B0 e undersignad with
the docurmendary prooll Court judgmenl
within 10 days from e day of pullication
Failing which the tille Shall be deemed o be
diar, and markelahle withoul any defect
encumbrinoe and foe lo oidle equiable
1=
PRIMCE BHARDWA (ADVOCATE]
CHAMBER MO, K-2E.TIS HAZARI
COURT MO, (M), 8373951551

—IN-FHE G H-COERT-61F—
DELHI AT NEW DELHI
(ORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL
JURISDICTION)
NOTICE UNDER ORDER V
RULE 20, R/W SEC 151 CODE
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

CS(COMM) 290/2020
SOCIETE DES PRODUITS
NESTLE SA & ANR.

..... PLAINTIFF(S

MDG STORE & ORS.

........ DEFENDANT(S
To,
DEFENDANT NO. 15
Shagun Plastics
Gali No.2, A Block
House No.40, Jaitpur
New Delhi-110044
WHEREAS the above named plaintiff(sj
has/have instituted a suit against th
above named defendant(s) and wherea|
it has been shown to the satisfaction o
the Court that it is not possible to servi
you in the ordinary way, therefore, thi§
notice is given by publication directin
you, the above named defendant(s) t
make appearance before the Joing
Registrar (Judicial) on 13th day o
March, 2024 at 11:00 A.M.
Take further notice that in default o
your appearance on the date fixed and i
the matter mentioned above the petitio
will be heard and determined ex-parte i
your absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of thi§

Court, this 31st Day of January, 2024.
Sd/-
DEPUTY REGISTRAR (IPD;

(fij For REGISTRAR GENERA
KD

v-.- N N\

acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

— PUBLICNOTICE

misbehavior, quarrelsome attitude
disobedient, disloyal, unbecoming
behaviour and causing nuisance. M
clients have also debarred them from
inheriting their movable and immovablg
properties. If anybody deals with their
shall do so at his/her own risk and my
clients shall not be held responsible”.

Sd/-
R. K. Singh (Advocate
Ch. No. 647, W. Win
Tis Hazari Court Delhi-Sq

It ks 1 i bo the public at lange u'.a1|

SMT. ANITE MEMTA & ME, RAJERH
WEHTA are cwners of DDA BUILTUP
FIRST FLOOR, PROPERTY WO, 144,
BLOCK-A, SECTOR-B, Silmaled 2
Dhwearka, Dethi & has offered to sall the
aid property o my Clent SMT. PROMILA)
W Eh, Om Prakash who inlend o
merigage the =axd propery wih Stade
Bank of india. Howeeer Oniginal Paoa
Moo 2 ol Fegelered Sale dead dabesd
01.03.2018, execuled &y Me Fanish
Shah, is lost’ not raceable for which FIR
= aready lodged. Itis hereby nodfied ta
qenaral publc 0 mbam i amone has
found this documants, and Jor ba
rifamed that any persan hasdng claim,
any change, inlerest, ien o clarm on e
s Property ba 'sha may nalify to the
underzagresd with the documeniany prood!
G judgment within 10 days Tnoem the
day af pubdication faiing which the tilk
Shal be deemed 1o be clear, £ marketabla
witheut any defectencumbrancs & freefa
critabe aquitable mordgage
FRINGCE BEHARDWA. [ADVOCATE)
CHAKBER MO, K-28. TS HAZARI
COURT ND, (M 8373591551

Notice is hereby given to public at large that WE, (1)
PARTAP SINGH S/O SHRI SULTAN SINGH AND (2)
BEERMATI WIFE OF PARTAP SINGH BOTH
RESIDENTS OF H.NO.29, NEAR POST OFFICE
MUNDKA, DELHI-110041, DELHI, have separated
and debarred, disowned our son SUNIL LAKRA @
SUNIL KUMAR and our daughter in law GEETA DEV]
W/O SUNIL LAKRA @ SUNIL KUMAR and our grand
son AKSHAY LAKRA S/O SUNIL LAKRA @ SUNIL
KUMAR from all our movable and immovablg
properties due to not cooperating well and showing

selfish attitude, with negative behaviour towards us and
they has no claim or title to any of our propertie§
possessed or belonging to us as the said properties. Our
said son, his wife and our grand son has no power or
authority to incur any debts/loans on the security of our
any of properties in any manner and any person hereafter
giving him/them any loan or advance shall be doing so
entirely on his/her/their own risk and responsibility. We
or our properties, shall in any way be responsible for
such debts/loans. Any person dealing with him/them will
do so at his/her/their own risks and costs.

Sd/-
Dhiraj Kumar Basra (Advocate)
Enrl.No.D/1799/2011

General public is hereby informed that
my clientess Sameera Khatoon w/q
Farhan Khan, R/o B-144, First Floor, Flat
No.2, Panchsheel Vihar, Malviya Nagar,
South Delhi-110017 has severed all her
relations with her husband namely
Farhan Khan S/o Aziz Khan R/o B-144,
First Floor, Flat No. 2, Panchsheel Vihar,
Malviya Nagar, South Delhi-110017
from now onwards. Anybody dealing
with Farhan Khan S/o Aziz Khan with do
so at his/her own risk or responsibility
and my clientess, will not be responsibl¢
for any act, deed or dealing done by
Farhan Khan.
Sd/-
(Manjeet Kapil) Advocate
Chamber No. 847, Patiala House
Court, New Delhi - 110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT FIROZA W/O LATH
SHEIKH MUKHTAR R/O H.NO
C-12/74, YAMUNA VIHAR, DELHI
110053 SEVERE ALL RELATIONS AND
DEBAR HER SON SHEIKH NADEEM
@ AADIL AND HIS WIFE IRAM FATIMA
FROM ENTIRE MOVEABLE
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TQ
THEIR BAD CONDUCT AND HOSTILH
BEHAVIOUR. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT|
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTS
IN FUTURE.

Sd./

S.K. RAGHAV

ADVOCATE

CH NO. 615, 6TH FLOOOR.

L.C. BLOCK, ROHINI COURTS, DELH|

i\ B CENTRAL MINE PLANNING & DESIGN INSTITUTE LIMITED
9 f"P"" (A Subsidiary of Coal India Ltd.)
= Gondwana Place, Kanke Road, Ranchi-834031, Jharkhand, India

NOTICE FOR EXISTING PENSIONERS RETIRED FROM CMPDIL
All existing Pensioners of CMPDIL are requested to submit

their details in prescribed format for issuance of revised
PPO by CMPFO atthe earliest.

For detailed information, employees are requested to click
on tab "Employee Cormer’ on CMPDIL's website at

httpa:.#www.l:mpdi.cu.in, Dy General Ma nager
(P&A),CMPDI(HQ),Ranchi

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Applications are invited under
scheme of

Fime
Aradiy,
dirpt el bt ian

Trolley at: Faridabad, Palam, Julana, Shamli, Badlii, Tapri,
Tilak Bridge, Jakhal, Jind, Narwana, Tohana, Mansa, Shivaji
Bridge stations.

* The period for setting up of Trolley at stations above will be
30 days per spell.

«Registration fee for NSG 1, 2 & 3 stations will be charged (@
rate of Rs. 2000 for each spell of thirty days and for NSG 4
(Palam) NSG 5 (Shamli, Julana, Badli, Tapri, Tilak Bridge,
Jakhal, Jind, Narwana, Tohana, Mansa, Shivaji Bridge)
registration fee will be charged @ rate of Rs. 1000 for each
spell thirty days.

* The following are the eligibility criteria for participant viz.

a) Holder of Artisans/Weaver |D card issued by
Development Commissioner Handicraft, Development
Commissioner Handloom, or by the requisite state/Central
Government Authority.

b) Individual artisans/weavers/craftsmen enrolled/
registered with Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development
Federation of India Limited (TRIFED }National Handloom
Development Corporation (NHDC)/KhadiVillage Industries
Commission (KVIC) associated with Social Organizations,
State Govt. bodies and associated with registered micro
enterprises on the Udyam Portal of the Ministry of MSME
and NGOs etc.

c) Self Help Groups registered with PMEGP (Prime
Minister's Employment Generation Programme).

d) Marginalized or weaker sections of society.

e) No separate logo shall be allowed,

* The applicant will have to submit an undertaking to the
Station Superintendent indicating that no activity would be
undertaken to adversely affect the train operations,
passenger safety and image of the Railways.

« Application should be addressed and can be submitted to
Station Superintendent at station by the applicant till 15:00
hrs of 22.02.2024, which will be opened on same day.

« Station Superintendent will make priority roster of all
approved participants and priority will be established
through a draw of lots conducted at the station in the
presence of all approved applicants by the Station Manager
/Sectional CMI and nominated Finance representative.

« The One Station One Product scheme shall be govemed
by Railway Board's Commercial Circular No. 12 of 2022 and
09 of 2023 respectively available at website:www.indian
railways.gov.in & URL: https://indianrailways.gov.in/railway
board/uploads/directorate/traffic_comm/Comm_Cir 2022/
OS0P%20Policy.pdf &https:/findianrailways.gov.in/
railwayboard/uploads/directorate/traffic_comm/Comm_Cir
_2023/CC%20%2009%2001% 202023, pdf

« For any queries applicant may contact Station
Superintendent or CM| of the respective stations. 54612024

Serving Customers With A Smile
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TMC vs BJP in Bengal: what is happening in Sandeshkhali?

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 21

FOR A month and a half, a small island in the
Sundarban delta in West Bengal’s North 24-
Parganas district has been at the centre of BJP-
TMC politics in the state. Here’s what has
been happening in Sandeshkhali village, and
the larger Sandeshkhali-I block of the district.

An ED raid and an absconding

Trinamool strongman

On January 5, a team of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) went to Sand-
eshkhali-I to raid the home of
Sheikh Shahjahan, alocal strong-
man and Trinamool Congress
(TMC)leader, in connection with

e

On February 8, some local women carry-
ing brooms and sticks blocked the main road
in Sandeshkhali and demanded the immedi-
ate arrest of Shahjahan and his two aides, Shiba
Prasad Hazra and Uttam Sardar, whom they
accused of sexual abuse and harassment.

“They would pull my sari and touch me
inappropriately. I kept quiet because I knew
what would happen if | protested,” one of
these women told The Indian Express.

The next day, women protesters attacked
Hazra’s properties and set fire to his poultry
farm which they said had been set up on il-
legally grabbed land.

Political economy of

a Sundarban island

How did Shahjahan and his
men come to run their alleged

the ongoing investigation into alleged irregu-
larities in the state’s public distribution system.

Shahjahan’s supporters attacked the ED
team and injured three officials. They also
helped Shahjahan escape.

Allegations of sexual abuse and
land-grab against TMC leaders

reign of terror in Sandeshkhali?
Sandeshkhali is one among the hundreds
of islands in the Sundarban delta, where the
Ganga-Meghna-Brahmaputra system falls
into the Bay of Bengal. It is surrounded by a
web of tidal waterways, rivers, canals, and
creeks lined with mangrove patches. The is-
land’s water ecosystem is rich in nutrients,

(EXPLAINED [SIL:L\

INCANADAPARLIAMENT: WHY OPPN
LEADER DEMANDED TOKNOW "WTFY

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

CANADA'S LEADER of Opposition Pierre
Poilievre said in Parliament on Wedn-
esday that the government paid $258
million over several years to a small com-
pany. The firm was involved, among other
contracts, in creating an app for safe travel
during the Covid-19 pandemic, as per a
report by the country’s Auditor General.

Targeting Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, Poilievre said: “One ArriveCAN
company (referring to the company that
was asked to build the app) received a
quarter of a billion dollars in contracts.
Let’s get this straight, this is a company
with four employees, headquartered in
the basement of a tiny cottage. They got
IT contracts even though they admit they
do no IT work. A quarter of a billion dol-
lars? WTF!”

When Speaker Greg Fergus asked
Poilievre to not use unparliamentary lan-
guage, hereplied: “Where’s The Funds?”

The Opposition leader also said that
the company, GC Services, had begun to
receive government contracts soon after
Trudeau became Prime Minister. Cana-
dian media have reported that GC Services
won approximately 140 Canadian federal
government contracts worth a total $258
million (aboutRs 1,585 crore) since 2015,
the year Trudeau came to power.

What are the irregularities?

On November 2, 2022, the Canadian
House of Commons passed a motion for
the AG to conduct a performance audit of
the entire process. The report that came
out this month said: “Overall, the Canada
Border Services Agency, the Public Health
Agency of Canada, and Public Services
and Procurement Canada repeatedly
failed to follow good management prac-
tices in the contracting, development,
and implementation of the ArriveCAN
application.”

Conservative Party of Canada leader
Pierre Poilievre in Ottawa. Reuters

AG Karen Hogan said: “Government
organisations needed to be flexible and
fast in responding to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, but they still needed to document
their decisions and demonstrate the pru-
dent use of public funds. In this audit, we
found disappointing failures and omis-
sions everywhere we looked.”

On the matter of awarding contracts
for developing the app, she said, “We saw
little documentation to support how and
why the Canada Border Services Agency
initially awarded GC Strategies the
ArriveCAN contract through a non-com-
petitive process. Only one potential con-
tractor submitted a proposal, and that pro-
posal did not come from GC Strategies.”

How has Trudeau govt responded?

Trudeau said in Parliament, “The
Auditor General has highlighted some
very concerning questions that need to
be answered.”

He said during the pandemic, the gov-
ernment “did everything it could to keep
Canadians safe and protected”, but “even
in the most trying times perhaps, espe-
cially in the most trying times, all the
rules need to be followed in this case.” He
said they would support authorities in
following up onirregular contracting and
potential “breaking of the rules”.

Drishti IAS &

General Studies Foundation Batch

(Prelims + Mains) | (Along with Free Online Facility)

Offline Batch

< 8010 440 440 Or Visit Our Karol Bagh Centre at 21, Pusa Road, Delhi

Admissions Open
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SANDESHKHALI ‘s

Kolagachhia River

and ideal for farming fish.

The 2011 Census recorded about 49%
Hindus, 30% Muslims, and 15% Christians in
Sandeshkhali-I block. Around 30% of the
non-Muslim population were Scheduled
Castes (SC) and 26% Scheduled Tribes (ST).
Sandeshkhali island itself is mostly inhab-
ited by SC and ST farmers and fisherfolk.

Once the heartland of the Tebhaga move-

ment (1946-47)that saw peasants agitate for
a blgger share of the agricultural output,
Sandeshkhali was a CPI(M) stronghold till
about the 2010s. The CPI(M)-led Left Front
government gave land pattas (titles) toitsin-
habitants, many of whom had migrated from
East Bengal following Partition, and enjoyed
their unwavering support in return.

Things changed after the Left’s defeat in
2011.By 2016, the TMCwas the dominant force
inthe area. The significant Muslim population
in Sandeshkhali was a major TMC vote bank.
Sheikh Shahjahan joined the party in 2013.

Asthe district’'s matsya karmadhakshya (in
charge of fisheries development), Shahjahan,
along with his henchmen, all of whom were
patronised by the ruling party, allegedly began
to grab the lands of farmers to convert them
into lucrative fish farms. Those who resisted
were allegedly targeted, while those who gave
in did not receive fair compensation.

As things came to a head, the

politicians moved in

The long simmering anger against
Shahjahan and his goons bubbled over after
the failure of the police in apprehending him.

After Hazra’s farm was set ablaze, police im-
posed prohibitory orders, and several women
allegedly received threats from TMC goons.
The police, who have arrested Sardar and
Hazra but not Shahjahan, initially denied al-
legations that the women were raped, but
later filed cases againstlocal TMCleaders. The
BJP, smelling a strong political opportunity
ahead of elections, moved in aggressively.
Governor C V Ananda Bose visited Sand-
eshkhali on February 12, described the situa-
tionas “ghastly, shocking, and shattering”,and
announced that the “doors of Raj Bhavan are
open for victimised women who can come and
stay here”. He submitted areport to the Union
Home Ministry and called for a judicial inquiry.
Leader of Opposition Suvendu Adhikari vis-
ited on Tuesday and said there was “no democ-
racy” there. CPI(M) veteran Brinda Karat vis-
ited too, and said local TMC leaders were
running a “reign of terror” in Sandeshkhali.
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee told the
state Assembly on February 15 that the BJP
had “brought in” people to “instigate” vio-
lence in Sandeshkhali,and had “fabricated an
adivasi(ST) versus minorities (Muslim) fight”.
“It is not new. The RSS has a base there.

LAW

There were communal riots there seven-eight
years ago. We handled the situation firmly
during Saraswati Puja, because they had other
plans... Asinister design is at play,” she said.

Meanwhile, Calcutta High Court on Tues-
day expressed surprise that “the personwhois
said to be the core of the problem (Shahjahan)
could not be apprehended till date”.

‘Khalistani’ controversy: a new
escalation in Sandeshkhali

On Monday, a Sikh IPS officer was al-
legedly called “Khalistani” by Adhikari. The
officer, SSP (IB) Jaspreet Singh, was part of a
police contingent that had stopped BJP work-
ers and leaders from entering Sandeshkhali.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee “vehe-
mently condemned” the BJP’s “divisive pol-
itics” and “attempt to undermine the reputa-
tion of our Sikh brothers & sisters”, and
vowed to protect “Bengal’s social harmony”.
The West Bengal Police issued a statement
expressing outrage against the alleged slur
used by Adhikari, and said Singh was “both a
proud Sikh and a capable police officer who
was trying to enforce the law”.

Adhikari has denied using the slur.

Fali in court: 9 notable cases

In his 75-year career, Fali S Nariman played a crucial role in a number of landmark cases — from the
collegium system of appointing judges to the Cauvery water dispute between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

EMINENT JURIST and Senior Advocate Fali S
Nariman passed away on Wednesday. He
was 95 years old. His career as a lawyer
spanned more than 75 years, with the last
half-century spent as a Senior Advocate at
the Supreme Court of India. During this time,
he left an imprint on the law and the legal
profession in a vast array of landmark cases.

THE SECOND JUDGES CASE:

Establishment of the Supreme Court
collegium system

In 1981, a five-judge Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court gave the Centre the fi-
nal say in judicial appointments and trans-
fers. The court did this by allowing the
President to refuse recommendations made
by the Chief Justice of India (CJI). The apex
court held that the requirement under Article
124 of the Constitution — that the CJI must
be “consulted” — means there must be an
exchange of views between the CJI and the
President. There is, however, no necessity for
“concurrence” between them.

The Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association (SCAORA) challenged the decision
in 1987. It was represented by Senior Advocate
Nariman among others. Nariman argued that
“consultation” in the context of judicial ap-
pointments means more than merely seek-
ing advice. Instead, it must be seen as binding,
to protect judicial independence.

In 1993, the nine-judge Bench agreed with
his arguments and established the Supreme
Court collegium system, still in place.

THE THIRD JUDGES CASE: (JI must

consult other SC judges before making
recommendations for judicial appointments

In 1998, President KR Narayanan sought
aclarification from the Supreme Court on the
procedure for appointment of judges by issu-
ing Presidential Reference under Article 143
of the Constitution.

Nariman made submissions to assist the
court in the case. The Supreme Court clari-
fied that the CJImust consult other judges of
the top court before making any recommen-
dations for judicial appointments. It also ex-
panded the size of the collegium to five sen-
ior-most judges from the existing three.

THE NJAC CASE: SC struck down the
NJAC Act as ‘unconstitutional and void’

How the new ‘hand baggage-only’

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 21

AIRINDIA Express has launched ‘cabin bag-
gage-only’ fares, a fresh attempt after years
by an Indian carrier to unbundle the check-
inbaggage service for lower fare categories.

‘Zero baggage’ or ‘no check-in baggage’
fares are offered by several low-cost carriers
in North America, Europe, and Southeast
Asia. But these fares never took off in India
due to a combination of factors, including
regulatory constraints that would have
blunted their competitive edge.

While a regulatory limitation that effec-
tively capped the additional charge for check-
in luggage at Rs 200 for the standard 15-kg
allowance was removed in 2021, airlines
chose to wait and watch. Indian consumers
were seen as habituated to the luggage al-
lowance, and the carriers saw a gradual
change of habit as a prerequisite for ‘no

epaper ne 55.com
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check-inbaggage’ fares to become the norm.

But the introduction of this fare category
by Air India Express could now nudge other
Indian airlines, particularly no-frills carri-
ers such as IndiGo, Akasa Air, and Spicejet,
to follow suit, which, industry experts be-
lieve could significantly change the struc-
ture of airfares in India going forward.

How will Air India Express’s new fare
category work?

Air India Express on Tuesday announced
“Xpress Lite fares”, which are essentially
‘zero check-in baggage’ fares that the airline
says will be lower than regular fares (which
include a free check-in baggage allowance).

To sweeten the deal, Air India Express is
offering 3 kg complimentary cabin baggage
allowance in addition to the regulation 7 kg,
taking the total allowance to 10 kg.

Those who book tickets at Xpress Lite
fares have the option of separately pre-
booking check-in baggage allowance at

“significantly discounted rates”. Passengers
canalso buy check-in baggage allowance at
the airport, but it might cost them more.
The Xpress Lite fare is available only on
the airline’s website and mobile app for now.
“The launch of Xpress Lite fares heralds
what we hope will be a new way to fly in
India, extending a proposition
already popular amongst fly-
ersacross the world, including
international airlines flying to

AVIATION

Nariman spent 50 years as a Senior Advocate at the Supreme Court. Tashi Tobgyal

Nariman also appeared in the case of
Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Ass-
ociation v. Union of India that challenged the
National Judicial Appointment Commission
Act, 2014 (NJAC). The NJAC amended the
Constitution to insert Article 124A, which
created a six-person commission for judicial
appointments. The commission would com-
prise the CJI, two other senior Supreme Court
Judges, the Union Minister of Law and Justice,
and two “eminent persons” who would be
nominated by a committee comprising the
dJI, Prime Minister and Leader of Opposition.

Nariman argued that the NJAC would im-
pinge upon judicial independence if the cen-
tral government and the legislature were al-
lowed to participate in the selection and
appointment of judges. In 2015, the court
struck down the NJAC Act.

THE GOLAKNATH CASE: SCruled
that Parliament can’t curtail
fundamental rights
In the 1967 Golaknath v. State of Punjab
case, two brothers challenged the 17th
Amendment of the Constitution, which di-
luted the right to property. The amendment
did so by modifying Article 31A, that deals
with the acquisition of estates and can be
found in the fundamental rights chapter.
Nariman appeared on behalf of the inter-
venors who supported the petitioners. They
argued that Parliament’s power to amend
the Constitution under Article 368 did not
include Articles contained in the fundamen-
tal rights chapter. The Bench agreed, pointing

out that Article 13(2) states that Parliament
cannot make a law that infringes upon fun-
damental rights.

THE UNION CARBIDE CASE:

Compensation worth $470 million paid
to Bhopal gas tragedy victims

In December 1984, toxic chemicals
leaked from a Union Carbide-owned pesti-
cide plant in Bhopal, killing thousands of
people and causing wide-scale environmen-
tal damages. The Supreme Court began hear-
ing the case for compensation to the victims
in 1988. Nariman appeared for Union
Carbide and offered to pay $426 million as
compensation. Next year, the company
reached a settlement with the Centre and
agreed to pay $470 million.

THE TMA PAI FOUNDATION CASE:
Minorities have the right to establish and
administer education institutions

In the TMA Pai Foundation v. State of
Karnataka case, Nariman argued in support
of the rights of minorities to establish and
administer educational institutions under
Article 30(1) of the Constitution.

In2002, the SCheld that linguisticand re-
ligious minorities have to be determined on
a state-by-state basis and the government has
the power to frame regulations which will
apply to minority-run educational institu-
tions. The court, however, clarified that these
regulations cannot “destroy the minority
character of the institution or make the right
to establish and administer a mere illusion”.

THE ARUNACHAL POLITICAL CRISIS

CASE: Governor to act upon aid and
advice of the council of ministers, CM

In 2016, the SC was tasked with navigat-
ing the political crisis in Arunachal Pradesh,
following the rebellion of 21 Congress MLAs
the previous year. Governor Jyoti Prasad
Rajkhowa advanced the Assembly session so
a floor test could be conducted.

Nariman appeared in the case — Nabam
Rebia, and Bamang Felix v. Deputy Speaker —
on behalf of the house whip Bamang Felix.
He argued that the governor did not have the
power to advance the Assembly session as it
could only be done upon the aid and advice of
the council of ministers and the chief minis-
ter. The court agreed and restored the
Congress government led by CM Nabam Tuki.

THE JAYALALITHAA CORRUPTION
CASE: Bail for the former CM

A Bengaluru Sessions Court in Septem-
ber 2014 found that former Tamil Nadu CM
Jayalalithaa had acquired property dispro-
portionate to her known income. The court
sentenced Jayalalithaa to four years of jail and
imposed a Rs 100 crore fine The sentence
was upheld by the Karnataka HC, leading to
anappeal at the Supreme Court. Nariman ap-
peared on behalf of Jayalalithaa. He con-
vinced the court to grant her bail against ex-
ecuting the fine and suspend the sentence
passed by the Bengaluru court.

CAUVERY WATER DISPUTE CASE:
On questions of federalism

From river-water disputes Tribunal to the
Supreme Court, Nariman represented
Karnataka for over 30 years in the Cauvery
water-sharing dispute with Tamil Nadu. In
2016, the Supreme Court ordered Karnataka
to release 6,000 cusecs (cubic feet per sec-
ond) of water from September 21 to
September 27. Nariman skillfully negotiated
several interim orders for Karnataka on the
quantum of water to be released to Tamil
Nadu. Even as tensions rose before every
hearing, Nariman ensured that Karnataka
complied with the court’s orders.

In the final judgement, passed in
February 2018, the apex court took note of
Nariman’s stand on the issue. It observed:
“We think it necessary to state here that Mr.
Nariman had courageously lived upto the
highest tradition of the Bar”. The court then
reduced Karnataka’s annual water releases
to 177.25 thousand million cubic feet (TMC)
from 192 TMC.

ares of Air India Express will work

binations of individual offerings, instead of a
single, all-inclusive offering.

Simply put, unbundling is the selling of
the basic product and all its bells and whis-
tles separately, allowing the buyer to choose
only the add-ons that she needs, rather than
forcing her to buy a uniform product that
costs more.

By delinking baggage and
in-flight food and beverage
services from air fares, airlines

and from India,” Ankur Garg,
Chief Commercial Officer at Air India Express,
said.

How does the unbundling of fares
benefit airlines?

In theory, unbundling refers to dividing
the product or service into multiple compo-
nents, and selling each component at a differ-
ent price. The idea is to stratify the market
and appeal to price-sensitive consumers by
offering more choices in terms of more com-

can maximise profits while at-
tracting passengers who are willing to forego
such services in order to fly for somewhat
cheaper. Besides price-sensitive customers,
such fares also suit corporate travellers on
short work trips.

Lower luggage loads also help the airlines
save on fuel costs. They can, in addition, use
the available space in the cargo hold to gener-
ate ancillary revenue by hauling goods.

Unbundling is an established strategy
among (mainly low-cost) airlines globally.

Over the past few years, the success of low-
cost airlines globally has nudged several full-
service carriers in non-Indian markets to
adopt the unbundling strategy. This allows
them to keep basic airfares at levels that are
comparable to those of alow-cost carrier, thus
attracting price-sensitive flyers who may oth-
erwise noteven consider a full-service airline.
Interestingly though, a number of low-
cost carriers that earlier offered only unbun-
dled fares, have started offering bundled fares
with inclusions like check-in baggage al-
lowance and meals in order to attract pas-
sengers who may be less price-sensitive
while looking for some extra comforts.

What s the history of ‘cabin baggage-
only’ fares in India?

Several foreign carriers flying to and
from India have been offering stripped-
down airfares without any check-in al-
lowance for years now. Indian carriers did
try this model — but they could not make it

commercially lucrative either for them-
selves or for their passengers due to limits
imposed on check-in baggage charges by
India’s aviation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

In 2016, DGCA allowed ‘cabin baggage-
only’ fares, but said airlines could charge only
the “amount of incentive offered compared
to lowest fare” to passengers who booked
hand baggage-only fares, but had turned up
at the airport with check-in luggage. As the
maximum incentive for zero check-in bag-
gage airfares was Rs 200, the maximum air-
lines could charge for check-in baggage for
such fares was also Rs 200 (up to 15 kg).

Industry insiders said the low cap im-
posed by DGCA did not allow airlines to
commercially exploit the unbundling op-
tion, and even after DGCA finally allowed
the unbundling of services without a cap
on charges for check-in luggage, no Indian
carrier — until Air India Express now — an-
nounced ‘cabin baggage-only’ fares.
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
Invitation of tender through E-tendering (e-Procurement Systems)

NIT Mo. : B-SEFile-220307 Tender

e —

'-""' h'.nh'\.-w.

= NORTHERN RAILWAY
Aot TENDER NOTICE mﬁm

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)
M.LT. Mo 4923-24°WE

TeEETET it FEm = & R o

Mame of Work and its location : Tender for "Works contract for Provision of tasting
of firg properties of fumishing malesial of LHB coachas as par scope of work,”
Approx. Cost of work @ Rs, 14,53.050,00/- including GST

(Rs. Fourtean Lakh Fifty- Three Thousand Fifty anly)

Earnest Money : Rs. 25, 100.00/-

Completion period of work . 12 manths of date of axecubion of work

Mame of work with its locatlon: (A1 Heavy repairs to roof, wall plaster, replacement
al delericrated doors, windows and clher allied works in conmechan wilth shilting of i AT A |

AT 30 AETHE-a (THfre), el soe-uas
Fowo oy enBEres R wftrszo
afaraTars | website: https:lonlineupside.com

STEAEETESIoT i—ﬂf&n‘r FXEASTT
s fHe= Tt 7 Rt st S50 "ih-ll'“r.—|

ﬁ THMT OF ARE TR=T | ."l T/ AL
b ) W e o B TR B | B

NORTHERN RAILWAY P ome—
CORRIGENDUM et hotsan
Ref: i) Tender Notice No. 81/2023-2024 dated 05.01.2024 S.No.13

ii) Tender No. 07235090 due on 01.03.2024

In reference to above tender. the due date of opening of tender no.
07235090 has been extended from 01.03.2024 to 20.03.2024. All other

TR O] T
GE=zA oy e W e ']"I w'-"""i"l

record rnoom in old TA office al DKZ including electrical works in the section of my

SSEMIDEZ - under ADEME-1Y
Approx. coslof work: [A)Rs 34,64 244 45

Cost of Tender document on cashiby post : NIL
Date and Time for su bmm:in-n of tenaev and apening of tender

Lo 11,00

Wahsrta partlr.ulars notice board I-I:H:ahnn :umplata datails of tender can be
seen : Above tender avallable on IREPS site |.e, www.ireps.gov.in

No.: G-5EFile-229307Tender Dated: 21.02.2024 S6472024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

EMD Amount: (0) s, 1,69, 300.00

Completion period of work: (A) 04 Months 2,

Date and Time for submission of tender and opening of tender: Closing date of

s g ) e Ty e terms and conditions remain unchangad,
TR 1_5 -55 = -. —= ”ﬁ_ﬁ__'q_T: The comigendumn has been published on website www.ireps.gowv.in
| of Miscallanaous (Eéail Warks at e T T R R SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE -EEWE‘
I.A, Pilkhani Distt:-Sabharanpur
Annual Bepair and Maintenanca 24.95 | fiswm 0804 W | FHowE
o Miscellanats Civd Works at it ul COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
L4, Begraipur Disti- Muzaffemagar JAWAHARLAL NEHRU KRISHI VISHWA VIDYALAYA,
- Jahalpur -482004 (M. P]

tenderon 12.03. 2024 at 15:0 Hrs.

Website particular notice board location complete detalls of tender can be
sean and address of the office from where the tender form can be purchased
etc.: Above tender available onwebsite i.e. wew.ireps.gov.in

FFT EET 1 AT FErn oo a0

GUVERNMENT UF UDISHA, "e"-PRUCURENMENT NOUTICE
WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail- ceworldbankprojects @gmail.com

Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 577 2023-24

1. The Chief Engineer (Bridges) World Bank Project, Odisha on
behalf of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bid in double
cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for
construction of Road & Bridge work as detailed below :

Nature of work
No. of work

Bridge work

02 nos.

Rs. 10,000.00 (on-line)

A/ Special Class Contractor

From 10.00 AM of 19.02.2024 to 5.00
PM of 06.03.2024

Date of opening of Bid Dt. 07.03.2024 at 11.30 AM

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details
can be seen from the website : https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any
addendum / corrigendum/ cancellation-oftender-can-atsobe-seen in the
said website.

Tender cost
Class of Contractor

o ok wb

Available of bid document in
the website

Sd/- Engineer-in-Chief

(I/C) Chief Engineer (Bridges), WBP,
Odisha, Bhubaneswar
(OIPR-34174/11/0006/2324)

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE
E_Mail ID: serw_balasore@yahoo.in
Ph-No-06782/260318
"e" Procurement Notice for Building Work
Identification No.- Online Tender- Building N.C.B. No. 82 of 2023-24
Letter No. 763/WE Date. 16.02.2024

(é OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONMITRUCTION ENGINEER
& ol

0-2563

1. Name of the work :- Building works.
2. Total No. of work :- As per annexure
3. Estimated Cost :- As per annexure
4. Eligible Class of Contractor :- As per annexure
5. Period of Completion :- As per annexure)
6. Other details -
Fl ocurcmont B;l; Avaiia'uﬂit_y U;‘ TCII\;C[ on Labl d‘ll: & i‘l‘llﬁ & T;lllc Uf Gpcu;ug Uf
Officer Identification line for bidding Time of Tender in O/O S.E.R.W.
No. seeking Circle, Balasore
Tender
From To Clarification |~ Techmical Bid 7 Financial Bid

Chief Construction NEB +21.02:2024+28.02.2024 28.02.2024—+—29.02.2024 ‘Will-be——

Engineer, Rural No.- 82 at up to up to at intimated later

Works Circle, of 11.00 AM 5.00 P.M. 1.00 P.M. 11.00 A.M.

Balasore 2023-24

Mo.: 128-WIZ60/0ETIZ3-Z4/WENIT/48 Dated: 16.02.2024 35624

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

1100 T F TS 200022004 1 HT 0500 &4
G 1o | e B A T A 1 e e W o | e e el G R ol e B
T pacno T T ST 20 S SR w9 W w e
Al : 4. FfeE rar s Pl 8 e w9 afEa 23 s w0 Ao amm 3§ 2
i | 2. il sl R aeee aeee htlpsVonlineupside. com o e
Tt e @ website: https:letender.up.nic.in ™ 358

an mpregs (i), Feir sor-ras, sescmmostefiemm, mrimmng |

Tender No. : Dated. 21.02.2024

E-tender |nvited for the supply of equipment Nuclear
Magnetic Resonance (NMR) from manufacturers/authorized
dealers/distributors/importers, etc for details, visit

¥ e i = el A

i s |

M= NORTHERN RAILWAY

azadi 2 i
iy e-Tender Notice

ar Divisional Electrical EngingenTracion Distribulion, DREM's Office, Slale Entry
Road, Mew Dedhl for & on behalf of President of India, Invites open e-tendar for the
undear nofed work:

T ¥, 197 / M-6-ED-Il / 30

Provision of 25 KMZ3I0D W, 10 KWA,
Mxdiary Transtarmes inconnectan with

Name of waork with its location Provigion of Automatic signalling

feries: 21.02.2024

§-31f srerereia fAfer g

www.nkvv.org and https:/imptendrs.gov.in/nicgepl/app.

Dean
College of Agriculture

IPRO/3&n/2024/25 JNKVV, Jabalpur

GUOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

between DLI-RE Section of Delhi

E-Temder Bid Submizssion
End Date & E-Tender ﬂpan Date & Time

Fund Allocation

Website particulars where complete
details of tender documents can be Seen

18.03.2024 (15.00 hrs)

20336203

wiwwi_lrepa. gov.in

Fratey # Et = T &)

MR BT Avaen fAww dre-n, mbemmare #

i i 0-2570
PP R,y Sveea # 0a 71 o8 s # 02 T g 04 T RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA- JAJPUR.
Earnest Money Deposit Rs.1.56.4000- firgor o orowed afegn e @ Pl e AT-CHANDIKHOL, PO-SUNGUDA, JAJPUR -754024,
0d 03 2024 (00 00 Hrs ) o 1803, 2024 'EFHT' ﬂ g—ﬂﬁ m i IIH A Il EIEI ﬂ m L _'ﬂ ﬁi Email- serw kpd@yahoo.com
E-Tender Bid Online Submission period [1I5.IZ||'_“| Hra.} ' =ae fos Wl & aorig g-deeEe ;q‘j@ﬁ BT fwris -

06.03.2024 T WEl WM ¥ fraw ¥ wd gftwg @y | No. Tender Onfine RCK- 07/24
JAHIEE www.upavp.com Ud Upardodio o dEwEe
https:fletender.up.nic.in Tu7 et afrasan, faega
Twrg-Ed, J0W0 smae vE e ohwes, mhiramEe ®

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

Letter No.- 1157 Date:- 19/02/24)

e-Procurement NOTICE

E-Tender No.: 41A-TRD-NDLS-2023-24 Dated : 20.02.2024 881/2024

serving Customers With A Smile

GOVERNMENT OF
ARUNACHAL PRADESH
WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

DEPRTMENT ITANAGAR

Ph. 0360-2292137 e-mail:ar.womenchild@gmail.com
No. DWCD-14/4/2021|C-11400] Dated Itanagar, the 20 Feb, 2024

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Online Tender (IN TWO BID, 1ie. TECHNICAL AND
PRICE/FINANCIAL BID SEPARATELY) are invited from the manufacturers of}
repute with past experience in the field and sound financial capability for supply

1-'.!

1. Name of the work ;- Tender for the Road & Bridge works in the Dist. of Kendrapara-Jajpur.
2. Class of Contractor ;- As specified in the Column-6 of the Annexure.
Jniterr AR {ml'l Iﬁ]} 3. Time of Completion :-  As specified in the Column-7 of the Annexure.
4. Detail Projects ;- As per Annexure attached
5. Other Details :-
Procurement —1— Bid—Availability of tender; Last Date & Time- Date & Time of B
Officer Identification on-line for bidding | of seeking Tender opening of tender
No. - From To Clarification  |Fechnical BidFinancial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Cilin CUllbll uuiuu TCUL‘IUI Olllill ,‘A.OH.NGA‘I‘ 1 1 UJ U ‘I‘ 11032024 12032024 TU iJC
Engineer, Rural RCK - 07/24 at to up to at intimated
Works Circle, 11.00 AM. 05.00 PM. 02.00 PM. 11.30 A.M. later
Kendrapara-Jajpur
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd/- (S.N. Parida)

of Ready to Eat (RTE) food items. The details are as under:
SI. No.

Name o1 1tem lentative Lstimated cost

Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/-

Sd./- Er.N.V.Harihar Rao

Chief Construction Engineer

R.W. Circle, Balasore.

OIPR- 25105/11/0106/2324

NORTHERN RAILWAY S
E-AUCTION NOTICE oo .

Mo, 3PUBATM/DLI-DIV/E-auction/2022 Dated: 21,02.2024
S Divisional Commercial ManagenP3, Morthern Rallsay Delhl Divisson Invites bids
throwgh e-Auction through IREPS (http: lireps . gowind) for the alledmant of Autarmaled
Teller Machine/Cigital Bankig Unit Contracts and Advertisement throwgh Water
tanks, al following Rallway stationsiocations:.

E-Catalegue | Date & Tima

hio. of badding Raitway Slatons/Localions/Siles

DLI-ATH- (08.03.2024 |Vivek Vibar (WVWE)-1, Tilak Bridge (TKJ} 2 Sites), Shivaji
02-2024 at 10,00 |Bridge (C5B)-2 Site, Samar Gopalpur (SMER-1, Kinana (KIUY
Hrs -1, Julana (JMA)-1, Karainthi (KHW-1, Milokher {(MLER)- 1

LL=-ALAT | OOk 206 | Waler Tanks - (Chelside Delbl Arga)- 33 Lols
-04-2024 (at 10:00 Hrs

Websie particulars where complete details of
E-Auction can be =2an

hitps:llireps.gov.in

All contractors who intend to participate in the e-auctions conductad through E-
Auction Leasing module of IREPS should fulfil following mandatory
requirements before they can submit their bids:

« Reglstration on IREPS for E-Auction Leasing module -Active IREPS Liser Account
for E-Auction Leasing Module, « Payment of One Time Registration Fee, Current
Account In State Bank af India; Integraton af SBI Bank Account with IREPS Acoount:
L iy P.1;!uhi|'|$ of Funds: Updation of Tuinover Delalz « A few mechanism |'|:arr'|¢l:|r
Virlual Account Nurmber r'-.-':"J-N] has been mbroduced now for E Auchon Leasing
madule, which can be used by he bidders as an allernative to Lien Marking
Mechanism, Tha bidders ara free (o swilch bedwaen Len Marking Mechanism, (if
activated ) and VBN machanism al any poinl of time, before enterning the bidding room

01T Rice and Pulse Based Energy Food (RTE)

fortified with minerals and vitamins. 1000.00 lakhs (subjected to variation

02 |Kheer (Ready to Eat) as energy dense depending on availability of fund and
food fortified with minerals and vitamins.

number of beneficiaries

03— Puffed Rice Fortitied with minerals and
Vitamins

The details of tender documents along with other relevant details can be
downloaded from website http://www.arunachaltenders.gov.in. The cost of]
tender form is Rs 2,500/- (Rupees two thousand five hundred)only.

The Tender document can be downloaded from
http://www.arunachaltenders.gov.in. Submission of tender will start from
23/02/2024 and the last date of submission of tender is 14/03/2024 up to 4.00
P.M. No tender beyond the last date of submission i.e. 14/03/2024 from 4 P.M
shall be entertained under any circumstances. The date of opening of Technical
Bid of tender 1s on 15/03/2024 at 11.00 AM in the Directorate of Women & Child
Development, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, C-Sector, Itanagar - 791 111,
The Tenderer or his authorized representative may be present during opening of]
tender. Financial Bid(s) of those tenderers qualified in Technical Bid shall only be
opened. The date of opening of Financial Bid(s) shall be informed on above
website within one week after opening of technical bid. For any other details may
access at the above website.

Chief Construction Engineer

OIPR-25129/11/0067/2324 Rural Works Circle, Kendrapara-Jajpur

] =
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g 1
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NIT No. lg'fF"IL.l PMC/2023-24
VERY SHORT TENDER

Patna Municipal Corporation invites anline bids through www.eproc?. bihargowin for
f-:lllmulng works from the bidders Fulﬁlllngell_g,lhllltl,.' criteria's.

' T Cost of Tender 1 EMD
5L [Kon-Refundable) |Paid Through
Marme of Work ; : .
M {Faid Through www.eproc2 bihar.gow. inj
- | wrw.eprocd. bihargov. in) |
1 Supply of different types of ivems for 20
locationsof Rain Basera under Under Patna Res. 100007 A=, 1.00.000)

Municipal Corporation Area,

In case of Bank Guarantee, EMD shall I::-E pavable in favour of * Muﬂrclpai Commissicner,

Patna Municipal Corporation” payable at Patna.
Key Dates:
Start of online bid/downloading of bid documents -
Last date of Online Bid Submission 04.03. 202451 15:00 Hrs,
Technical Bid Opening date : 05022024 at 16:00 Hrs.

The preferred agency/supplier would be selected through a single-stage one-part
competitive bidding process based on evaluation of financial bid The biddersis expected to submit

From 27.02.2024{10:00 Hrs.)

their proposal in accordance with the instruction provided in the bid docurment. Detailed bid
document in corporating instructions for submission of kids detail of items and their guantity amd
other relevant information's will be available on www.eproc? bihar.gowvin and www.pmc. bihar,
gow.in from bid start date.
Amendment/Corrigendum to NIT, if any weould be published on website

wiwrwl eproc? bihargowvinonly.

Patna Municipal Carporation

Maurya Lok Complex,

Buddha Marg, Patna, Bihar, B00 001
Wowww, prme. bihargowin

Email id-pmepiudl@gmail.com/

M:+91 9159619166
For further details please visit ;. www,state bihar.gov.infprdbihar
PR-017774 (B & C) 2023-24

Executive Engineer, PIU-01
Patna Municipal Corporation

91 ¥ 994 1 & U & SU9R, §¢ 9dhcd 3R IRIR 9 IR

;-.-'.-'-"E.IN rr_ﬁl:haniam -;juars nol r-'=1*'~1u1r4.; L Llil::'dl'.-!;-‘.l:l e 2 -:{;EJI_rlrenl el:::-i_t:-un;in E:u:e Elal'{t af

ndia. The usars are fres io transfer monay from any of their existing bank accounds in )

any bank o their WAk account. which enables them to pH.-“c“'_:.atB in IREPS E- Sd/— Mimum Ta en IAS No. BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE EMD (APPROX. THE BOARD CER/CONTACT

Auctions. » Contraciors wiho do not have IREPS account for any module of IREPS can y g’ CORP./AUTH (TIME) IN RUPEES CORP./AUTH| DETAILS/EMAIL

submit their online request for regisiration by clicking on Mew Vandors f Confraciors (E- 1 THE ROHTAK AS PER DNIT | https://etenders. :

Tendar /E-&uction Leasing) link on IREPS Home page Secretar CONSTRUGTION OF 22.02.2024 phr ‘nic.in ,01 262 276302_
CO OP MILK | CATTE SHED UNDER | 13.03.2024 Y vitarohtak@gmail

Ralkwvay Autharity o Divigional Railway Manager's Office, Commearcial Branch, . PRODUCERS| .- PROJECT SANJHI e '

contact, in case of any | State Entry Road, MNew Dalhi 110055, Email: Women and Child Development Department, UNION DAIRY AT VILLAGE eom

query publicitycelidlifgmail.com Tel: 011- 23743084 LIMITED KAHNI ( ROHTAK)

Sr.Divisional Commercial Manager?s| | DIPR/ARN/10296-98 Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh Itanagar. _ |
550/24 Morthern Raibway, Delhi Divislon o51096ry T OR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER RURAL WORKS CIRCLE BOLANGIR

e Procurement Notice

—o 1. Name of work :- | Construction of Road from MDR-39 (Pipilipali) to Retamunda road under CMRL
] in the district of Subarnapaur for the year 2023-24

= 1 (One) road work

9 (Nine) calendar months

Rs. 432.13 lakhs

Tender should be submitted online in www.tendersodisha.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS), PUBLIC WORKS
ROADS DEPARTMENT, ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03
No. CE/DEV/TB/278/2023-24/19
PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Re-Bid)

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3 invites Re-Bids on behalf of
Governor of Assam for 2 (Two) nos. of packages for Improvement of Roads under Mukhya Mantrij

CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Tamil Nadu)

(IS0 2001:2015 AND 150 14001:2015 CERTIFIED)
. ANNA SALAI, NANDANAM, CHENNAI - 600 D35,

Tender Notice
NIT No. CMRL/PHASE-IlISYS/CO-AFAD5/2024

Selection of Financial Institution (F|) for Issuance of National Common Mobility
Card (NCMC) and Acquiring Services for Chennai Metro

==

No. of work :-
Time for completion -
Approximate estimated cost .-
Mode of Submission of tender :-

YN

Other details are as follow -

National Competitive Bidding A(;aill?bilifty f_ (t;(f;}der Last Date & Date&?:negf opening Unnoto Pakipath Nirman Achani (MMUPPNA) under RIDF-XXIX of NABARD for the yea
e Procurement Bid n-line for bidding Time of Seekin of tender . . . . . .

CMRL invites digitally signed open e-tender through e-procurement portal from Officr | Identification No. Tender | I || |2023-24 in Cachar & Hailakandi Districts of Assam amounting to Rs. 22.06 Crores (approx.

reputed, experienced, financially sound, eligible applicants, who fulfill the From To Clarification |} "7 0% Financial Bid including GST etc. from approved & eligible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

qualification criteria as mentioned in the tender through National Competitive 1 z 3 4 5 6 7 Details may be seen from 22-02-2024 at website www.assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment

Bidding (NCB) under IS]ngIe Stage two Envelope (Technical & Financial) system Contf;fctﬁon Bﬁ;ﬁoé’; 12126_ 26'02'5024 u'?'tioﬂ 11'?';024 15'0;2024 flifn‘fj‘ffdviff lﬁt:: Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office
for the works as detailed below: Engineer 1H00AM. | S00PM. | S00PM. | 1100AM technically qualified f the undersiened during office h Th tractor/bidd tb istered with the Electroni
SELEETII}M nF El HAHEIAL IHST!TUT,D” {FI] EOR IESUA”EE 'D'F R,W,Circl:e, bidders 0 € 1.11'1 ersigne urimg OIiricc nours. € con .raC or/b1dder must be regis .ere W1 c ectroniqg
NATIONAL COMMON MOBILITY CARD (NCMC) AND ACQUIRING Bolangir lateron | Tendering System (ETS) of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

SERVICES FOR CHENNAI METRO. @ Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in Note: - N.IT Value is inclusive of GST (12%), Labour cess (1%) etc.

Pre-Bid MEEHHQ Date 27/03/2024 at 11.00 Hrs. ® Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender website only. Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD
Bid Submission End Date 15/05/2024 at 13.00 Hrs. Sd/- JANASANYOG/CF/5783/23/22-FEB-24 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3
Bid Opening Date 16/05/2024 at 15:00 Hrs. Chief Engineer,

OIPR-25118/11/0081/2324 R.W. Circle, Bolangir

For further details, please visit e-procurement website: http:/leprocure.gov.in/
eprocure/app

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Sd/- Commerce and Transport Department

Director (Systems & Operations)

Ideo @DISHA
,_,: File No. HO/P&C/T&E-E-1924/01/2022 5485 Dt.17.02.24 Hitivhies

- LA R L e ﬁ&ﬁ
WCA;;’ OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&C) L = 4
IDCO, IDCO TOWER, BHUBANESWAR. 0-2576

Bid Identification No. P&C/EST-3E-202/2023-24
(on behalf of Commerce & Transport Department, Govt. of Odisha)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER UNDER INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITIVE BIDING THROUGH e-Procurement

1. Name of the Work: Development, Operation and Maintenance of Green Field Sr
Jagannath International Airport on PPP mode near Sipasarubali, Puri District, Odisha for
Phase-I (4.6 million mppa capacity)

. Value of the Work: 2203,00,00,000 (Rupees Two Thousand Two Hun dred and Three
Crore), inclusive of IDC, inflation and GST for Phase-| (4.6 million mppa capacity)

3. Period of completion: 1095 (One thousand and ninety five) days

Ry |<:'-'|1':II‘I, iégﬂ. qeHl & EFFEI‘iEI SATYH Fafdodr garferendl @ 4. Availability of tender online for Bidding:
faff=1 gl wv aifw WU o S afEigl & DIfcar Ul 6T UHer oY |. Start Date: 18:00 Hours of dt. 21.02.2024

fean g 2, fd amdn & Website- www.pariksha.nic.in 3r2i1 Il. Pre-bid meeting (VC) at 11.30 AM on 15.03.2024
[ll. End date: 17:00 Hours of dt. 20.04.2024.

www.btsc.bih.nic.in 9% %37 A1 9T & |
FeRT I www.statﬂ.hihar.gnu.in,’prdbihar v o E‘.t@:[ o e [T -g, | IV. Opening date: 17:30 Hours of dt. 21.04.2024
Tender details can be seen from the e-procurement portal. www.tendersorissa.gov.in

? ﬁ Corrigendum or Addendum if any will not be published in newspapers and can be seen in

e-procurement portal as well as in IDCO website.
PR. No. 018055 (B & C) 2023-24 ﬁ'ﬂ'\' GCEICARG GTI'H}FT, L'

TeHad B WY faer, griga v av giar)

DIPRY 1149 Mender 2024

J\ (1 Date:....ceueeennnneee

ﬁEEHﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂTSﬂﬂ’laT.

Repair and Maintenance of Rural Roads Under PMGSY & Other Scheme
e-Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD Online - 65/2023-24

The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda on behalf of Odisha State Rural Road Agency
invites percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system for Repair/Maintenance of the Rural roads Constructed
under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the districts of Koraput, Malkangiri, Nabrangpur & Rayagada for
29 (Twenty Nine) number of packages with estimated cost totaling to Rs.31.51 Cr including maintenance for five
year from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD/MES / Railways. The registered bidder of
outside Odisha, can also participate in this process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registration with the
appropriate authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid submission, but prior to
signing of the contract Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement.dtd.23/02/2024.

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and should be
submitted online in http://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which
is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities. The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form and (c) original affidavit regarding
correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B (a) (ii) of ITB with Chief
Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda & Superintending Engineer / Executive Engineer of the
concerned Division, on a date not later than three working days after the opening of technical qualification part of the
Bid, either by registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared non- responsive.

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 14/03/2024 upto 5.00 PM

For further details please log on to_http://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in

19 BIfET I, Te1-800001

ch -006549(Ni.Ni)2020- 21 A
fasas1 Wo—04 /2020 ¥ 09 /2020 OF & HeH H |

Sd./-

Chief General Manager(P&C)
IDCO, Bhubaneswa
OIPR-14003/11-0411/232

Chief Engineer
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

OIPR- 25182/11/0069/2324

nmlss . Com
WS rs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly
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SHTETL]
EXTRAORDINARY
A—ll—wvg 3—39—E=vE (ji)
PART ll-Section 3 - Sub-section (i)
giferee | waifin
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

¢ faeel, Fewfoar, wwadl 15, 2024 /W9 26, 1945
NEW DELHI, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024/MAGHA 26, 1945

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
{Morthern Railway)
(CONSTRUCTION ORGANIZATION)
HNOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 15th February, 2024

5.0, T4{E}).—VWheraas, by the natification of the Government of india in the Ministry of Raibways, number. 3.0, 1620
(E), dated 31 March' 2023 issued under sub section (1) of the Section 20 A of the Railway Act 1989 {24 of 1959)
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government declared its infention to acguire the land specified in tha
Schadule annexed to the said natification for the purposa of eaxacution, maintenance, managamant and operation of tha
special Railway Project namely, Development of Freight and Coaching Terminal at Bijwasan in the state of Dethi.

And whareas, the substance of the sakd notification has been published In the daily local newspapers, namely Danik
Jagran & Indian Express dt. 14 3ept.2023 and revised gazette notification published on 10 October 2023, under sub
section (4) of secticn 20 Aof the said Act

And whereas, objection was recaived in this office vide diary no, 63758 dt. 27.08.2023, 67188 dt. 19102023 and
BT 1B dt. 19102023 same has bean dismissed by CALA vida order No. ADM/LACISWIZ023-24/855E dated 27 .01 2024,
And ocbjection received vide Diary Mo, 84154 dt. 22 12 2023, being time bared, was rejectad.

And whereas, pursuance of section (1) of 2ection 20-E of the said Act, the Competent Authosity has submitted its
repaort fo the Central Gont,

Mow therefore, upon receipt of the repart of the competent authority and in the exercize of the power conferred by sub
section (1) of secton 20-E of the said act the Cenfral Govi. hereby declares that the land specified in the schedule
annexed hereto shall ba acquired for tha aforesaid purposa.

And further in purseanca 1o sub section (2) af section 20-E of the said act the Central Gavi. heraby declares that on
publication of this notification in official gazette the land specified in the schedule annexed hereto shall vest absolutely in
the Central Government free from all encumbrances.

SCHEDULE

Erief description of the land to be acquired, with or without structure, falling within the District-South West of Delhi for

special Railway projact namely Development of Freight & Coaching Terminal af Bijwasan.

. 678]
MNo.678]

sl Name of Mame of Mame of Village/Hadbast Khasra Area to be acquired
MNo| District/State | District/State Mo /Musteel Mo. in E3igha-Biswa
1| District-South Kapashera Bharihal, 51024 4-16
2| Woest, Delhi 521472 1-10
3 5212611 0-6
4 Salian | 0
Total= 9-12 (08075 hectare)

[F. Ho. 190-W/Land/Misc/CSB-1{Kapasheda)

ﬁ =

wreTe arnaes firrars & Honours your trust

o] UCO BEANMK

Zonal Office : 75/4, Siddhi Sadan, Halsey Road Near Badshahi Naka Police Station, Kanpur - 208001

e=-mall : zokanpur.réec 51 ucobank.co.in

receam the secured assels
Mame & Address of
Borrower({s)/Guaranions)
and Name of Relaled Branch

Description of Property &
Possession Date
All that part and parcel of the property consists
of Land & Building Measuring 600.00 Sq Ft

"
% Borrower(s): Late Mr. Raj
Kumar S/o Mr. Valister

Details of Boundaries (As per Dead)

4. Akshay Rumar 5o Late | “posta. Gali, Weet: House of iy

Mr. Raj Kumar

7. Mr. Shankey Kumar Sio
Late Mr. Raj Kumar (minar)
All Resident Of Address -
1. Ambey MNagar Colony,
Deedamai Tehsil And Distt
Firozabad (up)- 283203,
Address-2: Ambey Magar
Shanti Road Gali Mo-02
Firozabad U.p.-283203

POSSESSION NOTICE (for iImmovable property) APPENDIX-IV [Rule — 8(1)]

Whereas, the undersigned being the Autharised officer of the UGO Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Aszets and Enforcement of Secunity Interest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and In exercize of powers conferred undes
section 3(12) resd with rule 3 of the Securty Inteneat (Enforcerment] Rules, 2002 issued Demand Molice dated [details
mentioned hare in below) calling upen the bamower(s Yguearantons) (dedads mentionad herein below] 1o repay the amount
mantioned n the nofice being (detais mentionad harsin below ) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the sexd natice

The barrowers)iguarantaris) having failed fo repay the amound, notice is hereby given ta the borower{ziouaranions)
and the public in genaral that the undersigned has Bken possassion of the property described berain below in exsnsss of
powers canferred on himfher under Saction13(4) of tha said Act read with Rule B of the said rukes on this [details
manlioned hare in balow) of the year (datails martionad hare in bakow). Tha barrowenslquarantors) in particular and the
public in general is hesaby cautionad nat to deal with e propesty and any dealings with the property will be subject 1o tha
charge of ihe UCO Bank, Firozabad (1028) for an amount of {details rmantioned harek below). The borrowar's, legal hes's
andfor quarantor's attertion ks invited to provisions of sub-section 8 of saction 13 of the act in rezpect of time availabie to

Balance 0/S (Rs.) &
Demand Notice Date
Rs. 8,36,390.17
(Rupees Eight Lac

Singh ({since Deceased)|(55.80 Square Meter) a5 per BahiNo 01, 2l [ Thirty Six Thousand

Through His Legal Heirs ~ |No 83585 Page No 31 To 66, 31 No 12399 Three Hundred

1. Mrs. Sunita Devi Wio|Registered on 28-12- 2011 At Sub Registrar - Ninety & paisa

Late Mr. Raj Kumar (Co- 1 Firozabad, Siluated 2t Mauza - deedamai, | Seventeen Only) as

Borrowerand Legal Heir)  |Mausuma Mohalla Ambey Nagar City & on 09.11.2023

7 Mr. Shiv Kumar Sio Late | District Firozabad standing in the Name of | (inclusive of Inferest

Raj Kumar Eh:; Raj rI'Emnlmhar HE.'n hlrr: l'lul'ali:a-g; i:nl: Tl.,lp:d;_luc:n Ej.ﬂﬁjﬂﬂtﬁl plus
; BT 17 resicent of Ambe Nagar Golony Deedamal | Turther interast Ineraoan

gh::‘fﬁmsal:wangl it Tehsil and District Firozabad. at the contractual rate,

cosls, charges and
Expansas atc. il date

: Kumar, North: House Ram Naresh, South: of Payment.
5. Mrs Rajani We Mr. House of AsharfiLal
Akshay Kumar Date of Demand
6. Mr. Ankush Kumar Sio Notice: 10.11.2023
Late Mr. Raj Kumar (minar)

Address-3: 137 Ambey
Magar Sailai Firozabad, L.
P-283203
Branch Name:
Firozabad (1028) Date of Possession : 17.02.2024
Date : 22.02.2024 Flace : Firozabad Authorized Officer (UCO Bank)
é e e oy NS Ee PNy AN T TENDER NOTICE "*"
.1 UJ \NA LY s UPF \NTIN A RIVIUUN vV » U NU DA U -
No. BOARD NOTICE TENDER | CLOSING DATE| EMD (APPROX.)) THE BOARD | CER/CONTACT
CORP./AUTH (TIME) IN RUPEES | CORP./AUTH| DETAILS/EMAIL
17 PT.BD. | E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY| 21.02.2024 | | www.uhsracin| 9813031027
SHARMA OF CONSUMABLE :
PGIMS ITEMS/MACHINERY & | 21-08.2024 purchase.pgims@
ROHTAK EQUIPMENTS AND uhsr.ac.in
OTHER ITEMS AT PGIMS
ROHTAK
25180/'HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

A K. SINGHAL, Chief Administrative Officer/Const.

Government of Jharkhand
Rural Works Department

JHARKHAND STATE RURAL ROADS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (JSRRDA)
3" Floor, EE.P. Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi 834004

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
(National Competitive Bidding Through e-Procurement)
Re-e-Tender No.- 331/2023-24-748 Dated: 20.02.2024
PR No. 316081 dated 13.01.2024

The undersigned on behalf of Government of Tharkhand invites item rate bids through e-Procurement from |
the eligible bidders registered® in appropriate class with any State/Central Government/Stale /Central |
Ciovernment Organization for construction and maintenance for five yvears of the works ( List of schemes shall |
be displayed in the website pmgsytendersjhr.gov.in) of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna (PMGSY-1). ;

The bid should be submitted onling in the website pmesytendersjhr.gov.in. The bidders should have valid |
Dugital Signature Certilicate for onling submassion of bid.

PMGSY-l (2018-19)
A Cons. | Maint. | Total | .
SI. | District/ Road Length : |E/M (in Time
Repackage » Cost (in|cost (in| (in ;
No. Block B g Name (im M) Lal-:IE} LEHE:I: LE[“”“ Lakh) | Completion
1 2 3 4 ] B 7 8
Const. of |
High lewveal
Giridih Bridge over 06
1 G JHBMAR300 |Local River, 100.00 | 502.04 | 35.62 | 537.66 | 10.75
awan ' Months
in LO26 to
Belakhuta
road

Details of bid submission is as under:

Procurement Place of Opening | Availability of tender {on-line) for Date & time of opening (on-linc)
Officer bidding of tender
From To | Technical bid |  Financial bid
I 2 3 4 7 ]
O e B® | Chief Engineer, | 22.02.2024 05.03.2024 06.03.2024 | To be informed
Runr.'hli ! ISRRDA, Ranchi | at 10,00 AM upto 5.00 PM at 5.30 PM later

* Non-registered bidders may also submit bid, however the successful bidders must get registered in |
appropriate class with appropriate authority before signing the coniract.

Note :-
1 gmuunl of Bid Secunty should be aken as mentioned in the Bid Data Sheet of the Bidding |
ocument, i
2. Cost of Buid Document (Rs, 10000} and Bad Secunity (as mentioned in the Bid Data Sheet) shall |
be deposited online in form as mentioned in Bid Data Sheet failing which the bid will be treated |
non responsive and action shall be taken as per Sec. 2 of ITB clause 12.2 {d). Online payment
through RTGS/NEFT should not be made through SBL
3. Incase, it is found, even after the award of work that the bhidder has submitted’ uploaded any |
false/erroneous/ fraudulent statement/'document, he/she is liable for blacklisting and forfeiture |
of Bid Sccurity. '

4.  Badders must submit GST registration certificate without which bid 15 liable to be rejected.

5. Bidders whose names aEJpr:ar i the Debar/blacklist of RWD, any department of Gol/Gol
{including JSRERDA) shall not be allowed to participate in the above bids.

6.  Bids submatted by bidders, who have long pending ATR(s) / made inordinate delay in execution |

of earlier allotted construction/ maintenance works of PMGSY, may be rejected summarily.
7. In case of any discrepancy/dispute about units in BO(), units as mentioned in Current SOR on |
which BOG) has been prepared shall prevail,

8. Participating bidders are free to submit grievances, if any, against the decision of techmcal |
evaluation within five working days from the date of uploading of decision of technical |
evaluation only through email at jh-cef@pmgsy.nic.in. Grievance submitted after stipulated |
period shall not be considered,

9. Bidders must have valid registration with Employee Provident Fund organization under EPF |

and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1952 failing which the bid shall be rejected,
Bidders must not quote rate for routine maintenance. The amount for routing maintenance as |
indicated in the Bill of Quantities must be acceptable to bidders. -
For unbalanced bids, extra secunty will be required 10 be deposited by the bidder by the ime ol |
Agreement.

All other detmls can be seen in the bidding document which 15 available in website |
pmgsviendersjhr.gov.in as per schedule mentioned above, Chief Engineer

PR 319867 (Rural Work Department) 23-24 (D) JSRRDA, Ranchi |

epaper ne SS.com
FREE I\.‘ws]lrs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly .. .

| PR 319809 (REO) 23-24 (D)
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20.02.2024

#) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Motice No. 0372024

E-Procurement Tender Notice

On behall of President of India, Divisional Materials Manager, North Central
FRailway, Pravagraj invites the E-procurament lenders

-G

dated : 19.02.2024

Tender No. Description | Q.
Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning (SITC)
19236230A] o112 Volt 150 AH SMF. VRLA Battery 1o 15:16270 i

= Tender Opening Date : 18.03.2024, Hote :
aof above E-Procurement Tender is available on IREFS website i.e.

http:/iwww._irepsigov.in. 2. Bids other

accepted against Above Tender, for this purpose, Vendors are required to get
themselves registerad with IREPS website along with Class IIl Digital Signature
cerfificates lssued by CCA under IT Act-2000. 3. Rates entered into financial
rate page and duly signed digitally shall only be considered. Rates and any
other financial enlity in any other formdatter head if altached by vendor shall be

slraighl away Ignored and shall ol
altachad should be sigrned an thair ba
uploaded on hittp:iwww.nerindianrail
helpdesk available on the IREPS websile

LF) Borth central radways &5 wwwncrindianrailways

MHASLA Nagar Panchayat invit

Contractor/ Organization for the following works.

ST Name of Work Tender EMD | Period
N. form
fee (Rs.)
' CONSTRUCTION & ' I
BEAUTIFICATION OF RIVER 6
1 FRONT GHAT ALONG JANSAI 10,000~ 572,998 \1onthe

RIVER AT MHASLA, DIST RAIGAD

Date of tender notice will be
04.03.2024, available
https://mahatenders.gov.in till 5

online Dated 05.03.2024 at 5.00 PM.

ON,MhNP/3774/2023-24
Mhasla Nagarpanchayat, Mhasla
Dist-Raigad, Dt. 21.02.2024

on

Chief Officer
Mhasla Nagarpanchayat

1. Tha complede information

than in the form of E-Bids shall not be

be considersd. 4. Documenls being
dy. The above lender nolice has beean
ways.gowv.in." In case of any difficully

may be approached. 303/24 (D

qowin 5 {iﬂl::th-:ﬂnlralrailwag.'l | i CPROMCR

MHASLA NAGARPANCHAYAT
MHASLA

E-TENDER NOTICE - 2023-24
mhaslanagarpanchayat@gmail.com Ph.- 02149-232245

es online tender from Company,

from 22.02.2024, 10.00 AM tog
official web site at
.00 PM. Tender will be opened
Sign/- Sign/-
President
Mhasla Nagarpanchayat|

PROCLAMATION

APPEARANCE OF A

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been

person Dimpy@Usha Kwatra, Rio 27/109 D Jwala Nagar,
shahdara, Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in a Case Reg. No. 9793/19 U/s 138 NI
Act at PS North Rohini, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Dimpy@Usha
Kwatra cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my

satisfaction that the =aid

absconded (or is concealing herself to avoid the service of the

said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Dimpy@Usha Kwatra of Case Reg. No. 9793/19 U/s 138 NI

Act at PS North Rohini, Delhi i

Court to answer the said complaint on or before 09.04.2024.

DPI2092/RDI2024{Court Matter)

REQUIRING THE
PERSON ACCUSED

made before me that accused

Dimpy@Usha Kwatra has

s required to appear before this

By order

Ms. Deepali Shrivastva
Metropolitan Magistrate(NW)
Room MNo. 107, 1st Floor,
Rohini Court, Delhi
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ot ®r | (H-6700 fosio) |2.77.54,500.00 |dtoe A uie H w0 .o '

T

e u{#vE UL R L |forrdht e e s
LO54 PMGSY Road w0 AT
ANETET T T & ey T 82,73,000.00
& | {d—1.270 FRodo)
AR A T | MAER TF 99 UE TS UHAH R
w1 e memfy =00 (F-zase |1.31,47.500.00 [Fai eaw di=
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£= # ffier e =1 ffir— 22.02.2024 |
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|

Office of Superintending Engineer,
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad

E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders
No. 462 / Nivida-Moradabad/23-24

Date-29.01.2024

1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Superintending
Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad online on website http://etender.up.nic.in from
registered contractors from 23-02-2024 at 10.00 am to 29-02-2024 at 12.00 Noon. Technical bid
/Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 29-02-2024 at 12:30 pm in office of undersigned
by tender committee in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be present.
Financial bid of the tenders’ who qualify in technical bid shall be opened on date and time as
specified by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required
process shall be carried out on next working day.
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gferotiaret forgra faavor frm foto

2. AT STelteruT itveraT, forgra foramuT qUee
i Timeof | o (A RN, MO TR, HFYT-208006
Estimated Bid completion tender Category
SL Name of cost with | Security | of the work of road Wﬁ'\? §—ﬁ'i%|ETH%|=|T
N DISTRICT Work Bit Rs.i Includi documents tract - - =
¢ or itumen | (Rs.n | (Including | = . o, |  contractor STEEATER el 5 f]d faaRoT HUSe SR =R oh ST
(Rs. in lacs lacs rainy eligible o~~~ ~ o
seasom) | CST(RS) fefiad faeror o ST98R [ &g STg9dl 9 WM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Afergrerd @W |3||\6|§.Ia 34"4'%'?' I S 2, FAferer T
1 Amroha | New Comstruction of 0 60T o 50T Vs | 235400 | A & BT Road il % W@‘s‘— mﬁ;f:}aﬁs‘w awm aaq;
" | Tarara to Sohat Road ' ' onts ' category fafer SRkl g‘
New Consiraction of https://etender.up.nic.in RIW T HHA |
Phoolpur Bijhalpur “A, & B” Road
2| Amroha | e to Paharpur | 17000 | 10.50 | 12 Months | 2354.00 category I 31fer STeUhTEA -
Bakkal Road é—ﬁﬁlﬂ'l"ﬁo
3 Amroha Eﬁfdgﬁfrﬁiﬁ? Zf 110.00 750 | 12Months | 235400 | ‘b &B"Road A - A, Y :\%‘
Khadar Road ! . . . category 241/EDCK | I7ld HHI-HHT U & E|;|R\| el
M 2023-24 | =l 33 h0d0 TH 11 0O Hee
New Construction of “A. & B” Road aEIEil?ﬁ?’”ﬂEi E”%H Sqed 1 ohT <7 |
4  Amroha |Rukhalu to Hasanpur 175.00 10.75 12 Months 2354.00 ’ I
Rehra Gawon Road category faga‘_ feraRoT e~ §(|I 7, :||§|g{ aj
242/EDCK | S=q FHIA-TT TR &I 2
| New Construction of “A_ & B” Roal 2023-24 ATl 33 HOF0 TE 11 HOH0 Hfere
5  Amroha |Balmiki Subash Fauji 100.00 7.00 12 Months 2354.00 ’ TR H%ﬂmﬁmm |
category
house to Hafizpur Road =
farga faaRor @ve- g, Jea R &
3-Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in. I 243/EDCK | 3=id 9HI-999 W) B
b : AN
2023-24 | 9T 33 HOH0 TS 11 HOH0 e
. , (S.P.Singh) TRt ! el wfed ager s |
(Girish Kumar Singh) Superintending Engineer

Executive Engineer
Construction Division, P.W.D
Amroha

Moradabad Circle, P.W.D.
Moradabad
Ph. — 0591-2414619

UPID-203992 Dt. 20.02.2024
WWWw.up.gov.nic.in

ferieh:- 20.02.2024

"GN Ao 9T, Wegted | forstett sramg

T g 7184 / faofaowowo

(THO 0 27T )
TedTRTOT A=

#] North Eastern Railway

E-AUCTION NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager,

Morth Eastern Railway, Lucknow
invites E-Auction for following worlk.

Admin Unit'Zone : Lucknow-NER-
ivision-Commercial/Xorth  Eastern
Fatlway, Auvction Catslogue No./
Lt Mo, : LIN-F5LR-08-24, Catalogue
Published on @ 200022024 at 14:42
Hrs., Auction Start (All Lots) :
DE.032024 ar 1500 hrs, Auction
Close DateTime :@ 085032024 at
16:20 hrs., Anction Type : Close
Ended, Website particulars where
complete details of auction can be
seem by registered bidders
E-Auction Module of www.ireps.zov.in
&r, Divisional Cossmerefal Manager,
North Exstern Railway, Lucknis

PRIV om-IE1

Navear tronved on roof” snd foot bosrds

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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y Ichael I-ry & | Lewils
CROSSWORD 5294 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
T
Eﬁ%%LMEETHEIG ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
IN MY SHELL? /) Don't spend too Someone seems to
% E much time going have the bit

over old ground, between his, or her,

because this week's teeth, possibly over

planetary aspects do advise alegal question or an overseas

: you to adopt a commonsense connection, or even over a
'!' approach. And that means matter of principle. Only if you
3 recognising that what's past is persist in a special course of
- past. You can now possibly action will you achieve your
E concentrate on creating a personal goals.
. much brighter future.
o SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) Some kind of battle
This ought to or wrangle over
be a relatively finances may
straightforward seem to be
y Bi Il Watterson time, but someone, inevitable but is in fact quite

somewhere, is still looking just
alittle irrational. You'd be
advised to treat all sensitive
individuals with kid gloves -
justin case. If at all possible,
why don't you give them the

avoidable. It's down to you to
set an example by being clear
and playing fair. There is no
time for hesitation, and no
reason to delay all your
important preparations.

I FIGURE THIS DOESHT

SANTAS GONNA SKIP |
. : REALY COUNT AGAINST ME,
YOUR HOUSE FOR (| ~—~— SINCE SHE'S SO

r ‘: - . =

ACROSS DOWN e ! 3 AND I I.IZEEF ® E{.‘_; E ( ) SAGITTARIUS (ll:lov 24 -Dec22)

. . . . - g MISSING ™ GEMINI (May 22 - June 21 You have every
ep s e upeoros z e

5 remember that, certain suspicions,

5Beinclined to giveitbacktothe 2 No criterion for what a danger @ although you may perhaps that
little dog (3,2) signal should be (7,2,2,2) g : be especially . you havg beenduped,
8 Abitrustylike aretired doctor 3 Gathers and puts the sheep to enthusiastic about a particular  undermined or betrayed.
(3,2,8) bed? (7) project, other people may see However, there may be no

need to consider retaliation, as
the time for action may have
passed. The reason is that other
people may have been acting in

the world through totally

= different eyes. So don't try to
- bulldoze reluctant partners,
but wait for them to catch up

9 Marie Louise embraces the
spirit of Shakespeare (5)

10 Unusual seaside shingles for

bk Ao o

4 Tried a form of abuse (6)

5 Temporarily secures what'’s
said to be an obligation (5)

instance (7) 6 Soldier gets pay for work. with you. good faith.
11 Get Sid to make a summary (6) Others may get it without work
12Fagertochangeatend(s)  (76) CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
' . . No matter whether It will be arare
15 A warning to those who are 7 Here for the time being (7) current questions, and completely
too introspective (4,3) 11 Not straight (7) DO YOU KNOW WHY SHE WANTED issues or problems blinkered Capricorn
17 Pole taking meataroundfor 13 New verse I'd corrected (7) YOUR TEACHER SENT YOU TO MEET ol ble of adomestic or h who qannlc)t now
sale? (5) S : professional nature, you can sense that emotiona
191t cuts both ways (3-5,5) 1!1‘115?1'[(e6r)m smisusedina YOU TO SEE ME, HER STAR be assured that if you follow a conditions are about to
y ’ : ME MILLER Y traditional Cancerian improve. The most intuitive
(250)He gavetherondonewform  16The lz.rottzgr)hood EXpressesa s [ approach, delicate, sensitive amongst you will already
reservation and kind, you will serve your realise that a happy encounter
21 Infuriates with fresh demands own best interests. Remember s just around the corner. All

18 Swimming pools in solid form

(7) (5) the old saying, as you sow, so you have to do is recognise it

G133 by Warth Amarics Syiicam mx. Barsl rightn reaaremd
|
il

shall you reap. when it comes.
Solutions Crossword 5293 Across: 1 Holes, 8 Attaches, 9 Reach, 10 Material, 11 Medal, = . —— ;
12 Ann, 16 Stages, 17 Intern, 18 Pip, 23 Trust, 24 Amputate, 25 Films, 26 Rallying, 27 HHE HEF LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Agony Down: 2 Operetta, 3 Exchange, 4 Strain, 5 Eaten, 6 Chair, 7 Psalm, 12 Asp, 13 Nip, L | o =t 1 5 -1 - P_ersor!ally and In many ways
14 Starling, 15 Pressman, 19Intend, 20 Pairs, 21Spill, 22Stays b i 0 Ve, o -1 financially, you are absolutely
SR -ﬂ“m everything points spotonand
i = to this being a completely right,
phase for individual but sometimes even you have
contemplation. If anything is to admit to having been

WD“’ORDS troubling you, the root cause wrong. On the other hand,
Difficulty Level 5s (0)] might be lingering worries there is more than a grain of
Instructions g 5 ™~ over your security. That's truyh in your opinions and ‘
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, ﬂ' B 5 3 '1 2 ? 9 4 E} why you should look for I?ehefsv so get the balance right
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get o every digitfrom1t0 9 y 5 B N 2 9 1 6 5ls 7 3 reassurance wherever you if you can. And do it now.
the answer for the given quip. must appear in each of the - | “ canfindit. PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20
People don't buy for logical reasons. They buy for___reasons. - Zig Ziglar (9) w . : . B 4 s ( )
P ytorlog - Theybuyfor__ --£1921g < nine vertical columns, in o 4 6719 8/ 3|5 1 2 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) Although there
lg] each of the nine horizontal 6 4 8 3 Ye_sterday's Solar area couple' of
BDAEO SLEUTH = rowsandin each of the 7 1 5 g ; ; g 2 ; ? g g 3 g{lrgeglg;,elrllat\s/ éhould g:;éclisdg Séfnﬁéﬂé
— — ¢ nine boxes. 75 ¢ ) "
clarified certain with, the general planetary
._u [ ‘ -j 8 2 f = 1 % 68413/ 921751 issues. At the centreof current ~ situation is relatively easy. The
- affairs lies the wholemannerin  reason s that anyone who
PRRIO ILSUMN a Difficulty Level 7 5 |: 5 2 6|8 1,9|4/3/7 which you relate to other launches an attack s liable to
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; 9l6 3 = 1/4|817/3/8l2|9!5 people. You may feel that you hit the wrong target. But if you
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; — haven't been sufficiently do spot an approaching
5s=VeryHard; 8 3 (@) 3. 7912 5/ 411/6!'8 assertive in the past, but that emotional missile, why don't
1317 817 - 'Suoseal [euonowd 10 Ang Ay |, ‘suoseal [e3130] 10§ Anq 1,uop 9[dodd :1omsuy 6s=Genius n canbe putright, now. youduck?
NITSNIA ‘T1LSNH YOI ‘A90AaVv/4d0dV :NOILNT0S

NORTHERN RAILWAY Fome—

INVITATION OF TENDERS THROUGH Azadins

Arret o ok o

&% TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF TELANGANA LIMITED

— e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

(= TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD
le Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM AP PEARANC E DF A PERSON ACC USED — _ —— The Transmission Corporation of Telangana Limiled inviles sealed bids for
Tender Notice NO. 95/2023-2024 Dated: 21.02.2024 SL.No | Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total || | ihe following works.
Principal Chief Materials Managers, Northern Raitway, Mew Defhi-110001, for and on See Section 82 Cr. P.C. 1 CE/MM M.90 y Hame of the works: Spec.Mo.TST-TRANS-03/2023-24: Bid document is
behalf of the Prasident of India, invites e-tenders through e-procureament system for ) Supply installation & Commissioning of 22 nos portabla available from
supply of the following items:- Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused For details of Works / Procurement / Dus date of submission / opening, viewing| |LCMine Transformer Moisture Absorption Systems 27 .02.2024 at 17.00 Hrs
8. |Tender Mo,  |Brief Description Gity. Closing person Ansul Sharma, S/o E.K. Sharma, Rfo 3D-46 BF, NIT 3, and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in,| |MOTE:- Furiher details can be seen @ htp:/fwww.eprocurement.telangana.gov. in
N. Date | | Faridabad, Haryana has Committed (or is suspected to have | | www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in I PHONE No. 040-23396000, Extn: 3365,3322. e-mall ld: ce.trans@tsiransco.in.
|01 |09242554  |OUTER SPRING 2802 NOS 11403241 | committed) the offence in a FIR No. 279/20 U/s 279/338 IPC at T N TR ] CHIEF ENGINEER/TRANSMISSION
S laiteto Lﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ’#g? SILENT BLOCK) 1814 NOS 118.03.24| | P§ Pul Prahladpur, Delhi and it has been retumed to a warrant GOVERNVMENT OF ASSAT -
T e gy = omTaoaas] | of arrest thereupon issued that the said Ansul Sharma cannot Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Litd.
o1 foszamo0T |LiGHT WEIGHT Low nEiGnT 570N | 10 sET zoazs| | Pe found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING e (CIN: U40108JH20138GC001704)
AXLE LOAD BOGIE the said Ansul Sharma has absconded (or is concealing ENGINEER, PWD (ROADS), ' Sl (C |;]|_I 'F$;rln'lf :;u!_;, Hepi.:;lmu IT'} !
05 |772309070RGC|RUNNING CONTRACT FOR JOGGLED| 66170 |02.04.24 himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). egd. Office: JUSNL (SLDC) Building, Kusai Colony,
FISH PLATE PAIR Proclamation: is: Hiscetiy rade that:te Eaid} T Ty CITY ROAD CIRCLE, BAMUNIMAIDAN, GUWAHATI-21| B yS e N e e e kL P T ceciviljusnli@gmail.com
O |77230062RGE| RUNNING CONTRACT FOR COMPOSITE | 17373100 |02.04.24
oot RS L e U Sharma of FIR No. 279/20 U/s 279/338 IPC at PS Pul PRESS NOTICE/IFB CANCELLAION NOTICE
07 |7723006TRGC|RUNNING CONTRAGT FOR NUTS & s0MT  |100524| | Prahladpur, Delhi is required o appear before this Court to No. CS/NGTRD/3/SOPD-G/2023-24/3 : = . :
BOLTS OF SIZE 25MMA130MM answer the said complaint on or before 22.04.2024. The Superintending Engineer, PWD, (Roads), City Road Circle Tender mmvited vide e-NIT No.
0B |77230065RGE|RUNNING CONTRACT FOR BOLTSAND | 170 MT  |15-05-24 , , , , :
NUTS SIZE 25 MM X 140 MM By brdor Ghy-21 on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites item rate Bidg | 390/PR/JUSNL/2023-24 is hereb
Sh. Himanshu Tanwar y
NOTE -1. Viendors may visit the IREFS wabsite i.a. www.ireps.gow.in for details. Metropolitan Magistrate-10 from approved and eligible Contractors registered with Assam PWD cancelled due to unavoidable reasons.
:f:,'g héljzl".;anual offer will be entertalned [E]hE Room No. 307, llird Floor, South East District, (Roads) for 1 (one) no. of work. Details may be seen at website S g
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE Ok L DFEWNSEEDMEUHH Mﬂﬂﬂla Saket Court, New Delhi http://assamtenders.goy.in and also at the office of the undersigned R T F_;IPEI 4 Eﬁrk-ilgéuz:ﬁl;;}'glwl -
during office hours. i B, il Sd/-
. . . Sd. (ISt HreR) O Tl F | General Manager (Civil)
Superintending Engineer, PWD (Roads)| | Pr No. 316505 JUSNL.Ranchi

JANASANYOG/CF/5759/23/22-FEB-24  City Road Circle, Guwahati-21

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN-E-TENDER NOTICE

The Sr. Divisional Enginear-lll, Mortharn Rallway, Delni Division Invites
E-Tendar for the fallowing work.

Name of work : Recondiboning of Points and Xings & SEJ in tha Jurisdichon

(PR 319884 (Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Litd)23-24*D

General Public is hereby informed that a General public is hereby informed that a
male dead body Name: Unknown, Slo boy namely Ansh, S/o: Vickey, Rlo:
Unknown, Rio: Unknown, Age: about 60 Jhuggi No. 08, Village Badli, P.S. Badli,
}I',ﬁﬁ‘m‘ Eﬁih;;igfl ' E‘f I'?;ﬁ:u:wmﬁéa?iur:gf Delhi has been reporting missing since
Gre'j:' Colour Sweater and :Grey Color 29.09.2022 at E!bc’“t ﬂ1:l}lﬂ FM fr:arn

Lower found dead at Old Police Station l‘;:hera Hﬂi?gﬂp?lltggﬁ?;?ﬁ II;EIEI'“: tI:n Bl

RPF, Exit Gate No.2, PG Side, New Delhi this rega 0. 1 5 1 = &9 80 BR0O .55/ (R Eiah i Eiah
Railway Station and admitted to LHMC dated 06.10.2022 has been lodged at| |2 :;p .E::::[EH! Tﬁ@ﬁ.l.dé,,ghﬁu,'w{aﬁﬁ;hﬁi E.,F:jgpitff?g:,lgpaﬁsjlwl]g =
vide MLC MNo. 351/2024 at 21.02.2024 | | Pglice Station Subzi Mandi Railway Station, Delhi. The
dESﬂﬁpﬁﬂﬂ ﬂfmiasing |:I'D'f|" Is as under:

Appeal for Identification SEAHGH FOR MISSING

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

A:I-dl
T “‘:Fﬂl“

(Wholly Owned Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
CIN-U04010KA20025GC030438

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal)

BESCOM invites tender against Enquiry No. BESCOM/GM
(QS&S)/23-2419 for Procurement of Potential Detector with
FRP Telescopic Rod suitable for detection of liveness of 240V

4 | Earmest Money to Rs. 1,79,600/- (One Lakh Seventy Nine Thousand and
be deposited Six Hundred Rupees)

where doctor declared brought dead. In this regard, a DD No.

12A, dated 21.02.2024 has been lodged at PS5 New Delhi
Railway Station, Delhi. Dead body preserved for identification
in LHMC Hospital Mortuary.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light so
far.

Any, person having any information or clue about this person
may kindly inform to the following. SHO

P.5., New Delhi Rly. Station, Delhi

DP/2173/RLY/2024  Ph. : 011-23744073, 8750871305

Name: Ansh, Age: 2.6 Years, Height: 2', Complexion: | |4 Costof Tendar Document | Rs. 0.00-

Wheatish, Face: Round, Built: Medium, Wearing:
Yellow Colour Shirt and Black Colour Pant.

If anyone has any information about this missing boy
please inform P.S. Subzi Mandi Railway Station, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station Subzi Mandi Railway Station, Delhi
DP/1818/RLY/2024 Ph: 011-23692455, 8750871303, 9810615886

Date & Time of Submission aof lender bid and

5 opening of tender, 15032024 at 15:00 Hrs,

Website particulars where complete details
B | of tender documents can be seen, reps.gov.in

7 | sllocation Crd-df.32

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Shayam @ Kalay, S/o Veer Singh, R/o Village Nayabansh, PS
Simbhawli, District Hapur, U.P., has committed (or is suspectad
to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 561/2016, U/s
365/392/394/397/482/411/34 IPC, registered at P.S. Shakarpur,
Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said accused Shayam @ Kalay, cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Shayam @ Kalay, has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shayam @
Kalay, of case FIR No. 561/2016, U/s 365/392/394/397/
482/411/34 IPC, P.5. Shakarpur, Delhi, is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
02.04.2024.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

1&‘ ¢ General Dut]ll{.‘ IS I'IEI'E'J'_I,:' informed that I.I"IIS

Aga: 30 *fears, Sex: Male, Haighi: !
Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Black &
White Color Jacket and Grey color Pant
found dead near Swatantrata Senanai Park,
Kashmere Gate, Delhi on 20.02.2024 by
3.58 pmunderarea of PS. Kashmere Gate, Delhi

In this regard a DD Mo. 63A, dated 20.02.2024 has been lodged
at PS, Kashmere Gate, Delhi,

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to frace out information
aboutthis person butno clue has cometo light so far

If any person having any information or clue about this person

= The tenderen's must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e, www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. « For
all terms and conditions please refer tander document. » Mo manual offers are
acceptabla. + Cost of tender document and Earnest monay will ba accaptable
through nat banking or payment gateway only. MNo. 12B-W/280/e Tender
Motice/NIT/BS5/2023-24/W-3 Dated: 20.02.2024

SEE24

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SEARCH OF MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one
male, (depicted in the photo), Namely: Shanti
Ranjan Banik, S/o: Maran Chand Banik, Rlo:
H.Mo. 4665, Gali No.2, Ajeet Nagar, Gandhi
MNagar, Delhi. Age: 65 years has been has been
missing from above address since 10.12.2023.
In this Regard a DD No. 24-A, Dated
11.12.2023, has been lodged at P.S. Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi. His physical description is as
under:

Height: 5'4" Feet, Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin,
Wearing: Black Sweater & Black Pant & Brown Colour Sleeper in
Foot.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing male,

Shanti Ranjan
Banik

1o 400kY overhead line.

The tender documents can be obtained through KPP portal
from the tendering websile https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on
or after 26.02.2024. Aspiring bidders need to register in the
KPP portal. Further, Bidders can take assistance with
e-procurement helpdesk +918046010000, +918068948777 or
e-mail to supporti@eprochelpdesk.com for any issue.

Sd/-
General Manager, (Ele.),
Quality Standards & Safety

For Electricity related

complaints call: 1912

LTRER IR e TTEY IR KR, Circle, Bengaluru-560 001.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Open tender through E-tendering are invited by Sr. Divisional Electrica
Engineer/TRS, Electric Loco Shed, Khanalampura Yard, Northern Railway,
Saharanpur (Ambala Division) for and on behalf of the President of India from the
registered tenderer on web site www.ireps.gov.in for the following work upto 11:00
hrs on the date of closing shown against the work and will be opened thereafter:-

ELS_SRE_T-43

Safety audit in M/s MELPL Saharanpur premises|
and WAG-12locomotives.

Open Tender No.

Name of work

Date of Closing/Opening| 15.03.2024
Approx. Cost. Rs. 1,62,840/-
Earnest Money Rs. 3300/-
Completion period 01 Month
Validity period 45 days

'Free of cost' for downloading from IREPS & %1000/
for obtaining from Sr.DEE/TRS/SRE office.

1. Tenderer(s) should have Class-III Digital Signature Certificate to participate in E-
Tendering of Works Tenders.
2. Tenderer are required to upload self-attested scanned copies of all related

Cost of tender form

By order daErins ; may inform to the following at E-mail; cic{@cbi.gov.nic.in or website : eligibility documents as per conditions.
Jasjeet Kaur, may kindly inform to the following. SHO http:/icbi.nic.in Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641 3. Taxes&pharges will be applicable as perextan:t rule. .
A.S.J. East, PS.- Kashmere Gate. Delhi | E,H,q 4. Fordetails, please log on IREPS website www.ireps.qov.in
DP/1989/ED/2024 Court no. 30, : P.5. Gandhi Nagar, Delhi E-TENDER NOTICE No. ELS_SRE_T-43 dtd. 21/02/2024 557/24
(Court Matter) Karkardooma Court, Delhi| | PP/2124/N/2024 (UIDB) Ph.: 011- 23967889, 8750870123 | | ppj14318/SHDI2023 Ph.: 7065036024
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Ranchi rolls out two-faced pitch

Iyer opts out
of Ranji, NCA
says he is fit

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 21

A DAY after Test-capped Shreyas lyer
informed the Mumbai Cricket
Association that he was not available
for selection for the Ranji Trophy quar-
terfinals, Nitin Patel, the head of sports
science and medicine at the National
Cricket Academy, in an email to selec-
tors, confirmed that there was ‘no fresh
injury’ and he was ‘it

According to Mumbai Cricket
Association sources, Iyer had cited back
pain as a reason for sitting out of the
Ranji Trophy quarterfinal game versus
Baroda, which begins on Friday. But
Patel in his email, which was seen by
The Indian Express, wrote: "Shreyas lyer
was fitand available for selection as per
the handover report of the Indian team
after the 2nd Test match against
England. There are currently no fresh
injuries reported as well after his de-
parture from Team India.”

Last week BCCI secretary Jay Shah
had warned centrally-contracted and
India A cricketers that non-participa-
tionindomestic cricket would have 'se-
vere implications'. Wicket-keeper Ishan
Kishan, who pulled out of the Test tour
of South Africa citing 'personal reasons'
did not play Jharkhand's final group
game against Rajasthan.

Iyer scored 35, 13,27 and 39 in the
first two Tests against England. He was
dropped when the squad was an-
nounced for the last three Test matches.
The Indian Express understands that Iyer
had complained of back spasms during
the second Test. Patel's letter to the se-
lectors says that he was available for se-
lection after the second Test.

The national selectors, after taking
inputs from the BCCI medical team,
told Iyer to play Ranji Trophy so that
his back gets used to the strain of bat-
ting and being on the field for an ex-
tended period of time.

Iyer had missed last year's IPL be-
cause of a back injury and made a
comeback during the Asia Cup before
scoring 530 runs in the World Cup at
home at an average of 66.25.

Last Friday, BCCl secretary Shahina
letter to top cricketers said that domes-
tic cricket remains a “critical yardstick
for selection” to the national team.

The reason for the communication,
according to the letter, was “the con-
cerning trend of players prioritising the
IPL over domestic red-ball cricket”.
“Thereisarecent trend that has started
to emerge and is a cause for concern.
Some players have begun prioritising
the IPLover domestic cricket, a shift that
was not anticipated. Domestic cricket
has always been the foundation upon
which Indian cricket stands, and it has
never been undervalued in our vision
for the sport,” Shah said in the letter.

He also said that “domestic cricket
forms the backbone of Indian cricketand
serves as the feeder line to Team India”.

“Our vision for Indian cricket has
been clear from the outset - every crick-
eter aspiring to play for India must
prove themselves in domestic cricket.
Performance in domestic cricket re-
mains a critical yardstick for selection
and non-participation in domestic
cricket will carry severe implications,”
wrote the BCCl secretary.

England batsman Ollie
Pope says ‘pitch looks
interesting, very platey...
ball could deviate more
if cracks open up’

SANDIPG
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 21

LIKE A pair of inquisitive sleuths on a crime
scene, Brendon McCullum and Jonny
Bairstow squeezed through the ropes
strung around the 22-yard strip and de-
voted the next 20 minutes deducing its na-
ture. The duo bent, kneeled and craned their
necks, probing the surface from every pos-
sible angle. Joe Root and Ollie Pope (in pic),
too, joined them in their forensic examina-
tion, even as the two national curators and
the local counterpart watched bemusedly
from their pitch-side perch.

What intrigued the Englishmen, Pope
would confess later, was the two-faced ap-
pearance of the surface. One half of the pitch,
when viewed vertically, is smattered with
spots of dry grass; the other half is bald and
brown, with “platey” cracks.“The top layer
looked crusty. The cracks in the wicket aren't
just cracks, there are separate bits of ground
that could open up with alot of sun on them.
The ball could deviate more off them if they
open up like we expect them to,” he would
detail his assessment of the surface.

None of the decks in this series has been
a rank turner. Typically, the pitch would be
mostly true for the first two days, before it
begins to deteriorate, offer turn, albeit slow,
and invariable bounce. But Pope, and
England fear that Ranchi would be the one
India might look to twist the knife and serve
up a spiteful turner.

One reason, Pope feels the hosts would
seek the extreme, is the absence of Jasprit
Bumrah, who terrorised the English batsmen
more than the spinners did, and is the lead-
ing wicket-taker of the series. “With Japsrit
missing the Test, they could go down the av-
enue (of dishing out a turner and unleashing
four spinners),” he notes.

He offers a more scientific reason too.
“When we looked at the pitch, it was recently
watered and moist. It was kept under the sun
too. So it won't be a belter for sure,” he says.
Selective watering and exposure to sun-
light—the sun is more benign than harsh—
could accelerate the cracking up process. The
grass, more grey than green, is kept to bind
the surface from not breaking up prema-
turely. “It depends on what India want, how
they see it, if they want to leave a bit of grass
on it, or shave it off. There is
every chance they would do
that (shave off the grass).”

Ranchi’s googly

It’s not the first time that
the appearance of the Ranchi
surface has spooked a travel-
ing side. Back in 2017, the
Australians fumed when they
cast their eyes on the surface,
which looked fearfully dark.
But the supposed crack-laden
pitch, “prepared of soil from
Mars”, as an Australian daily put out, played
just fine and produced a thrilling draw. The
surface held up, the turn was slow, and
there was some assistance for fast bowlers
in the first hour of Days 1 and 2.

The sinisterness of the pitch owed to the
peculiar nature of the black soil here, which
when watered assumes a deep, dark shade.
Black soil is inherently slow in nature, un-
less it is over-exposed to sun. Batsmen get
time to react to the amount of turn. Even
when the ball keeps low, an inevitability
when the pitch wears, it does not skid as
waspishly as clayey red-soil surfaces would.

The Test against South Africa in 2019 pro-
duced aresult. The duration—it lasted three
days and a session—could raise eyebrows.
But it was not the surface that abetted the
visitors’ capitulation, but their own inept
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SON ACCEPTS LEE’'S APOLOGY

South Korea captain Son Heung-min has asked fans to forgive team mate
Lee Kang-in after the midfielder apologised "sincerely" for his
involvement in an altercation between the pair on the eve of their Asian
Cup semi-final."Since that incident, Kang-in is going through a very
difficult time. Please forgive him just once more with a generous heart,"
Son said in an Instagram post. REUTERS

Head coach Rahul Dravid inspects the Ranchi pitch during a practice session at the JSCA International Stadium . P11
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None of the decks in this series
has been arank turner.
Typically, the pitch would be
mostly true for the first two
days, before it begins to
deteriorate, offer turn, albeit
slow, and invariable bounce.

batting against India's pacers Mohammed
Shami and Umesh Yadav, who accounted for
half of South Africa’s wickets.

Some turn, though, is inevitable.
Shubman Gills reminds: “This
is India, you expect the ball to
turn.” But when the ball begins
to turn—and how much it
does—is the abiding question.
If it turns out to be a rank
turner, Pope says, England
would not be complaining. “If
it does spin from ball one I
guessit’s an even playing field.
It doesn’t define the result, but
itdoes give you an advantage if
you win the toss and bat on the
slightly flatter wickets,” he says.

Turners, however, are a double-edge
sword for India in the recent past. Earlier
this year, India lost to Australia on a pitch
that helped spinners.

Meanwhile, India coach Rahul Dravid
too moved anxiously around the wicket—
perhaps the most ubiquitous image of the
series—before he suddenly paused and
stared meditatively on something that
caught his attention. The curators would
converge, listening to what the coach had
to tell them and nodding their heads. As
soon the coach left, the curators instructed
his groundsmen, scattered for lunch, to
cover the pitch.

They hastily obeyed the orders, wrap-
ping the pitch that has intrigued the English
cricketers, perhaps with another layer of
potential mystery.

Who'll replace Bumrah? Will Stokes
bowl? Net session provides answers

SANDIPG
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 21

A BRIGHT smile flashed on Bengal pacer
Akash Deep’s face when a member of the
support staff flung a new ball towards him.
He immediately measured his run-up and
stood tossing the ball restlessly in his palms
for his turn to come. And when it came, he
bristled in and worked up a steady pace that
once hustled Yashasvi Jaiswal and kept Rohit
Sharma wary. He consistently hit the hard
lengths and generated more bounce and
pace than his Bengal teammate Mukesh
Kumar, a dimension that would be factored
in when choosing one among the two to
partner Mohammed Siraj in the absence of
the rested Jasprit Bumrah. If Wednesday’s
nets session was an audition, Akash Deep
would be the runaway winner.

But India would weigh other options too.
Like playing a fourth spinner, should the
pitch facilitate spin bowling early in the piece.
In such an eventuality, Washington Sundar
could get a look-in, after three years in this
format. Washington began with a few laps
around the ground, before padding up and
hitting the nets, where he batted as fluently
as he had in his last Test outing, wherein he
remained unbeaten on 96, striding out em-
phatically to defend and pressing back to
launch his raspy cuts. His chief threat though
would be Axar Patel, whose batting stocks
have risen and bowling utility dipped.

Aripple of applause peeled the crisp
forenoon air when Ben Stokes suddenly
made one ball leap off a good length and beat
Jonny Bairstow. Encouraged, Stokes would
amplify his aggression, crank up his pace by
a few notches and keep Bairstow entirely

Akash Deep could partner pacer
Mohammed Siraj in the absence of the

rested Jasprit Bumrah. PTI

shut, despite his efforts to unleash attacking
strokes. He would beat him a few times and
also hurry him into defensive prods on a cou-
ple of instances.

After every ball, a member of the med-
ical staff would rush by Stokes’s side and ask
if he felt any physical strain. In case he did,
he did not show, as he regathered to bowl an-
other ball. After a point, they stopped both-
ering and Stokes would bowl as intensely as
he would in a Test match.

The England skipper regaining his bowl-
ing fitness would not have been better timed,
with his side in dire need of a seam-bowling
optionif they are to continue their strategy of

fielding three spinners. With the possibility
of Ollie Robinson featuring in the game, giv-
ing a breather to James Anderson and Mark
Wood, England would enjoy the fire and ex-
perience of Stokes, who last bowled against
Australia at Lord’s last year. He was then op-
erated on his left knee after the World Cup.

The final word, though, would be of the
doctor and the physios, his colleague Ollie
Pope would say: “We know what Stokes is
like, he’s got that competitive edge. There’s
every chance he’ll bowl, but he’s not con-
firmed it yet."

Joe Root perished to his daring tool, the
reverse scoop, in the last Test. The stroke in-
censed England's former players, pundits
and baffled spectators. He didn’t attempt that
particular stroke in the nets again, but did
summon the reverse variants, the sweep and
the paddle sweep. Once he even shadow-
practised a switch hit. Later he essayed a vast
array of orthodox cricketing strokes. The
checked straight-drive stood out, as did his
square-drives. So much so that it seemed not
so much a case of him out-of-touch than
finding outrageous ways to get out. Root was
as calm and relaxed as he always is. With his
arch-nemesis Jasprit Bumrah too not around,
Ranchi could be where he stands up to be
counted and ends his drought.

Jonny Bairstow was gritting himself out
from anindifferent patch at the nets. He was
literally the first man to hit the nets and the
last to leave. He would devote the first half
of his session to defensive shots, getting his
alignment right, playing as straight as he
could and resisting the loose flashes outside
the off-stump. Streaky in the earlier ex-
changes, he would grow in confidence as the
session dragged on, whereupon he would
lash out his expansive strokes.

STAYING GROUNDED

Standing guard at Ranchi

SANDIPG
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 21

AT THE exit point of the arrival hall at the
Birsa Munda International Airport in Ranchi
stands Francis Xavier Minz, attentively
watching every passenger filing in and out
of the building. In a philosophical tone, he
sums up the nature of the job: “I see everyone
coming out of the airport, but hardly anyone
notices me. Why should they? I'm just a se-
curity guy here, one of the many.”

Some hours ago, he had just watched the
India cricketers stream past him after land-
ing in their private jet. No one recognised
him, even though he watched them in admi-
ration, as they tugged their kit-bags along.
But his heart swelled with joy and pride. For
someday, he hopes, his son Robin would be
one among them.

The 19-year-old batsman, the first tribal
cricketer with an IPL contract, already has
become one of the league’s million-dollar
babies, after Gujarat Titans shelled out Rs
3.60 crore to acquire his signature in the auc-
tion a few months ago. But Francis knows
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how long and arduous the path to the Indian
team is. “He has just started. The world has
just about registered his name. Raasta abhi
bhi lamba hain (the route to the Indian team
is still along way away),” he says.

Just then a couple of youngsters pass
through the entrance. He stops and asks
them to show their IDs, which he inspects
attentively. “This is my job, to ensure that
no one who has left the airport re-enters
without an ID. You never know who has a
gunin his hand. One lapse and Iwould lose
my job,” he says.

Financial stability

As an afterthought, he adds: “I cannot be
lax because my son is an IPL cricketer. Of
course, there is more financial security in the
family, but you never know how life would
turn out to be. A lot of my colleagues ask me
why I need to work anymore. But I tell them
Iwill keep working as long as I feel like work-
ing and I am healthy,” he says.

Francis has been working and earning as
long as he can remember. In his early teens,
he performed odd jobs to sustain the family
in his ancestral village, Telgaon in Gumla dis-

Robin Minz was roped in for Rs 3.60 crore by Gujarat Titans. Father Francis Xavier
Minz is a retired army man posted at the Ranchi airport. Express/Instagram

trict, before he enrolled in the Army at the
stroke of the century, just when the south-
ern part of Bihar was carved into Jharkhand.
“I don’t get sleep if | haven’t earned some-
thing for myself,” he says. Nearly two decades

inthe army — in the 9 Bihar Regiment, posted
in Naxalite-hit areas of the state — has in-
stilled in him a fierce sense of pride.
“Whatever has changed, it’s only from the
outside,” he adds.

The more life has changed on the outside,
the more it has remained the same. “We still
live in the same house. I still drive the same
bike. It's a decent house, so we have not even
thought of moving or buying a bigger one.
Fortunately, Robin too has remained the
same. He knows he has to keep working
hard, and cannot be carried away. He is still
the same old boy of ours,” he says.

Living his own dream

Somewhere deep inside, though, Francis
is realising his own unfulfilled dream of be-
coming a sportsman. “Everyone knows the
story. I played hockey and football in my vil-
lage, and sometimes competed in athletics
too. The SAI centre in Delhi called me for a
football camp, but I couldn’t join because I
didn’t have a photo of me at that time. My
village didn’t have a studio. Then I didn’t pur-
sue further. There was no time forit,” he says.
The struggle to earn a livelihood was staring
at his face.

His love for sports, though, remained
undiminished. A certain long-haired swash-
buckler from Ranchi would fuel it further.
Francis admits he is a Dhoni-tragic. “Ham sab

hain (all of us are).” For a long time, Dhoni
has known him. He used to give Robin cricket
shoes and gear. A few days before the auc-
tion, the former India captain assured him
that if no team picked him, Chennai Super
Kings would.

Such a day though was unimaginable
when Francis carved a bat out of wood for
his son when he was a child. Seeing how
good he was —“a natural hitter”— he brought
him a tennis-ball cricket bat. “He always
played cricket and then the idea struck me
to put him in a coaching academy. And God
bless, it worked,” he says.

Then he simply let him be, let his son
find out how good or bad he was at the
game. He was not a pushy father, who
would watch every practice session of him
or ask him how much he scored in a game.
He offered just one piece of advice:
“Whatever youdo, do it with love and heart,
100 percent commitment.” So far, his son
has lived up to his father’s words. And one
day, he hopes to see him pass through these
same gates as an India cricketer. And one
day, more people would recognise him as
the father of Robin Minz.
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BRIEFLY

Asian Track Cycling:
India bag one gold,

two silver, a bronze

New Delhi: Indian cyclists made a bright
beginning to the Asian Track Cycling
Championships as the women's junior
team clinched gold in the sprint event
here on Wednesday. In a stunning dis-
play of skill and teamwork, the Indian
side comprising Sarita Kumari, Niya
Sebastian and Zaina Mohammed Ali
Pirkhan outclassed the Korean team
and secured goldin 53.383s. "Itislikea
dream for us to beat the strongest team
of Asia. We did it with our team work,"
said Niya after the race.India's good run
on the day extended as they grabbed
two silver medals later. PTI

Aus snatch last-ball
win over Kiwis

Wellington: Tim David hit a four from
the last ball of the match to give
Australia a six-wicket win over New
Zealand on Wednesday in the first
Twenty20 international. New Zealand
made 215 for three batting firstinanin-
nings which included 13 sixes and 10
fours. Captain Mitch Marsh piloted
Australia'sinnings with an unbeaten 72
from44 balls and was man of the match
for his role in Australia's third-highest
successful run chase. But, David took
over at the end, hitting two sixes and a
four from the last three balls of the 19th
over to leave Australia needing 16 runs
from the last six balls. AP

BRIEF SCORES: NewZealand 215/3in
20 ovs (Rachin Ravindra 68 from 35
balls; Mitchell Marsh 1/21) lost to
Australia 216/4 in 20 ovs (Mitchell
Marsh 72 from 44 balls; Mitchell
Santner 2/42) by 6 wickets.

Arunachal Pradesh
hold Goato 3-3draw

Yupia: Hosts Arunachal Pradesh and
Goa split points after a thrilling 3-3
draw in the 77th National Football
Championship for Santosh Trophy here
on Wednesday. The match did not dis-
appoint as Rahul Goju Singpho's last-
minute header clinched a point for the
hosts. Singpho was the star of the show
for Arunachal Pradesh, heading in an
equaliser in the first half as well after
Necio Fernandes's opening goal for Goa
in the 20th minute. Meanwhile, Kerala,
the champions from 2022, got off to the
perfect start with a 3-1 win over
Assam. PTI

Flawed & fabulous

Fulton’s wards draw 1-1 vs Dutch but succumb to shootout loss in FIH Pro League

MIHIRVASAVDA
ROURKELA, FEBRUARY 21

LALIT UPADHYAY leapt so high above the de-
fence he might as well have been a footballer
trying to head home a hopeful cross into the
box. A second ago, the ball was in India’s half
with Harmanpreet Singh stopping in his tracks
to find passing options. None available, with
all closely marked by the Dutch who were one-
up, he turned to India’s Man Friday Hardik
Singh to his right.

Hardik spotted Lalit taking a step forward
and lobbed a ball that travelled almost three-
fourths the length of the pitch and kept on sail-
ing. It was destined to land on the advertising
boards until, like a superhero popping from
nowhere to save a distressed soul’s life, Lalit
jumped high, put his stick above his head and
plucked the ball from the cool Rourkela air.

The defender had to react else Lalit would
have been through on goal but in trying to stop
him, he also encroached on the attacker’s ter-
ritory —violating the 5mrule - and India were
awarded a penalty corner.

Minutes later, Hardik - who started the
move from the right of India’s defence — was
there on the left side of the goal near the base-
line to tap the ball into the goal. The all-
rounder’s 11th career goal ensured India got
something out of the match in which they
were both flawed and fabulous.

Trailing 1-0 at half-time, the FIH Pro League
matchendedina 1-1 draw,

Hardik Singh celebrates after scoring against the Netherlands. Hockey India

and marshal the defence. Sumit played one of
his best games in an India shirt. Jarmanpreet
Singh imposed himself on the right. Rotating,
inter-changing and constantly on the move,

notjustinthe defence but

with India suffering a rare

different parts of the field,

shoot-out defeat (2-4) - [twasan evening when although the coordination
their first in almost a year — . wasn’t always smooth -
to surrender the bonus the baddm? defence when India got going, it
pointtotheNetherlands,an Shone.Barringtheearly  wasaspectacle.
opponent they could well - exchanges, where they It was an evening
face in the knockout round i ’ f . when the back-line de-
of the Paris Olympics. were gui .ty ol starting fence shone. Barring the
Hardik'saerialandLalits - slow, whichledtoagoal  early exchanges, where
leap weren’t the only mo- in the second minute, the they were once again

ments that thrilled the
18,469 people who had
filled the stands.

Harman, the midfielder

There must have been a tinge of astonish-
ment within the Dutch camp when they
would’ve seen Harmanpreet Singh, the
bedrock of the defence, scurrying in the centre
of the midfield, pushing forward and having
India’s first real shot at goal. A tomahawk, no
less. Not a drag-flick, the captain’s speciality.

In a series of experiments that the FIH Pro
League has been, this was one of the more pro-
found ones for it had a domino effect on other
areas of the field. Amit Rohidas had to step in

defence was flawless.

guilty of starting slowly
which led to them con-
cedingagoalin the second
minute, the defence was flawless. It gave
Harmanpreet and Hardik the push forward
more freely to join the attack.

There were phases, especially in the sec-
ond quarter when India came back well after
falling behind early and the third where they
continued to put pressure on the Netherlands
when the attack looked irresistible with the
forwards showcasing their wide-ranging skills.

It was a phase from which India would
have preferred to get something more than just
the Hardik goal. But the home team couldn’t
convert their circle entries into goals. The for-

Riding on failure & disappointment,
Anush wins India coveted Paris spot

SHIVANINAIK
FEBRUARY 21

ANUSH AGARWALLA, who got India its first-
ever Dressage quota in Equestrian, was once
told by his German coach Hubertus Schmidt
that everyone can garner sympathy; but jeal-
ousy (die missgunstindelish Deutsch) hastobe
earned. Schmidt, a former Olympic champion
and now a highly-decorated trainer, retired as
ariderin late 2023 atage 62. But his association
with Anush, 24, had already been yielding re-
sults prior to his full-time shift, and finally gave
India its first Olympic quota in the sport.

Anush is a Kolkata lad hailing from a fairly
affluent family, who went to La Martiniere,
rode his first pony at Tollygunge, struggled a
lot with cooking-cleaning chores after landing
in Dressage hub Germany at age 17 having
never lifted a plate athome. He could strop off
after failure and spent December 2019 ahead
of Tokyo working up an almighty sulk after
missing Olympic qualification. From then to
now, when he’s got down to working stables -
cleaning boxes and saddling - Anush has come
along way, earning his envy.

The quota belongs to India, but Anush is
fairly confident he’ll keep his spot to represent
the country. “It'snotan easy journey, I don’t re-
member the last Diwali | spent at home.
Shifting to Germany where [ didn’'t know the
language or any people at 17,and learning gro-
cery shopping and household chores... but
chose this life, no one forced me,” he says.

Financial backing was never his problem
though after he won bronze at Hangzhou
Asiad, TOPS chipped in as well. He could lose
his rag though when things didn’t go his way,
and in the last five years has learnt to work hard
to earn his success. “I don’t like accepting fail-
ure. But I realised later things could be differ-
ent if [ kept working hard.”

An Instagram post from a musician, who
had won an award for the best newcomer at
39, also stayed with him. “He said there’sarea-
son success can come late - a front-view mir-
ror is greater than a rearview mirror because
the future is greater than the past.” Anush
stopped worrying,and grew some confidence
in himself and his mount Sir Caramello Old.
“I'll continue working hard and firmly believe
I'll be in Paris.”

Long road to Games
His qualification journey was crunched into

Anush Agarwalla won India’s first ever Dressage Olympics quota in Equestrian. Agency

It’s not an easy journey, | don’t
remember the last Diwali | spent at
home. Shifting to Germany where |
didn’t know the language or any
people at 17, and learning grocery
shopping and household chores...
but | chose this life, no one forced
me.”

ANUSHAGARWALLA
DRESSAGE EQUESTRIAN

four events in the last quarter of 2023. “While
most medallists from the Asiad took a break
after Hangzhou, I trained at the same mental
levels,” Anush says. He was in Wroclaw, Poland
only three weeks after the Asiad team gold
high. “I called up my coach and told him we
will qualify.” At one of Europe’s biggest shows,
he finished with a commendable 8th-place
finishand 73.485 %.

At Kronenberg in the Netherlands there-
after, he achieved his personal best score of
74.4%,finishing 5th behind the reigning World
champion lady. “My mum was there so that
was a good outing.”

However at Frankfurt, where he and his
horse Sir Caramello Old didn’t click as well as
he’d have liked, the atmosphere got to them,
and the perfectionist in him was disheartened
with 72.9%.“This time I turned disappointment

into motivation.” At Belgium Mechelen next,
he knew there was no room for mistakes, and
he coped with pressure for a 74.2%, pipping a
Koreanrider to the last spot in December 2023.

"When I finished in Belgium, I just looked
at my coach and smiled. We said nothing. But
[ knew we’d achieved the impossible,” he re-
calls, though confirmation came through only
this Monday.

“Sir Caramello Old knows he’s going to the
Olympics, so he’s happy too,” Anush guesses
about his mount. The chestnut gelding, now
16 years old, came to Anush in September
2019. Sir Caramello, when new, at age 3 was
ridden by German Oliver Luze, then went to
Eva Moller in 2011, then to Danish Andreas
Helgstrand and then Russian Oleg Efremov;, fol-
lowed by Sergey Puzko, according to eurodres-
sage.com. He disappeared from competition
and resurfaced in USA with PJ Rizvi after a few
years. After Olympian Ashley Holzer, he was
sold to a German barn sale, where the
Agarwallas bought him. Tokyo fetched up too
soon and ended in tears for Anush, but the
mount stayed steady.

Anendless fount of misery for those around
him after the Tokyo qualification miss where
he was showered with sympathy, the rider is
a far more self-assured soul now, revelling in
jealous swipes coming his way. He’s earned his
envy. Now for nailing the trials, and fulfilling a
childhood dream that was born at India’s old-
estriding club.
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wards found it tough to find space inside the
crowded Dutch ‘D’ and at other times, they
were guilty of indulging in one pass too many.

The conversion remains one of the top
problem areas but another concern raised its
head during the match. As was the case against
Spain, their basic skills - trapping and passing
- let them down.

Itallowed the Netherlands to launch coun-
terattacks and notlet India settle on the ball. In
high-stakes matches, one would expect them
to be more ruthless than they were on
Wednesday and punish India for losing the ball
so frequently in the middle of the park.

PR Sreejesh made fine saves and Krishan
Pathak, too, had to dive full-length to his right
and use his stick to keep the ball out to stop the
Netherlands from scoring a late winner.

But the goalkeepers’ fine form in the tie-
breakers finally ended. It also puts alittle more
spotlight on Pathak’s strength, or lack of it, in
the shootouts, something Fulton has noted.

Unlike Sreejesh, who makes himself bigin
the goal and rarely commits to a tackle, Pathak
didn’t look assured while saving the shots.
Indeed, it was the strikers’ casual attitude that
led to India losing the shootouts 4-2. But in a
tournament where Fulton hopes to give shape
to his Olympic squad, it’s these fine margins
that will decide which goalkeeper will be on
the plane to Paris.

India table tennis teams
make history, qualify
for Paris Olympics

ANILDIAS
FEBRUARY 21

DESPITE LOSING their pre-quarterfinal
matches at the ITTF World Table Tennis
Team Championships in Busan on
Wednesday, both the Indian men’s and
women’s teams will qualify for the
Olympics for the first time ever by taking
the last world ranking spot

It’s the first time that India will qualify for
the team event of an Olympics since the event
was included at the Beijing 2008 Games.

While the official list of team rankings
will come out on March 4, as per calculations,
both teams have made the cut for Paris.

"The men's and the women's teams
played very well and we're proud of them.
We're waiting for the official announcement
that we have qualified for the Paris Olympics,
which will come on the 5th of March,"
Kamlesh Mehta, Table Tennis Federation of
India general secretary, said.

The men’s team, led by 10-time national
champion Sharath Kamal, were blanked 3-
0 by a much better team in hosts Korea. The
women put up a brave fight but lost 1-3 to
the higher-ranked Chinese Taipei, which had
the likes of World No.10 Cheng I-Ching and
World No.41 Szu-Yu Chen.

Since only 16 teams qualify for the event,
it’s fiercely contested considering that two
wins at the Olympics guarantee a medal. The
women's team is currently ranked 17th
while the men's teamis 15th

A team qualifying for the Olympics also
gives the country two guaranteed singles en-
tries for the Olympics.

While among the women, Manika Batra
and Sreeja would’ve qualified as per rank-
ings, the men would hugely benefit from
this. While the Table Tennis Federation of
India may take the final call, it’s going to be
an interesting battle among World No.67
Harmeet Desai, veteran Sharath, G Sathiyan
and Manav Thakkar for the two spots.
Sathiyan should also qualify for the mixed
doubles event, partnering Manika Batra.

The 41-year-old Sharath, who has repre-
sented India at four Olympic Games, told The
Indian Express recently that it would be his
dream to play in a team event at the
Olympics.

“I've seen this team grow. To be playing
in a team event at the Olympics would be
a dream come true. The camaraderie we
share with each other and the way we have
helped each other over so many years is
just amazing. To play an event with gen-
uine medal possibilities would be unbe-

This is the first time India will qualify for
the TT team event of the Olympics since
the event was included at Beijing. Reuters

lievable,” he had said.

In the opening round of the tournament,
Ayhika Mukherjee and Sreeja Akula stunned
the table tennis world by beating Chinese
World No.1 Sun Yingsha and World No.2
Wang Yidi respectively.

AnIndian had never beaten a top Chinese
before and those double victories have sud-
denly shown that India are capable of spring-
ing a surprise against the best, though their
consistency needs to improve leaps and
bounds.

Indian table tennis has been on an up-
swing ever since Sharath medalled at the
2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games. Its
growth only multiplied in the past decade,
especially after Manika grabbed the spotlight
after winning four medals at the 2018 Gold
Coast CWG. She followed it up with an Asian
Games mixed doubles bronze - a first for
India - partnering Sharath. Sutirtha and
Ayhika Mukherjee then did the unthinkable
at the Hangzhou Asiad, winning a women'’s
doubles bronze, beating a top Chinese pair
in their backyard.

Sathiyan, who had earlier said he let his
singles rankings slide to focus on mixed dou-
bles, will have to concentrate on improving
his singles ranking again.

“To be honest, it will be very difficult to
winamedal in singles.I've participated once,
maybe I could go two rounds further but still,
you are two to three rounds away from a
medal chance. So I should concentrate on
something where I stand a chance at win-
ning,” he had said.

The entire Indian contingent in Busan
would celebrate making it to the Olympics,
but they also know that till the qualification
window ends, team spirit would have to take
a backseat.
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